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PRE F A C K 



X HERE is not any thing which.can 
be offered to the Public, however clear or 
proper in the judgment of the writer, but 
ftill is liable to be oppofed either from 
prejudices or miftakc. One would fcarce- 
ly think it poflible, the character of Pic- 
iurefqucy prefixed to the relation of a 
journey through the moft romantic coun- 
try in the world perhaps, could ever have 
been reckoned ah obje6tion to it : but 
thus it happened, and this addition to the 

ft 

Title of Monfieur BourriYs Narrative, as 
it was diftributed amongll the Friends 
of the Tranflators, prevented the fuccefs 
of many applications from them in its fa- 
vour. It gave rom, it fecms, for a pre- 



m"^^ 
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.fumption, that it was a mere defer iptivc 
• Trifle, which though it might delight and 

.entertain tht Fancy, could not merit the at- 
tention of a = man of fenfe ; as if it were 
indubitably certain, that what is recom- 
mended to the T'qfte mull therefore be un- 

. wc^thy of the Judgment. Let us try foi 

, an apology. 

It may be obferved then, that as Trutl 

.is naturally the obje6l of the Judgment ^ fc 

Elegance or Beauty is naturally^he objeét oi 

our I'afte * : and that thefe two diftinâi 

powers by which we are enabled to difco- 

.VÇJ 



fi . * No term was çver more happily applied by meta 

^' .fhofy than T/z/?^, to the perception and enjoyment o 

Elegance or Beauty y which admits of feveral modifica 

tfous, and fo dependant upon cuftom and habit, thoug] 

its principles are founded in our conftitution : wherea 

. the Mind determines abfolutely, without any modes c 

difference upon 7 ruth ; and all men who difcern ii 

. judge of its exiftence, without the Icaft variety in thei 

.idea: of two things which are both elegant, we ca; 

fie 



PREFACE. vil 

ver and to relifti Truth and Beauty, have 
their exiftence originally together in the 
fame mind. If this be founded upon fad, 
it follows, that in general^ 'tis owing to a 
partial Education^ where we find them fe- 
parated; and that it is a faulty one, is 
clear too, fince undoubtedly the moft ac- 

a a com* 

firequently dîftînguifh one to be more fo than the other, 
but all Tfutbs are fuch equally, and all mfen equal m 
their perception of them. The power of difcernîng 
Truth belongs to us as Men^ fince it is not only the 
prerogative, but the foundation of our rational na*- 
ture, and the moft unlettered pea^t who difcerns a 
truth, knows it full as well, coniidered fingly, as a Bdf 
ton or an Ariftotle. ^ 

Indubitable certainty, whether it arifes from Analogs 
or 7eftimonyy hath by fbme indeecd been looked upon 
a€ an inferior fpecies of Truth j in many cafes it muji 
influence and regulate our condu6t, as it necefTarily 
fixes our opinions ; but though it anfwers thus the pur^ 
pofes of Truth, it never rifes higher than probable, and 
{bmetimes gradates downward, till it reach the very 
line that terminate? the boundary of what is bardjr 
pt^iie. 
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complifhed man, is he who carries every 
native Principle the nearefl to perfedlion. 
To this unequal cultivation of our mental 
cowers, it is to be attributed, that men 
•f Tq/ie are apt to look upon the fearch of 
Truth, as damping all the fire of Genius : 
whilfl: thofe of deeper thinking, are dif- 
pofed to treat the cultivation of our Tajîe, 
as the purfuit of Folly: both are furely 
in an error; fince, if there be no objec- 
tion from the nature o{ the human mind, 
the love of Truth and Beauty might be 
joi.itly cheriflied; and as one or other is 
fieglefted, it is not uncommon to obferve 
the man of rigid Truth, with all the merit 
of fcholaftic Erudition, incapable of re- 
commeuding it to the afFedtions; or on 
thé contrary, the man of Tajie alone, with- 
out the power of inveftigating and deduc- 
ing r^^/7V«/i&j^ perplexed with their rç/^- 
hîances, and who can relifti none^ but fuch 
as are addreflèd to his Imagination only. 
Books of abftradt reafoning, are the aver- 
lion of the one, and Books of entertain- 
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ment of the other. Thus» writing has 
been feparated into two diftinft clafTes, the 
Scientific^ and diverting:; and it would be* 
well if this were all; dillike to different 
compofitions, unhappily expands upon 
the Authors of them : it feldom Hops at 
cenfuring the works themfelves, but leads 
in time to perfonal averfk)n and contempt : 
whereas in faét that ftrong defire which 
urges on the philbfophic mmd, and car- 
ries it from Truth to ^uth^ as it is' owing 
to the fame principle, which carries others 
forward ftill in fearch of Beauty^ whea 
properly confidered, fhows the error of 
neglecting either. 

H A D a paffion for Variety^ which ftrong- 
ly operates in every mind, and feems to- 
be one gcn&rzl final caufe at lead of Beau- 
ty, not been univerfally implanted in our 
Nature, men woidd have fat down upon? 
their firfl attainment, be what it would^ 
and fixed in admiration of a fmgle truths 
or elfe incapable of taking their attentioa' 
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olT, from what they firft furveyed of el^- 
gmt^ owx firft purfuit would probably have 
been our 7^*^ inftead of that progreffion 

ia 



* The pleafure whtch arîfes from a fight of what Is 
elegant or beautiful fixing our attention, it hath often 
been obferved that Beauty as apparently exîftîng in thtt 
object, was appointed chiefly for au îadicativ^ fignal of 
of its merit, or at lead as an inducement for us to ac- 
quire a knowledge of. whatever carries this diftinguiâi- 
cd token; to this it maybe added (fince knowledge 
ought not to be limited to what is beautiful in Nature) 
(hat the nujnbet or the oppofition of theif ^'"'^j or 
ipmewhat (Iriking in the colourings takôs f^ce with 
other objects, where fuch delicate conftruôions and 
gradations of them may be wanted, as conftitute the 
Biediate or mechanic caufes of material Beauty ; 
whilft No<velty alone folicits and attracts our notice 
with fuch as are defedive in the. charms of Multifor- 
mity or Elegance: yet ftill however ftrange it may at 
firft appear, the progrefs of our knowledge ieems to 
be diredlly owing to what approachee nearer to Dijlike 
than Pleafure, to fomething more th^nzvP indiffère nee 
foifamenefs, which arifes from the continued furvey of 
^thofe very objects, that were originally highly plen-i 
fing, and which lays the neçeffary. deep foundation of 
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là the Sciences^ ,; and of that improvement 
in the Ans we now behold, inftead of all 

a 4 thofe 

OBt'paflion for Variety ; but this udiuni, ennui, dif- 
tàftey or ' whatever elfe it may be called, comes on, 
when once we have conliderôd any objedl as a ivhole^ • 
examined the connection and the drudlure of its feve« 
ral parts, and difeovered after what manner they ope- 
rate to produce a unity y of effect, or to anfwer all 
the purpofes for whicK they were intended. So lonig 
as we are capable' of going forward in this fearch, a. 
BBgle obje£fc has fufficient beauty to detain the eye, l>y 
giving an employment to the Underfianding ; but no 
fooner have we acquired,fuch a knowledge of it, than 
its attraôive power begjjis gradually to grow weaker, 
till it aâ» no- longer. The objedl that before follicited 
$ind drew us to it,, now repels us for a time : the mind - 
attentive only to. the ànouuUd^e it has gained, which 
aôs in turn with all the prefent force of novelty upon - 
ity and trufting to the power of calling back thofe plea-;- 
fures it enjoyed in the purfuit, attachés itfelf foon to 
Other objects, though fer inferior perhaps in point of 
elegance, to what it turns away from. Such is the 
providential appointment of caufes and effedts, that 
thofe things which were made to pleafe us by the beau- 
ty of their forming , or colouring, are limited in the 
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thofe bleflings we enjoy from cultivated 
life and manners^ the bufinefs of the world 

muft 



continuance of theîr mfîuence ; tbougîi naturalfy plea- 
fing, they can pkafe no longer than would be con- 
fident with the connpHcated end of Man s creation. 
The produâion of all pojffihle happinefsy fo far as it 
is fuitahle to his condition^ in conjunSion luith all 
foJjUhte knowledge and virtue: The happinefs of 
ienfuar creatures might have been procured, without 
the attainment of the one y or the practice of the other ^ 
but as Tt is reafbnabîe to believe that God intended the 
delights of fenfual and at the fame time rational beings, 
Ihould by natural efFed conduce to higher puryofes, 
accordingly we find that Beauty of appearance which 
gives to the inantmated parts of the creation their cow 
tteSion with us, and endears them by the plihifure 
they afford,, ftili leads to die advancement of our 
knowledge, by that pleafure's pafHng through indiffer- 
ence to wearinefs, and forcing our attention out to o« 
ther objedls. Whilfk the beautres of the tvorld of 
. life in general, beiides the furtherance of know" 
ledge, cherifh all thofe fympathetic feelings, which 
correft the fétfîfh Paflions, and extend our Kindnefi 
end Affe^ton beyond the limit of our own Species. 

Some 
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muft have flood ftill, and men at beft, if 
it be poflible they could fubfift in fuch a 
Hate, would have refembled only different 
groups of Statues» The writer therefore 
who is adtuated by the love of Beautyt^ 
and 'the Writer who is adtuated by the 
love of Trutb^ being originally put in mo- 
tion by the very fame fpring, naturally o- 
perate to the fame end^ a completion of the 
general defigns of Providence for the hap- 
pinefs of the world . Should their labours not 
appear of equal merit ; yet both are certain- 
ly defervingpraife; but that condudt of our 
education mufl be wrong, which feparates- 
AofePowerSjthat might have been a ballance 

a 5 to 

» 

Some advantage or improvement was defignedi to Be* 
the attendant, or to the confequence of every pleaibre^ 
and our fineft and mod: lively feelings, become dull and 
languid, 2i^ 2\\ GQi PaJJtons die away, when their în-» 
fluence and impulfe are no longer ufeful How fweeriy 
are we held in Life by fuch attachments as unite our 
mtereft with our pleafures! and how friendly is the 
difengagement firom them^ to a preparation for our 
pafling out of this World, without regretting what:^ 
weleavt behind us in itl 
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to each other, and have afted jointly with. 
a double force. In all the works of Na- 
ture, ufefulneft and beauty are united ; 
let us copy then her manner -, to ftop at 
mere amufement, feems a waftfe of time, 
which certainly might be employed^to the 
very feme purpofe with additional advan^ 
tages ; and not to engage the Graces in the 
ornamenting ^rutb is in fàfttooffer her- 
to infults. Some works of elegance ahm 

a. 

indeed, and thofe of the defcriptive kind, 
particularly,, have their ufe at prefent, un- 
der many difadvantages, as they tend to • 
the fuggeftion of ideas which .are not im-^ ' 
mediately impreffed.. The marks of in- 
finite Beneficence and Power^.,are ftamped 
in every corner of the Univerfe, and men 
nlày ilifer the Wifdom likewife of tHe 
Caufe from the fymmetry and Beauty^ as 
well as from the ufefuhefs and regularity 
cf the effeéks. It is impofiible, one would 
think, to look upoïi the world divef fified 
^ithiôrnài^ii' elegance in all its i/^r parti, 
and eiitiôbledwitli ÎMÙi^rmdeur zxiA fuMi- 
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mityiti the larger, (where even its feemin^ 
blemiflies contribute both to perfedt and 
enrich the whole J without the higheft 
pieafure. There^jr^ Eyes it is true, which 
look without feeing, as there are Ears 
that hear not ; but this is not the fault of 
Him who formed them: the general efFeâ: 
of a furvey of Nature is Delight ; whilft 
every fpecies of Landfcape, like every 
different fpecies of * Melody, excites its 
own peculiar genuine emotions j nor are 
they limited to the imagination only, they 
make their paflage through it to the Heart, 

and lead tqafts of Grattitude and Adora- 

/' , 

tioui t thefe are more than Trifles. Aii 

ide^l 



V 



• Ttte fevered fj)ccîeà of \Mél<idyy haive never yet 
been accurately detennined ; whereas thofe of Land» ■'■' 
fcape are found to be no more than fifteen, from whofe 
different combmations^ with the addition of acceÏÏbry 
circumftances, all the varieties of Laadfcape are de- 
rived ; but it is hot meant to be affirmed of Landfcape 
is of Melody, that it is capable of exciting only ah E- 

motion. The World may fhortlylje favoured witka 
Tielttfe upon the Principles and Effets of Landfcape, 
J>/'a very ingenious Aitift, Mr, iîUîcanitt C^%çxvû 



.1 •. 
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ideal prefence raifed by juft defcriptlonj 
muft have fimilarefFedts with/^'^/ obje£ts^. 
whether grand or beautiful : the duUeflf 
finds hrs mind exalted by the contempla- 
tion of Sublimity and Vafinefs^ and the gid- 
dy feels his fpirits calmed for temperate 
enjoyments by that oî etegmt fimplicity ;. it 
hath been obferved that many of the great- 
er evils of life, thofe which afïeét the 
peace and happihefs of Societies and States, 
arife fometimes' from private felf-diflatis- 
fa6tion, and he who renders a man more 
cafy with himfelf, renders him fo to all 
Mankind. Paftoral writing, whofe great 
merit confifts in the defcriptive pidures it 
exhibits of the quiet fcenes of rural Na- 
ture, induces a ferenity of Pleâfure,. and 
infpires tranquility of fentiment, beyond 
any other compofition of Poetry, for this 
reafon probably it is admired in common 
more than either Tragedy or Epic. A fimi- 
lar obfervation might be made upon fome 
publications we have lately feen of the 
epiftolary fort, in which the Authors 

give 
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give not only a general (ketch of the coun- 
tries they pafs through^ they place us as it 
were upon the very fpot which they defcribe, 
and we conceive ourfelves belonging to 
the party, whilft the abfence of fatigue or 
danger, leaves the mind at liberty to form 
and to purfud its own refledions. 

It is but juftice to Monfieur Bourrit^ to 
obferve, the following'narrative affords us 
ample proofs of a diftinguiftiing imagina- 
tion J his journey to the Gkciers, gives a 
trulypifturcfque defcription of fuch fcenes, 
as muft have been particularly ftriking to 
the cultivated Tafte of a Painter -, little 
more indeed is added, than fuffices to 
conneâ: them ; and it may be wilhed he 
had explained himfelf with more precifion, 
in accounting for thofe waves of ice, 
which have fuch fmgular appearances ; a 
point in which he kavea the mind not ful- 
ly fatisfied. 

With 
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With regard to the Tfanflation,^itLi 
offered as a firll attempt : no precautiorr 
has been wanting to render it corredt : 
the Tranflators have endeavoured to give 
it the air of an original, fo far as their 
abilities permitted, and it was confident; 
with the faithfulness of a Tranflation ; and 
the Editor prefnmes they have avowed no 
unufual fkult, the introducing foreign 
idioms, which tend dlredtly to deftroy the 
character of every Language. 

Bu T after all, it is with writing as with 
Life ; on looking over what is finilhed, it 
is eafy to difcover errors, that efcaped 
even a clofe examination, and to fee that 
many paflages might have been altered for 
the better when it is too late ; ingenuous 
acknowledgments is all that can be oflfered 
ibr thefe overfights of the Tranflators, 
and they truft them to the candour of 

thofc 
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thofe Friends, whofe favour has fo amply 
been eiq>erienced inthe encouragement of 
their undertaking. 

HjBX4TED, SUFPOLK^. 
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Author's Ad vertifement. 



J[ HE Author thinks proper to ac- 
quaint the Public, that he had no inten- 
tion o^,. promoting the fale of his Plates 
by the following Narrative ; but that its 
publication was requefted of him, as af- 
fording hints .that might be ufeful ; how- 
ever, as the Views intended to be en- 
graved were. the principal objeft of his 
plan, he thought himfelf obliged to fay 
fomething of tbem^ before he entered up- 
on the Relation of his Journey. He ac- 
cordingly obferves, that the firft time he 
went into this romantic country, the 
number, and immenfity of the objeds 
which ftruck his fight, at the fame time 
prefented difficulties it was impoffible for 
him then to furmount, not having form- 
ed the leaft idea of them before he fet 
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out: his fécond attempt was more fuc-- 
cefsful J when he not only determined^ 
his choice of the Profpeâh^ but was en- 
abled to invent a new method of taking 
them with greater exadtnefs. 

His end thus anfwered^ he brought back 
fourteen (ketches, which thofe who are 
plcafed with thcfe fubjefts, as weH Fo- 
reigners as Natives, have judged Worthy 
the attention of the Gurious. 

He takes upon him to aflure the Pub- 
lic, that not only the hrger Maffes are 
defigned in thèfe Views, but that he has 
made out even the Jhaïïèr', and that 
nothing is added from imagination only; 
as in almoft • all the Drawings of thefè 
places he has had an opportunity of feeing. 
That ,he had examined the Print from à 

Plate 

• The anthor har excepted from this coniiif e two 
Views of ChamQuniy , drawn witii great care and c* 
aâneis bjMr. Jalahrl. 
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Plate of Mr. Vhari in London^ reprefent- 
ing the icy valley of Montawwert^ of 
which he affirms there is hardly fo much 
as one ftroke taken from Nature ; and: 
that another of the valley of Chamouni is 
equally falfe; (he means the thirteenth 
Plate in the account of the Glaciers, of 
Switzerland^ by Mr: Groumr) ^M which 
will not appear- extraordijiary^ when we 
are informed.that thofe gentlemen^ who. 
had hitherto gotie over the Glaciers % 
Were rather, men of I'afie than of I>ratightft 
men. Me has experienced befides^ that 
onç journey is infuflScient to render dfaw** 
ings of this fort perfeft. That he fomid^ 
it highly neceflary to attend to the pecu- 
liar ftate and condition, of the air. and- 
weather, of which we never can be fe- 
(sure, and whith may prove very unfavou- 
rable to the Defigner, upon à fmgle vifit^ 
or in. one feafon. only j though the com- 
pletion. 

♦ Glacier i «rc btda of ice acdunulated upon the dci? 
clivities between mountains. 
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pletion of his (ketches muft depend upon 
their clearnefs and ferenity. We go to 
the valleys — are ftruck with admiration—- 
trace out fonme loofe lines in hafte — add a 
few reviling touches by way of nîemo- 
randums, and at our return ImagiruUion 
does the reft.. 

He makes no fcruplc to fay, that it 
k after this manner moft of the Views 
which accompany the defcription of the 
Glaciers of Switzerland have been execut- 
ed, and that of the Seventeen Plates 
which adorn this work, there are only 
, three to be relied on for their exaânefsj. 
though he acknowledges at the fame time, 
they are engraved, with Hajic. 

With refpeâ: to the fpecies of en^^ 
graving for his own Drawings, he gives 
the preference to etchings ^^ (if they may be 
called' Engravings) as more in the (tile of 
a Painter ; and he apprehends the biting- 
• in Aquafortis will have a freer effeâ: in thefe 
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Subjects than the ftrokes of the graven' . 
He adds another reafon for the preference 
of ttcMngs in this inftance, which had 
more weight with him perhaps than the 
former,- namely, that the etchings could 
be finifhed by htmfelf. A love of truth 
and exaftnefs feems to operate very 
powerfully with our Author, and thefe 
could not precifely be attended to by a 
perfon who had not at leaft been prefent 
at the taking his Defigns : the engravings 
might have had an elegance and for ce ^ but a 
r^^/Connoiffeur, as he veryjuftly obferves, 
will in this cafe give the preference to a 
Elate of inferior merit, in which he can 

• 

dépend upon the Faithfulnefe of the 
^eprefentation. 
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Appearance 
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they are now iathe pofTeilloti of a Gentleman ia 
England. 
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H E Relation here' publifhed, is the 
fruit of three journeys into the Dutchy of 
Savoy. To obtain a juftidea of a coun- 
try fituated in the very heart of the Alps, 
will I prcfumc, be allowed a much more 
difficult undertaking, than to acquire the 
knowledge of almoft any other. A fingle 
vifit to moft places, is in general fuffici- 
ent to anfwer every purpofe ; and efpeci- 
ally to fuch as having been already many 
times defcribed, the later traveller h^.^ vc 
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in his power to compare the feparatc re- 
marks of others who have gone before. 
him, and to blend them, if he pleafes, 
in a new narration with his own. All this 
iseafy, and familiar; whereas ot^ attempt 
to vifit and defcribe a country little 
known, and almoft wholly feparated from, 
others, without archives, or memorials, 
(not to mention the fatigues and hazards 
of the journey,) has a.claim upon the can^ 
dour of the Public. 

I conceived, neverthelefs, that I ought 
not from a prefumption of this indul* 
gence, to haften the impreflion of my 
eflays, till they were in fome degree cor- 
redt. Four years have pafled between 
my firft journey and my laft; my pa- 
pers in the mean time have been. Ihown to 
every perfon who was defirous of peru- 
fmg them ; and it was not till September 
laft*, that I declared by an advcrtifement 

my 

* 177^ 
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my determination for printing them. But 
the work defigned for publication, was it 
feems delayed too long; a reafon which 
perhaps determined one of my country- 
men to be beforehand with his Foy^^e Pit" 
torefque aux Glaciers : He undertook this 
journey furnifh'd with my Narrative, and 
he compleated it in fix or feven days : yet 
although he tells us, that befet out with a 
fixed refilhition to go over the GlacierSy he 
really has feen no more of them than 
one; which to fay the truth, he feems 
barely to have feen ; and he has not even 
fo rriuch as attempted to give a look at the 
reft ; convinced, he fey s, that a walk of 
many leagues would afford him but a re- 
petition of the very fame objefts, which 
had already made their full imprelfion. A 
new and cafy method this of deciding from 
ignorance, without the trouble of exami- 
nation. 

m 

It may well befuppofed I could fay more 
upon this hafty Narrative of my country- 

B 2 TÎV^XV^ 
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man, were the fubjeû of importance; 
but I pafs it by, to give the 'Reader fomc 
account of a journey I have lately made 
to the Glaciers of the Canton of Berm^ 
and thofe of Fallais^ which has taken me 
up three weeks. 

A conviftion of the relation there is be- 
tween thefe Glaciers, and thofe of Savcy-^ 
their general refemblance, and the ap- 
pearances which fpecifically diftinguiflx 
them, are not the only fruits I have ga- 
thered in this journey. Fourteen new 
Views ^ with which I have enriched my 
collection in the excurfion, will bé fubje6ts 
of a particular Relation, and of a new 
Work; yet it feems but juft in this place, 
to advertife the Public, that thefe Glaci- 
ers are very far from being fo agreeable to 
go over as thofe ofCbamoum\ and that they 
are in general much lefs confiderable ; 
that the roads, which frequently are diffi- 
cult, and fometimes dangerous, the moun- 
tains we mull crofs, and the valleys of 
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eight, ten, or twelve leagues in length, 
it is neceflary to pafs from one end to the 
other, exhauft the ftrength fo much, we 
have not always enough of it remaining, 
to obtain a fight of thofe objedts which 
merit our attention moft; whereas the 
Glaciers of Savoy^ have not fo many of 
thefé inconveniencies : they are nearer to 
each other, and they offer in the fpace 
of a few leagues only, a multitude of ob- 
jedts, as extraordinary, as they are de- 
lightful. 

It was on my return from this labori- 
ous journey to the Glaciers of Berne^ and 
Fallais^ that I re-entered the valley of 
Cbcmiouni. The Montanvert^ and the Bre- 
vette which r again afcended, have af- 
forded new obfervations concerning the 
annual' accumulations and increafe of the 
ice, as well as of the manner in which 
thefe Glaciers are formed, 

• 

B 3 The 
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"The firft time of my afcending Mount 
Breveity I was ailcmiflied at the quantity 
of fnow and ice that covei^ the foot of 
the Needles ; but I was now more fo*, to 
behold three new Glaciers, well formed, 

• 

and already very confiderable ; tp fee the 
whole extent I had gone over two years 
before covered with ftiow and ice, as 
well as the little lake, upon the banks of 
which we had fo comfortably retted. The 
Glacier des Pèlerins was likewife confidera- 
bly enlarged, and offered at its bafe,a prof- 
pedt, which does not yield in point of 
beauty to the Mafs of the Arveron. The 
accumulation of this ice refembles a city 
of cryftal, and has this peculiar advan- 
tage, that it is not bounded in with bro- 
ken rocks, but iituated amidtt lofty 
woods, and fields, and paftures, which 
afford themoft delightful verdure? The 

Mafs 

♦ Thefe obfervations will be more ftrîkîng to thofe 
who kave already perufed this relation/ and have 
formed an idea aï {he places here mentioned. 
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Mafs of the Arverm. which I likewife re- 
vifitcd, was augmented about forty feet, 
and although thi$ was in the middle of 
Auguft, the Dome was not yet discove- 
rable. 

Let any otie now reprefent to himfelf . 
the profpeA of eight inunejife Glaciers, 
in fucceilion, fufpended above a valley of 
no more than fix or feven leagues in 
length ; let him imagine them furround- 
ed with the moll agreeable and ten- 
der verdure, inta-mixed with crops of 
wheat and barley ; and when he refleéts 
that thefe Glaciers are fending forth a 
thoufand rills, not lefs agreeable, than fa- 
lutary and ufefid {(^ the neceffities of man, 
what fubjeéts df meditation and latitude 
do they afford, towards that infinitely 
good and gracious Providence, fo fruitful 
in means, fo powerful in effe<5ts, and fo 
admirable in all his works ! 

B 4 But 
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But if carrying our thoughts to their 
original, we confider how thefe fields of 
ice have gradually been conftruéted, we 
fliall not be lefs afFedted with the contem- 
plation of their fmall beginnings, than 
their vaftnefs in completion. A view of 
thefe prodigious objedts, ftrikes, aftonifli- 
cs, and confounds the imagination. That 
collection ofi overwhelming waves, heap- 
ed upon each other, which we fee from 
Montanvert^ has more than once obtained 
the mofl: brilliant hypothefes; but the 
obfervation of their flight commence- 
ment difpofes to Refledlion, and con- 
duds more furely to the truth. 

I NOW experienced this upon the Brevenj 
Two years before, I found but little fnow 
upon that mountain : there was a confide- 
rable quantity in my laft journey. I 
croffed over large maffes which hung upon 
a fleep flope, and had already taken the 
form of thofe waves of ice, in the valley 
of Montanvert j and thefe waves which 

aflifted 
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aflifted us in treading fafely, have here no 
other caufe than the winds which blow 
down in gufts over the tops of the Nee- 
dles. This is what the moft inconfidera- 
ble inhabitant of Cbamouni is capable of 
demonftrating : But the very fame caufe 
which operates on the Brev&n, operates 
at Montanverty at the Glacier du Tour^ and 
at that des Pèlerins^ in a manner ftill more 
fenfible -, thefe Glaciers being more diredt- 
ly under the gullies or openings between 
their tops. The winds then are a princi-- 
/>^/ caufe, perhaps the only one, of the 
precipitation of thefe little hills and ridges 
of ice ; they mull neceflarily operate 
more in proportion tothe fteepnefs of the 
defcent ; and it is for this reafon, tlmt the 
higher we advance upon thefe valleys of 
ice, the more the beds or ridges are uni-^ 
ted, till they become entirely fo at the 
higheft part of the valley, and continue 
thus to its extremity. 

Bs It 
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It is not only in the valley of Cbmunmi^ 
that I could judge of this efFed of the 
winds; but even upon the Glaciers and 
maffes of ice, both in the Pays de Vd- 
îaisy and in Switzerland: 1 (hall give only 
one inftance. 

To theeaft of Grimfel^ a very lofty 
mountain which conftitutes the eaftermoft 
boundary of the States of Berne^ and of 
the Pays de FaJlaiSy' there is a valley of ice, 
the largeft, the moft elevated, and the 
moft beautiful one can imagine. At the 
top of this Glacier are diftin^flied thpfe 
furrows, which point out the accidental 
direftion of the winds. The waves be- 
gin at a little diftance from the opening 
of the gulleys, and gradually increafe by 
reafon of the defcent of the Glacier, 
which offers us at its bottom a coUedtion 
of ice that is prodigioufly grand and ftrik- 
ing. 



It 
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It is from this magnificent Glacier that 
the Rhone takes its fource. Sitting here 
at the foot of this immenfe mafs of ice, 
with a view of defigning it, I was pre- 
vented by a very ftrcMig, direâ; and re- 
gular wind, which it was difficult to op- 
pofe, and whofe cold was moft exceffive- 
ly piercing ; but it loft of its force, m 
proportion as I retreated farther from the 
bafe of the mountain, till at laft I per- 
ceived no more of it; the weather in. 
the mean time was remarkably fine, 
and the fky entirely difengaged from 
clouds. 

The winds then which labour continu-- 
ally to pafs thefe elevated guUeys, fome- 
tirhes plunge to the foot of die mountains ' 
with more violence and fury, than the 
hurricanes that ravage our plains; and 
the hollows which they form are Very eafy 
to be diftinguilhed. They raife new 
ice over the old, add projections to that 
which before was even, and feem to 
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give the whole aflemblage of waves a 
progreflive movement and activity, which 
impofes upon our fight. 

Such is the principal caufe of the form 
which the ice takes upon the Glaciers, 
and of its accumulation at their feet. 
Thofe of Cbatmuni feem* to prove it. 
Towards whatever point of the compafs 
a Glacier is fituated, we at all times find 
the wind blowing direftly down upon us 
from it ; and as this is the cafe with every 
one of them, however oppofite, it ac- 
counts for that variety of their (hapes, 
the firft fight of which ftrikes us fo won- 
derfully. 

After this digreflion upon the ice 
in general, (which 'is not fo fatisfadtory I 
own as might be wiflied, but which the 
fubjeft feem'd to call for, and may polTi- 
bly afford foitie hints to others ;) I think 
I ought to infert an obfervation of Mr. 

De 
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De^ Rohan Chabot^ which he mentioned 
to me at Cbamouni. I have fkid in my 
relation, that the valley of Montanvert 
is only a quarter of ^ league broad ; but 
this gentleman has obferved, that at the 
foot of the Dru^ there are feveral large 
paftures covered with herds of cows, 
which the eye can hardly difcern from 
the oppofite fide : this obfervation leads 
us to eftiraate the breadth of this valley 
to be at leaft three quarters of a league ^ 
and in fa6l: when I was the laft time upon 
Morùanvert^ I found the obfervation to 
be juft. I was deceived by appearances 
that impofed upon every perfon prefent ; 
the mountains which furround this valley 
being fo immeafurably vaft, that the eye 
is not able to eftimate its general epçtent 
with a fufficient degree of exadtnefe ; the- 
air likewife, on account of its purity, 
does not fend ofF objeds fo far, as below 
upon the plains, but brings then» forward 

by 

f Coui\t of Jaitvî^^ 
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by their brightnefs, and thus rontributes 
to the illufion : they were thefe very cau- 
les which continually deceived us in our 
walk along the Needles. 

It is certainly a very great miftake 
likewife in any perfon^ to fuppofe it pofli- 
ble for him to afcend Mount Blanc i if 
its top, difcovered from Cbammni^ does 
not feem to advance fo much, it is, 
becaufe Mount Blanc does not (hew 
itfelf tbere^ what it really is, on account 
of our being too near its bafe*. That 
this is the true caufe is evident from the 
. following circumftances, that fo far from. 

appear- 

* For the fame reafon that it is impoffible to judge 
of the height of the Monument in London, from the. 
diftance only of a ftreet's breadth ; but . fifty fuch^ 
buildings placed upon each other, would fall very 
far ihort of the height of Mount Blanc^ from its 
bale In the talley of Chamouni ; the utmoft length of 
which valley is not more than between ûx and feven 
leagues, and whofe breadth docs not any where exceed, 
diree quarters of a mile. 
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appearing lower, when we are upon 
Mount BreveHy it fcems on the contrary 
to raife itfelf in proportioa to our cfeva- 
tion ; and it is but three leagues from 
Chamouniy that it appears in aU its. majef- 
ty. I have feen Mount Blanc from the 
Ftmrke^ at the diftance of more than a 
hundred miles; it there appears to rife fo 
much above the chain of the Needles^ 
that they feem only like a bank of fnow 
?it its foot. 

If hitherto the feveral dfefcriptions 
which have been given of the maffes and 
valleys of ice which one fees at Cbanwuniy 
ftrikîng as they are, have rather deterred 
travellers from vifiting it, thi«i encou- 
raged them, the reafon is, becaufe it ià 
not eafy to conneft the ideas of rocks^ 
and precipices, and ice, with thofe of 
beautiful, extenfive woods, rich ena- 
mell'd paftures,^ fields, and gardiens fine- 
ly cultivated y whereas in reality, this 

country 
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country fo far from being horrid, invites 
us even by its elegance and gaiety : it is 
befides extremely healthy, and its waters 
are good ; its warmth, it is true, is con- 
fiderably abated by the. neighbourhood 
of the ice; but thofe who know the 
quantity of excellent honey fent annually 
from Chamouniy (which begins to be pre- 
ferr'd even to that of Narbenne) will have 
no doubts about the agreeable tempera- 
ture of this valley ; and excepting^ fome 
few openings of a favage afpect through 
the mountains, the journey is not fa dif- 
ficult, fince they have begun to mend 
the roadjj. In fhort, the inhabitants are 
civil, and not uninftrudted, they behave 
with much propriety in converfation, 
and there i& hardly any country in Europe, 

where good faith is fo general as here. 
What I have faid of the honeft people at 
Cbamounij is applicable to thofe in every 
other part of Savoy I have travelled over. . 
The inhabitants of Cluji, and of Sal/en- 
cbe in particular, have a native fweetnefs. 

and 
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■and complaifance in their behaviour, 
which renders them extremely fociable ; 
and all tbefe diftriâs have the happinefs 
of living under a very moderate Go- 
vernment, wjiich proteds and leaves 

them to enjoy in Teourity the fruits of 
their labour. 
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A HE view of Nature in her fimpleft 
and moft' uniform appearance, never fails 
to have its efFefts upon an attentive be- 
holder-, fuch impreffions become more 
agreeable, as the objefts which excite 
them are more varied; and that rich dif- 



play of beauty^ in h^ kffeif elegant De- 
figns, induces a ferenity or pleafure, 
which is ftill more captivating: but of 
all jhe, pifture3 ftie prefents us, thofe of 
mountains covered with eternal fnows,' 
whofe fummits reach beyond the clouds, 
and whofe forms are fb majeftic, are by 
fas the moft afFefting, as they fill the 
mind with an idea of her grandeur and 
fublimity. 

It is eafy for a man of tafte to add 
to and embellifli works of art, which he * 
propofes for his imitation; but his ut- 
moft efFcM'ts muft fall (hort of equalling 
the greater models of Nature herfelf. 
This obfervation will be verified parti- 
cularly here, where greatnefs and beauty 
are fo exquifitely united in the fame 
piece, that the utmoft powers of Defcrip- 
tton can excite but a very faint, imper- 
fedt reprefentation of the inimitable ori- 
ginals. 

The 
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The ideas men^are apt to form of dif- 
tant countries, f]x>tn the relations of 
Travellers, are generally raifed alnnje the 
truth : their ideas of the Alps are \miver- 
fally kelow it : except the common pafla- 
ges by France into lialy and Germany^ the 
reft are almoft. wholly unknown to ftran- 
gers ; Aofe e^cially which are in Savoy, 
The produdlions of the country draw but 
few perfons into it : the difficulty of the 
ix>ads, the ftraights which mull be paflfed, 
to go from one valley into anothep, infu- 
fete (if I may ufe the expreffion) their 
different inhabitants : and the moderatf- 
ea of their defxres, which are bounded 
aknoit by the necejfaries of life, prevents 
even a wifli to go beyond dieir limits. 
There .are indeed fome few perfona 
among them who are drawn into the 
world by commerce ; but thefe, familia- 
rized to objedks conftantly before them, 
in the places where they have been wit- 
neffes o£ their produftion, and lefs atten- 
tive probably to their forms, than to the 
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înconveniencics arifing from them, fet 
very little value iipon their beauties: 
with Yefpeâ: to the neighbouring people 
in general, who live on the outfide of 
thefe Valleys, as the mountains which 
environ them, offer nothing to their 
fight but rocks and ice, they have not 
the lead inclination to approach them out 
of curiofity. 

At the fame time how many fcenes 
are there highly worthy of our attention ! 
fertile fmiling valleys, rich delightfnl 
hills, beautifol and even extenfive prbf- 
pe£ts ; what variety of different forms ! 
Here a level country finely cultivated, rifing 
hills with farms and villages, and higher 
over thefe a ridge of mountains : on the 
other hand, luxuriant meadows . inters- 
fedted by the Arve^ which breaks into a 
number of channels ^ whilfl the eye con- 
duced through the natural openings as 
through artificial viiftas, travels on diredl- 
ly to the diftance ; or we look above the 
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tops of neighbouring woods, that Hop- 
ing from our feet, wind down into the 
bottom of a dale» 

The farther we penetrate, the more 
we are delighted with the beauties of this 
romantic region. The views become 
ftill more and more engaging as we ad- 
vance ; every valley appears like .a new 
country from its. different form; over- 
hanging rocks of a prodigious height, 
and torrents pouring down in fheets 
from their very fummitis, are fuch won- 
ders of Nature, as it is impoffible to 

• 

look upon without a mixture of aftoni(h- 
ment and awe ; to heighten the pidture, 
we may add the different tints of rocks 
and mountains, their contrail with the 
browner colour of the woods, and the 
whitenefs of the jQiow and ice, efpecially , 
when enlightened by the fun ; their tops 
at fun-rife taking the (imilitude of melt- 
ed filver, and at his fetting that of gold, 
whilft the refradions of his rays by their- 
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angles, fometimes offer fuch variegated 
fplendor, as exceeds defcription. — ; — 

Mille trahens vju-ios adverfo fole colores. 

There is ftill a fingular emotion which 
the fight of this country excites in the 
mind, from the prodigious height of the 
mountains, , which furround thefe valleys 
on every fide. Mount Bknc efpecially, 
produces a fenfation which is very diffi- 
cult to explain. An obelilk of one hun- 
dred yards, appears of a prodigious 
height, yet we can form a tolerable idea 
of it from recolledion ojr imagination 
only ; but when that height is thirty or 
nearly forty* times increafed, upon, a 
bafe proportionably maffive, which yet 
the eye can take in at one view, the 
mind is almoft loft in the fublimity of its \ 

own 



• 



The height of Mount BlanCy from Its bafe in 
the valley of Cbamouni, falls little fliort of four thou- 
(ând Englijb yards. 
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own idea, and no tongue whatever is ca- 
pable of defcribing, and conveying 
juftly to others, the fucceffively humilia- 
ting, elevated, awful feelings of the 
foul, upon the fight of fuch an objeft. 

Such are the beauties of this country, 
which would probably have ftill continued 
unknown, but for the rude relations of 
its peafants, who bring us annually their 
honey and their cryftals. The frightful 
pidture which they gave us of their valleys 
of ice, and of their ftupendous mountains, 
thofe extraordinary accounts, (which pro- 
cured thefe fnowy precipices the a{)pella- 
tion of Les Montagnes Maudites *) excited 
the curiofity of two Englijb gentle- 
men f, who redded fome time fince at 
• Geneva. 

C 2 It 

* The accurfed Mountains. 

f The late Colonel IVindham, of NorfoH^ and 
Mr. Pocock, 
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It was in the month of June 1741, 
that they undertook this journey, well 
mounted and armed, as if they were go- 
ing into an enemy *s country ; they had 
the precaution likewife to take widi.thcm, 
not only ammunition, but provifions. and 
baggage, and encamped in the open air, 
neai: Sallencbe. There are dill fome ^0- 
ple at Cbamouniy who remember to 4iave 
feen them under their tents, (which -were 
pitched in a meadow .by the banks of the 
j^rve) and keeping a ftriâ guard round 
their little camp,; a fpe<£tacle this fo new 
and fmgular to :the good people of the 
country, tliat their wonder and aftonilh- 
ment at it, contributed not a little to the 
amufement of our Travellers. 

The happy return of thefe gentlemen 
without any difagreeable accident, and, 
^he defcription which Mr. fVyndham gave 
of their journey, excited the curiofity 
of others to follow their example : but all 
thefe Travellers* contented themfelves 
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with going up to Montanvfrt^ defcending 
into the valley, and walking a few paces 
upon, the ice. It was referved for Mr. 
Profeflbr De Saujfure^' to be the firft wW 
ftiould have the courage and refolution 
to penetrate acrofs the ice, to the very- 
extremity of the valleys. 

His various and extenfive knowledge, 
which he poffefTes in fo eminent a degree, 
rendered his remarks interefting, and oc- 
cafioned a defire to have them publillied, 
particularly thofe which relate to the na- 
tural hiftory of thofe places. 
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Geneva to Sallenche. 



T 



H E Glaciers we are* going over, 
are fituated to the north eaft of Geneva^ 
at the diftance of about fixteen or twenty 
leagues, and are furrounded with the 
highefl, and moft nigged of all the 
mountains of the AIps^ namely, thofe 
which continue the chain from Mount 
Ceny to great St. Bernard^ and from whofe 
fummits, if they were acceffible, one 
might difcover the plains of Piedmont. 
The moft faviDurable time for this journey 
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is in the end of July, or the beginning 
of Auguft; for at this feafon the latefl: 
fnows being generally melted, leave the 
dangerous paflages difcoverable. If the 
traveller thinks proper, the journey may 
be made on horfeback, or even in a car- 
riage as far as Sallenche ; but he cannot 
poflibly have the pleafure of feeing and 
obferving every thing that merits his at- 
tention fo well this way as on foot ; be- 
fides that he muft neceffarily be fubjedted 
to great precautions; and it was for thefe 
reafons, that we made choice of the lat- 
ter manner of travelling, in preference 
to the other. 



>^.., 
♦.i' 



Favoured therefore by the weather, 
we fet out from Geneva early in the even- 
ing, and laid at Bonneville that night. 
This route, which is but five leagues, is 
botii fafe and entertaining. 

Bonneville, fituated at the foot of 
Mok^ between that mountain and the 

C 4 river 



-';' 
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river Arve^ is the capital of Fauctgny^ 
where the Intendant of the capital refides. 
As it was night when we arrived, the 
place appeared to us extremely agreeable ^ 
a fountain in the middle of a large fquare 
planted with trees, and furrounded with 
houfes which feemed tolerably handfome, 
their windows enlightened, and the peo- 
ple civil and polite, all contributed to 
give us a grand idea of the place; but 
the morning robbed it of a part of thofe 
beauties, which we thought it had pof- 
feflfed. The hopfes were large indeed, 
bat rather in decay; the principal church, 
though great, is in a bad Tafte, and that 
of the BarnabiteSy though tolerably ele- 
gant, is very fmall. Their convent is 
the fined building in the city. A bridge 
over the Arve^ which we crofs at this 
place in our way to Clufe^ is large, mally, 
and well built, conducing us by the foot- 
way into a valley about half a league 
wide, and twice as long, through which 
the river winds its courfe, and on each 
« fide 
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fide of wTiofe banks are meadows cover- 
ed with flirubs, and bounded by lofty 
mountains enriched ^with woods. After 
an hour's walk, the country opens, and 
forms an agreeable plain of an oval figure, 
the ftiorter axis of which may be about 
two leagues, the longer three: it/ is here 
that the Arve and Giffre meet. The Gif- 
fre is a river, which, taking its rife from 
the melting of the ice at the Glacier of 
Buety runs by I'aninge ; it fwells exceed- 
ingly upon a fall of rain, and abopnds 
with trouts,. fome of which are caught 
that weigh fourteea or fifteen pounds 
each. This part of the country is reck- 
oned to be the moft fertile^, and beft cul- 
tivated of any in: Savoy. We meet no 
Ihocking fcenes. of want and poverty, 
and every one appears fatisfied with his 
condition. The women are handfome, 
and drefs neatly, and moft. of them wear 
a fmall ftraw hat, which gives them a 
genteel air. 

C 5 We 
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We Hopped a little beyond Songy^ a vil- 
lage about a quarter of a league in length, 
where there îs a tolerably handfome 
church ; and, generally fpeaking, we 
found this route very pleafant. The 
road from Songy to Clufe- is highly enter- 
taining: The moft engaging points of 
view; hills delightfully enriched, floping 
downs, and ridges of the fined verdure, 
with the country houfes of citizens, which 
catch the attention at a diftance, and en- 
liven all the landfcape, fufficiently com- 
penfated our labour; even the mind itfelf 
found a moft agreeable repofe from the 
fight of this -valley, bounded in by lofty 
mountains: It feemed tous a little world 
apart, where nothing was wanting to the 
happinefs of man. 

ARRIVED near Clufe ^ we paffed by the 
foot of a rock, which appears as it were 
fufpended above the road, and whofe brow 
is overhung with trees. It is reported that . 
m tJiis place the iuhabitauts of Clufe once • 
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defeated a party of foreign troops, by roll- 
ing down (lones upon them from the 
mountain. Farther on, we find a bridge 
acrofs the Arve^ but in a ruined (late and 
condition, and near it is a path cut in the 
rock, by which the traveller is conduced 
to Annecy-^ its top commands a view of the 
whole valley, and even that of Geneva y 
which is feen through an opening between 
two mountains. 

Cluse is by no means handfome, nor 
has it much the appearance of being weal- 
thy; its principal inhabitants are Watch- 
makers, Joiners, and Shoemakers, but no 
people of fafhion refide here. The town 
was formerly under the government of 
Savoy y pofTefled of the highefl privileges, 
and was the capital of Faùcigny, . A con- 
flagration, which left very fev/ of its houfes 
{landing, occafioned part of the inhabi- 
tants to remove to Bonneville^ with the 
Intendant of the Province where he fet- 
tied 'y but the town has fmce been rebuilt. 
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The Clujtans^ who reckon about three 
hundred families, pretend that their town 
is better peopled than Bonneville^ which 
may be the cafe, though it is not fo ex=- 
tenfive ; but the ftreets and houfes here, 
are not to be compared with thofe of. 
Bonneville. The freeedom of this corpo- 
ration may be purchafed for the amount 
of only a hundred livres of Piedmont^ 
which gives the right of trading in cattle 
and other commodities, without paying 
the duties and bridge-tolls, as far as Suze. 
The Count DeRetnilly was defirousof abo- 
lirtiing this privilege, exadting the fame 
duties from its burgeffes as from ftrangers : 
an aftion was brought, and the affair ar- 
gued in court. The Count has fince ac- 
knowledged the right of fuch as ftaid in 
Clu/e, but is unwilling to allow the tight 
of thofe at Bonneville^ and the matter is 
ilillin litigation» 

The refidence of many of the inhabi- 
tants likewife in the country at a coniide- 
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rable diftance, where the comforts they en- 
joy are fo much beyond thofe of towns, 
would foon have made them forget their 
fellow citizens the Clufian$. Thefc were 
fenfible of it, and conceived the only 
means of recalling them would be by in- 
ftituting patriotic Feftivals and Games; 
and fuch in faft is their influence upon 
the heart, that they aflemble to them 
from all parts. Every year, upon the fé- 
cond féaft of Pentecoft, the citizens in 
arms, and in their uniform, meet to Jboot 
the bird"^ upon a very high rock. He who 
brings it down is acknowledged Abbot of 

the 

• This bird is ufually of wood, about the fize of 
a pigeon, whofe breaft Ts covered with a plate of iron, 
but perforated fo as to be loofèly placed upon a (hort 
fpindle, at the end of a maftupon an eminence. Con- 
Ad érable honours and emoluments are givéà in many 
towns of Sioitzerlandy to the pierfon who brings it 
down with a (ingle bullet : At Laufanne and Lutry^ 
upon the lake of Genevoy befides a rewa^rd of twen- 
ty crowns, it intltles him to an exemption from a tax 
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the Bafoche^ and the firft ufe he makes of 
his power, is to create a free man. 

The management of the affairs of this 
city, is veiled in a council confiding of 
four fyndics, and twelve counfellors, who- 
govern by written laws. Clufe has ftill a 
Marquis^ but who can claim no other pri- 
vilege, than that of having the tongues 
of all the cows and oxen that are killed 
there. I (hall conclude what I have .to 
fay of this place, with obferving that the 
city is not to be difcerned till you are up- 
on it. It hath before it the large fweep- 

ing 

upon the purchafe of as eftate, provided the purchafe 
be made within a year ; and he has moreover the pri- 
vilege of exempting one friend from the fame payment; 
which advantages go on to the vidtor at the next annu- 
al feftival. The reader probably has anticipated a 
camparifon of the fimilar exercife, in honour of Pa* 
troclus and Anchifes, It may neverthelefs be remarkisd 
in favour of the Clujtans particularly, that the modern 
inftitution is fuperior in its motives, more humane io 
ha çxerçîfe, and mox^ h^ouoMx^bk la Its tcw^id». . 
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ing * valley I have mentioned, of an o- 
val form, behind it and on one fide lofty 
mountains, which projed, and feem to 
meditate its deftrudlion. • 

At our departure from Clufe^ one would 
have believed it impracticable to go to 
Salknche without croffing the mountain, 
and we were furprized to find a plain level 
road, running in a narrow defile, be- 
tween high mountains, that form almoft 
a dome above it : the paflage between 
them is filled up by the Arve^ and the 
road through which we pafsj but it opens 
infenfibly; the River enlarging forms a 
variety of fmall iflands, and in fome pla- 
ces there are nteadows between the road 
and the Arve: the farther we go on, the 
more the objects are diverfified : we meet 
with rocks cut perpendicularly down their 
, fides, whofe firft appearance gives us an 
idea of fome venerable antique building, 

orna- 

• • 

* Pa|e 14. 
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ornamented with cornices and mouldings ; 
again we come at mafly fragments, 
which bbftrufted in their fall by others, 
form in the fufpenfion vaults and cavems, 
that are overgrown with ftirubs and bulh*- 
es : add to this the tread of travellers, 
the found of whofe fteps is many times 
re-echoed, and the trotting of a fingle 
horfe fo multiplied, that one might eafily 
fuppofe there was a detachment of caval- 
ry coming up upon full march. 

But what chiefly merits our obfervati- 
on in this route, is a moll magnificent 
cavern, which the fun never enters, and 
which is hollowed into the middle of the 
mountain above Balme. a hamlet about a 
league from Clufe^ 

To arrive at it, we were obliged' to 
climb this mountain, over thickets or ra- 
ther undetwoods, to the foot of the rocks. 
After feveral fruitlefe attempts to get up,. 

we 
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we availed ourfelves at laft of the branch- 
es of a nut-tree that hung over, which 
wejuft managed to catch hold of, and 
placing our feet upon the end of a pole, 
held up by one of our condudlors to the 
cavern, by this means gain*d the top. 
What ideas did the fight of this place af- 
ford us ! Its front prefents a large portico 
formed by the rocks, with two entrances ; 
that on the left pretty high^ but which 
goes in^ only a few paces ; whereas the 
other on the right finks into the body of 
the mountain, and the ftiadows gradually 
deepen, till the fight is terminated by ab- 
folute darknefs. 

Prepared to enter it, we lighted fe- 
veral flambeaux, and followed our con- 
ductors under the arch : a paflage at firft 
of a confiderable width j^ but narrowing 
after we had advanced about fifty yards, 
led us into chambers of a very fingular 
form, the fides of which were covered 
with a (hining vamithj^ and glittered with 
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a thoufand colours ; crofling thefe cham- 
bers we came to a magnificent kind of 
chapel, formed by the hand of nature, 
crowned with a cupola of bold conftruéti- 
on, and omamented with a variety of fi- 
gures : we find here ftaladtites of differ- 
ent forts, jets of a very hard fubftance^ 
but brittle as glafs, and tubes, fome of 
which are opaque, and others tranfparent : 
the walls in turn are likewife decorated 
with, variety of ornaments, yet fo admi- 
rably, though accidentally, fuited, as not 
to interrupt a Unity . of ftyle which is 
throughout the whole *. 

I» 

• The peculiar fuitablenefs, as well as a confidera- 
ble portion of the beauty of thefe ornaments, is rather 
to be fought for perhaps, in the elegance and barmot^ 
of the Author's own mind, than in the objedts them- 
felves. In all his defcriptions, he difcovers that luxu- 
riance and enthufiafm of fancy, which without inftruc- 
tions have conftituted him the Painter and the Mufi' 
cian of Nature. 
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In one part again, we have columns 
on their pedeftals, others overturned, or 
feemingly fufpended, whilft others repre- 
fent in a very pidlurefque manner, the 
ruins of a magnificent palace. Turning 
to another part, you might fancy your- 
felf in an arfenal, with a profiifion of 
arms ranged in different forms, difcove- 
rable by their fplendor ; and on every 
fide almoft, were brilliants, which fpark- 
ling at the different movement of our 
lights, ftill aided the aflonilhing variety. 

After having attentively confidered, 
and always with a frefh aftoniftiment-, the . 
beauties which this place reprefented, we 
again went forward ; and now counting 
up our fteps, and finding that we had* 
advanced about four hundred paces, our 
condudlors recommended us to be more 
cautious how we went on, as we were 
approaching to a very deep hole in the 
middle of the cavern, of which indeed 

\!îcss. 
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the hollow found of our. voices gave us 
notice. Arrived at its brink, we ventured 
to throw down a lighted grenade ; fur- 
prized at not immediately hearing the cf- 
feû, we were prepared to repeat the fame 
experiment, when after a minute and' a 
half's expeâation, we were aftoniftied 
with the loudeft report imaginable : hap- 
pily for us, there were fome flam- 
beaux at fuch a diflance, as not to be af-. 
fedted by the explofion, which extin- 
guiftied all thofe that were near; even 
the thick volumes. of finoke which came 
up from the bottom, might alone have 
been fufficient to extinguifli them; but 
taking the precaution to carry fome lights 
farther off, the experiment may be made 
without danger. 

From this abyfs we advanced four 
hundred paces farther into the mountain, 
till flopped by the waters, We were oblig- 
ed to return back the fame way we came. 
There are in many places heaps of cryf- 

talized 



I 
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talized matter, of a pyramidal figure, 
which fometimes interrupt the paflage, and 
thefe heaps or mafles, which are formed 
by water drxjpping from the top and fides 
of the cavern, may in time wholly flop 
up the road. Such was the efFedt of 
our long flay here, that at firfl comii^g 
out of the mountain, the air appeared to 
us of an extraordinary fplendor, and to 
vibrate as from a conflagration in the 
night. 

After warming onrfelves in the fun, 
we defcended the rock, by the fame means 
we had employed to afcend it, fome of 
our conductors being ready to receive us 
below. We then croffed the refl of the 
mountain through woods, with much la- 
bour, and were often under a neceffity of 
Aiding down the declivity of hills, not 
without feveral falls, in which fome loofe 
fragments of rocks join'd the party : to 
fave himfelf trouble, one of the company 
rode down upon a large flone, which car- 
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ried him fafe to the bottom. The time 
we fpent in examining this cavern was at 
leaft four hours. After taking a little re- 
pofe ?xBaltnej we continued our journey 
in the road to SaUembe^ which offered us 
different objedts, and procured us new 
pleafures. 

From the foot of a beautifU caf- 
cade, we had the vjew of a large and lof- 
ty mountain, feated upon a bafe finely 
cultivated ^ lower dgwn were meadows, 
cornfields, woods, houfes, which feem- 
ed to contefl the pleafure of delighting us ; 
' whilfl feveral little iflands formed by the 
Arve, cloathed with a verdure which fcts 
off the whitenefs of its fands, and the 
valley of a confiderable extent, offer to 
the man of tafle and fentiment, a com- 
pofition of objedls that touches him, and 
gives his mind a fatisfaftion and a plea- 
fure, which may be felt much better than 
it can poflibly be defcribed. 

At- 
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At fome diftance from this fpot, »we 
pafled the village of Maghnd^ the mofl 
agreeable we had yet feen. The women 
of the place, who arehandfome, added 
to the agreeablenefs of it, and the grace- 
ful fimplicity of their manners, . ftill 
heighten'd the beauty of their perfons. 
The inhabitants are tradefinen, who en- 
joy every convenience. 

A LEAGUE farther, we contemplated 
with lingular pleafure the fine cafcade of 
Nmt éC Arpenaz., It is a torrent which 
falls from the fummit of a mountain with 
a prodigious noife, amongfl: rocks remark- 
able for their colour of mulk and ocre, 
and for a concentric form, that ferves as 
a direction to the (heet of water, which 
neverthelefs is detached almofl: to the bot- 
tom : this water, difengaged from the 
mountain by projefting rocks, falls per- 
pendicularly upon a flat ledge that divides 

it 
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it into a number of branches, and forms 
in fliort the moft beautiful cafcade *. If 

there 

* Its Ml from the tt>p of the rock to the bottom, it 
ùià to exceed eleven hundred Engliih yards. 

Upon reading the defcription of this cafcade with a 
gentleman who is perfeftly (killed in the Welch Lan- 
guage f 9 he was litde lefs fuiprized at the name of it, 
than at its extraordinary height; Nant in that language 
lignifying a Bro»k or Rilly tiny 'ftream of water that is 
not large enough to come under the denomination of 
a River. As this obfervation favours the opinion of the 
Welch Language being derived from the Gaulijb or 
Celticy we have taken the liberty to add an extras of 
a letter upon this fubjedt, which was written in the 
year 177I9 to a perfon whom it is our highefl pleaiure 
as well as duty to honour. 

** The long contefi among the learned^ ivhen and 
" by whdtn Switzerland ivas firfi peopled ^ feems at 
** length to he detremined in favour of the GalH, or 
** Celts, efpe daily luith regard to the Pays de Vaux. 
" Moft of the names, of towns and villages in the 
" Canton of Berne, have been lately analyfed by a 
** learned author y nuho has found that their Eiym9' 

f The Kcv. Mr.Vr^îtoi "^oxv^vlK 
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there happen to be but a flender ftream, 

and the wind is high, one fees it feparat-» 

D ed 

** iogy^ traced in the Celtic, gives in general a dt-^ 
*^/cription of the JitUatinn of each particular place^ 
** hy its vicinity or relation tofome Mountain, Spring, 
** or River, voith refpeS to the general fertility of 
5' the foil ^ or the ufual produis of its lands." 



n 



He has endeavoured to carry his refearches far*- 
" ther : to determine from 'what places^ and into 
** ijohat parts the firft Helvetians emigrated, after 
** they came into this neighbourhood ^ and the 
** names of tovjns Jiill ferving as a clue, he has 
** found that villages , vjhich wth regard to their Jt- 
tuation, had any thing analogous to thofe in the 
fouth of Switzerland, vjere in Berry, Poidlou, and 
Tourain, called hy names almoji perfeâly fimilar. 
"^Whatever degree of credit may he due to this 
kind of etymological proof one cannot help being 
prepared hy it to believe any infiance of the Fadl, 
•* vohich is f aid to fuhftft at this day in the North of 
"^* Italy. The mountainous face of this country , ren^ 
** ders it as proper to preferve an ancient dialed, as 
** that of the Alps, in the neighbourhood of Verona, 
*' and the fame caufe has produced the fame effeff, — 
Î* Among the patois of the Canton of Berne, are re- 

*^ tnaimn^ 
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ed from the mountain, and waving like a 
xibband lightly agitated^ and it was in 

this 

**maimng to this dt^^ not only fome tvords purely 
** Latin or Greek, but many abfolutely Celtic. Tber4 
" is a difficulty to account for the Greek nvords in par;- 
** ticular getting tbitber^ but after ally it is poffible 
" that thefe might be originally Celtic, A Welfi 
" gentleman *whopaJfed through the mountains of the 
" Canton of Berne, in order to fee the Glaciers, af-^ 
fures mey that the Mountaineers flill ufe many 

'words that are purely Welch. Thefe examples 
** fer<ve to confirm me in the opinion^ that the Cettic, 
** of luhich the Welch is a Dialed, faid to differ 
" little from the mother tongue, ivas the language at 

leafi of all the fouth-fwefi countries of Europe^* 
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It may be obferved from what is faid by the ingeni- 
ous writer of this letter, how uncertain the poiition 
is, that the Welch in Bretagne are defcended from 
Britijb Emigrants about the fourth century : There 
were probably fome Defcendants of the firft Celtic Co- 
lonifts, who fettled in Tourain and PoiéioUf then re- 
maining, who might long before that time have croiTed 
the Loire, in the neighbourhood of Nants, and fettled 
in- a coUeded body in Bretagne, wh«re they were 

gained 
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this agreeable form we had the pleafure 
of furveying it. Arrived at the village 
of Sl Martin^ not far from Sallenùhej we 
croffed the Arve again by a done bridge 
of a moderate fize. An infcription im- 
|>orts, that having been thrown down in 
the year 1733, it was rebuilt in 1736. 

joined by their brethren from this kingdom, whofe an- 
ceftors might halve embarked from the coafts of tbc 
fame province into Corntva/ly Wales^ Ireland^ and 
the Ifle of Matiy and from thence probably into Scot-^ 
JanJf in all which places, fitter dialedls of the Celtic 
continue ib many living languages to this day^ 
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R O U T E 

FROM. 

Sallenche to Prieur B, 

IN T.He VALLEY OF 

CHAMOUNI. 



JL H E city of Sallenchey where we lodg- 
ed, and which is upon the right of the 
Arve^ in afcending towards its fource, 
is in an agreeable fituation. The people 
of Clufe maintain that this city is inferior 
to theirs, but the pretenfion is inexcufa- 
bJe only in a native of Clufe: ïor^dkn- 



GL ACIERS. JD F SAVOY. 35 

cbe is not only more agreeable^ but alfo 
more extenfive. The church here is the 
largeft of all we have feen in Faucigny ; it 
contains fome tolerable pictures, and rich 
ornaments, feven altars well decorated, 
and a kind of cenfer or fil ver gilded, 
weighing feven pounds, which was pre^ 
fented to them by a German. 

This city was formerly only a ham- 
let inhabited by a few tanners, but has^ 
gradually increafed, and efpecially as they 
tell you fince the deftruftion of a city, 
which was about a league diïlant, called 
St. Denis. The Burgefles of SaUenchey 
are Lords of their own Seigniory ; the 
freedom of the city may be purchafed 
for thirty livres, but cofls fifteen more for 
the regiftering. It forms two fraternities, 
that of St. RaCy and that of SaÏÏenche^ and 
is divided into four quarters j the firft 
trades with Geneva and Switzerland in cat- 
tle, the fécond in cloth and wool, the 
third in different utenfils of iron and cop- 

D 3 çer^ 
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per, and the laft furnifties carpenters^ 
mafons, and domeftic fervants, for every 
department ; thefe for the raoft part go to 
ferve at Paris^ but as foon as they have 
acquired a moderate competency, retUTDr 
again to fettle in their own country. 

Sallenche has feveral very confide^ 
rable fairs, particularly for catde ; and the 
inhabitants of the neighbouring villages 
are frequently colledted here, to the num-^ 
ber of eight or nine hundred. The corpo- 
ration is governed by a council of twenty- 
four, with four Syndics at their head, and 
their Prefident muft always be a Gentle- 
man. The chapter has been founded al- 
moft fevenhundred years, it is compofed of 
tv/elve Canons, and four fuperior dignifi- 
ed Pfiefts; the Dean is a perfon highly 
refpected. This chapter is rich, having in 
its poffeflion the lordftiips of feveral villa- 
ges ancj diftrifts, among which is the val- 
ley of CbamounL There is moreover at 
Sallenche^ a convent of religious UrfuUms^ 
and one of Capuchins \ the latter is near 
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the road, and hath on. the out fide a cha- 
pel dedicated to our Lady of Confolati- 
©n, under whofe flatue we read this in- 
fcription i 

f^ous que Te Cieicourotmey &f la Terre re'vsre^ 
Fille du Tout'PuiJfant^ Ùf Mere Je Jon Fils, 
f^9us guUt ddifffta lui même apptUer notre Mere y 
Daignez de vnenfam écarter les perils»^ 

A RIVULET, which they call Salkncbe^ 
flows by this city, and falls into the Arve- 
below the bridge which I mentioned our 
having croffed. In going to the valley of 
Cbammnij it is neceflary to repafs it, and 
follow the courfe of the river, which ex- 

D 4 panding 

§ The Englifli reader may form fome idea of Popiih 
Divinity, from the following almoft literal tranflation 
of thefe lines. 

O ThoUf whom Hea^^n doth croivn, and Earth revere y 
Th' Almighty's Daughter y Mother of his Son, 

Thou ivhom be deign' d to call our Mother here, 
PfQte^ thy children, and the Mother own. 
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panding itfelf here confiderably^ formfi 
fome large iflands^ 

In the tradition of the country, this 
valley was formerly a lake ; and its ap- 
pearance renders it not at all improbable. 
The land is for the moft part ftill a marfli, 
and 7nuji continue fuch, fo long as the 
Arve is without regular mounds to conflue 
its channel. 

Departing a little from the courfe 
of the ftream, we meet with feveràl 
fmall hills- covered over with flates, 
which the peafants make ufe of as tilea. • 
The oppofite bank is well cultivated,, 
prerenting a very agreeable profpeft; 
there are fome lands laid out in vineyards, 
but the richeft villages and diftrifts, are 
thofe which have none, whofe inhabitants 
live upon the produd of their milk and 
their cattlç. 



Ik 
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lîf proportion as we advance, theland- 
fcape puts on a new face, and the oppo- 
fite bank no longer Ihines upon us. We 
have mountains^ before us . covered with 
dark firs, and lands which the Arve dX-r 
ternately overflows and defert? ; yet thefe 
form no unpleafmg contraft to the tillage, 
the meadows, and the habitations upon 
our road; and fet off . the little vil- 
lage of Pqffiy which appeared to us 
far from being an unpleafant place.. 
The lovers of antient monuments will not 
be difpleafed to read the two - following 
infcriptions, which being found when the 
church was. building, they have worked 
into the porch. They are in a fair cha- 
rafter, and feem to have been written a-r^ 
bout the Auguftan age. . 



Vt S' M*AR<nî 
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MARTI 
A. ISVGIVS. A. P. 
VOLTVATVRVS 
FLAMEN, AUG 

II.VIR. aerarI. 

EX VoTo 



martI. avc, 

pro. salvte 
•L. vIbi. l. fIl 
plavinI. 
L. vIbivs. vestnvs* 

PATER 

II. VIR. IVR. DIG.. 

III. VIR. LOCP. P. 

EX VoTo. 



Thus far we had travelled without a 
guide upon the journey, but the ways 
which from this village begin to be more 
perplexed, obliged us now to take one^ 
under whofe conduét we ftruck acro& 
fome meadows and vineyards, by a path- 
which conducted us to the public road*. 
Our route was no longer over a plain coun- 
try, we were conftantly obliged to afcendî 
and defcend alternately; but although ^ 
this was fatiguing to us, the different ob- 
jeds which offered themfelves to our view 
had a fpirited beauty, which made us am- 
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pic amends. The road is often overfha- 
dowed with trees ; we meet with brooks 
of the cleareft and moft refrefhing water, 
andpafled.fome torrents, whofe murmurs 
join'd to the ruftUng of the leaves agita- 
ted by a frefli gale, . which blowed from 
the mountain on the eaft, gave us moft 
agreeable fenfations: continuing our walk 
in this manner about three hours, , we ar- 
rived at an eminence, upon which, on one 
hand we difcovered a fm^ll lake, . and look- 
ed down iupon -the Alrve^ which was foam- 
ing in a large deep hoUdw on.the other^. 

Seduced by the beauties of this fpoty, 
we ftopt a while to reft ourfelves. A\ 
gentle breeze juft: moved the furface of 
the Lake, the banks of which on one 
fide, have a rude appearance, . with an air 
of melancholy, , whilft. upon the other is ^ 
a fmiling meadow, brought forward by the 
ground of fome delightful woods. The 
water, drawing down* in eddies, bounds: 
and-- fpputs 'between . the rocks, and haf— 



42 JOURNEY TO THE 

tens to precipitate itfelf into the.y^îrw,' 
which heaves and ftruggles along with 
difficulty; the fwooing murmur of the 
fir-trees upon the mountains, added to 
the bright appearance and diftinguiflicd 
afpe6t of their fnowy fummits, of which 
we now began to form fome idea;, each 
of thefe objeéls taken feparately, and 
much more all together", made a ftrongimr. 
preffion, and fpoke in the moft lively man^ 
ner to our hearts. 

From this engaging eminence^ the 
road divides into two branches ; one ©Ç 
thefe defcends in a ftriaight line to the 
Arve^ the other, turning to the left, car-. 
•ries you to Servjç^ the laft village in the 
valley of Salkncbe ; having pafled in my 
journey by the one, and in my laft by the^ 
other, I am now going to defcribe them^ 
both. 



I^: 
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In paffing from the little lake to Serve^ 
we take the left hand road, which con- 
clues ujs acrofs a hollow, like the bed of 
a great river,^ whofe bottonx is. cov.ered 
with large pebbles and fragments of 
irocks, araongft which there wind along 
fome flender ftreams.. 

The appearance of this place feems to 
intimate, that there was formerly a col- 
leftion of waters upon the mountain, 
which having burft the barriers and bro- 
ken down the mounds that flopped its 
courfe, at laft forced its way, carrying 
with it in its paflage, the earth and ftones 
of which we now ftetheremafns.. 

Theriç is ftillone valley more to pafs 
before we arrive at that of Cbamouni, the 
little valley of Serve. This village is 
fituated in.a beautiful plain, well cultivat- 
ed, and which produces excellent crops; 
jre çaffed it at the time their fields parti- 
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cularly call for the attention of the hnfband- 
man, and even demand his care; but 
this reafon did not prevent the civility of 
thefe good people, who left every thing, 
to come and bid us welcome. . 

At fome diftance from Serve y wé^ 
cEoffed a torrent, and fome rocks of a; 
black ground ftreaked with white grooves. 
The general form of thefe rocks has: 
much the look of a ruined fortrefs;; 
they diftil a thick glutinous water,, and 
one finds there a kind of green and yel- 
low mofs, of ufe in painting. Going* 
out of this finall Canton, we again .croflF- 
ed the Arve^ and a little farther is the 
place where the road, which remains to 
be defer ibed, unites to that we have now 
paffed. I retum then to the little lake 
upon the eminence. 

Qu I T T I N G its banks, we defcendcd by 

a road, rather, fteep, to the^frw; This- 

river. 
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river is not any where very rapid: ob- 
ftruded and confined by large rocks widi- 
in its channel, it roars, it foams, and 
pours, down in. feveral cafcades. 

We pafled it at this place by a flender 
^embling wooden bridge» ; but to enjoy 
^ fine view, it is neceflary as foon as we 
are over, to coaft along its bank toward 
its fource, to about the diftance of an 
hundred and fifty paces. We there fee 
the river precipitate itfelf near fixty feet/' 
and cover, by its fall a confiderable extent 
of furface.. The^ rocks, which are on the 
right hand, and which are called fctf /w^r 
dfi Barre ^ produce likewife a fine effeft; 
the name indicates fufficiently their fteep 
and perpendicular form; «Ibme of them 
projedt, rifmg up from the bofom of the 
water^ others are SM^.^if fufpended in it, - 
and'^We little trees which grow upon their 

ridges, 



,-vy 



«;Tms \% called by the inhabicax&tsth!^ 9j<0i('s firidif* 
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ridges, add ftill more to the beauty of 
the compofrtion ; the force of water, and 
its noife, which is terrible, (hake even 
the very rocks upon which we Hand.. 

After having fatisfied our curiofity 
with this profped, we refumed our road 
through heaps of broken rocks, along a 
valley which rifes infenfibly, and immer 
diately entered into a cool refrelhing wood,^ 
from whence we difcovered, on the left 
hand, the little valley of St. Mcbael^ 
where we foon arrived, and which is fe-. 
perated from the valley of Serve only by a 
chain of rocks, which at moft are not 
above a thoufand paces in breadth.. 

There are fome few habitations ih this, 
valley, but that which merits moft to be. 
feen,. is a mine of copper, which after, 
being worked for thirty years, is now a- 
bandoned. We. halted upon the green: 
turf before a cottage, from whence the: 
-^(urance of mount Blanc was moit. 

gleafinçly/ 
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pleafingly aftoniftiing j the greater part of 
it was hidden from our view by clouds ; 

its top alone was vifible. ^The illufion 

was complete. ^It feemed anothei* 

world defcending upon our own. 

It is at the going out of this little Can- 
ton, that advancing towards a defile, be- 
tween fome rocks and the Arve^ we arriv- 
ed^ at the place where thefe two roads, 
^hich I hàveT)een defcribing, reunite. 
From this point of their reunion, the 
,:_routejG9ptinues rifing into the defile; the 
roaring or tnc" Arve^ ftill more obftrufted 
and confined, the appearance of a moun- 
tain wholly covered with black firs, eve- 
\f^ J^Jj^'^ gave. us the idea of a frightful 
gloomy deféït i - however at lafl:, after 
croffing a little wood, we difcovered a 
green plain, from which begins the valley 
of Çhamouni. The fight of this valley, 
crowned by the higheft mountains in Eu- 
rope covered with eternal ice, the white- 
nefs of which contrafting the deep green 
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of the firs, and that lighter and more a- 
greeable colour of the herbage, ftopt our 
walk for fome time. We were never 
tired of admiring, the fine effect of this 
landfcape.. 

Crossing now a fmall dream (the 
water of which reddens the ftones over 
which it flows) aa4 a wood which was 
adjoining, we difcovered the greater part 
of the valley, which extends fi:om weft 
to north-eaft, in the form of a crefcent; 
what ftruck us firft, were the heaps of 
ice, which defcend from the higher val- 
leys, even into the plain ; we next per- 
ceived fome fcattered groups of wooden 
cottages, with churches, chafels, and 
curates houfes,. which being almoft the 
only edifices, of ftone^ are diftinguifhed 
at a diftance by their whitenefs. The 
road is ftraight, bounded by a fort of pa- 
lifades made of flakes driven into the 
ground, and interwoven with branches of 
l}xe fir-tree; a manner of hedging whicli 

& 



GLACIERS OF SAVOY. 49 

îs better than otmts to proteft the fields 
from cattle, and their owners fear no o- 
ther invaders* The inhabitants who were 
at this feafon emj^oyed in their fields and 
gardens, enlivened and compleated the 
iandfcape^ 

After two hours walk, we once more 
palTed the Arve^ and fitting down to reft 
us near a brook that empties itfelf into it, 
we heard a moft prodigious rumblin^n 
the mountains, which we took for the ef- 
fedts of thunder, though the air was all 
this timeferene; and we judged the tem- 
peft^ though at prefent on the other fide 
of the moimtains, yet would certainly 
come up and overtake us, but we were 
agreeably miftaken, and were afterward 
informed, it was occafioned by the falls of 
Ciow, which feparated from the Glaciers, 
roll down fometimes to the bottom of the 
valleys. In (hort^ we arrived fafe in the 
evening at Prieure^ the moft confiderable 
village of Cbamoum^ wljich receives its 
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name from a fraall Priory eftablilhed there. 
The frequent journeys which the curiofi- 
ties of this place have lately occafioned, 
raifed a wifli for a decent houfe of recep- 
tion and entertainment for ftrangers : and 

an honeft careful widow has for fome tima 
provided one, in which we were accom- 
modated very much to our fatisfa6tion. 

The valley of Cbamouni is between fix 
and feven leages in length, and not above 
a quarter of a league in its greateft breadth, 
in fome places not above four hundred 
paces: and the Arve pafles through its 
whole length : the inhabitants are about 
fifteen hundred fouls ; it contains three 
parilhes, that of St. Joire^ Prieure^ and 
Argentiere^ which together form a com- 
munity, governed by feven Counfellors 
and a Syndic. The Chapter of Sallencbe^ 
as 1 faid before, enjoys the lordftiip of 
this valley ;^ it fupplies the churches, and 
draws revenues from a country, which 
does not feem capable even of fupporting 

Us. 
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its own inhabitants. This chapter was 
heir to a third part of every man's eftate 
and effedts, who died without children, 
but the community has bought off this 
right, for the fum of thirty thoufand A- 
edmontefè livres, about twelve hundred 
and fifty pounds fterling. 

# 

The inhabitants are worthy, civil peo- 
ple, and tolerably well inftrudled ; there 
are few amongft them but are taught to 
read ; they are all poor enough it is true, 
but no one begs here, or goes out of his 
country to do it, and law-fuits are un- 
known. Their lands, their cows, and 
their bees, are all their riches; what 
trade they have confifts in hemp, cryftal, 
honey and cattle ; their lands are well ma- 
naged, and they employ their cows in 
the tillage of them. They fow in the 
month of May, .and reap in the month of 
Auguft: they have no vines here, and 
very few fruit trees of any fort ; but their 
foil produces oats, rye, barley, and a 
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fmall quantity of wheat; the land, as il 
is light and open, is plowed only once in â 
year, tho"* they manure it with great aire 
and labour. It is fown with com five 
years fucceffively, after which it refts the 
five fucceeding years, as pafture for their 
cattle. They drink the water of the Arve^ 
which is frefli and pleafant; it has a 
whitifli appearance indeed; yet without 
any bad effects*; while they attribute to 
the water of a neighbouring fource, a 
fpecies of weaknefs to which the inhabi* 
tants of a hamlet oppofite Prieuré^ on the 
other fide of the Arve^ are fubjeét. In 
fhort, the rays of the fun concentred in 
this valley, occafion a fufficient degree of 
heat for three months in the year, to 

com-^ 

* The fwelled thtoat, Î6 peculiar to the inhabit 
tants of the Alps^ and which is almoft general in the 
Pûys de FallaiSy is fuppofed to be occafioncd by the 
thicknefs of the waters, impregnated with a cla^r, that 
carries fome noxious faits along with it^ which foul and 
(lop up the glands. 
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compenfate in fome meafure for the un- 
i>rôlific coldnefs of their winters. 

The fame evening we arrived, the 
people of the place, who are ufed to 
condudl ftrangers over the Mountains and 
Glaciers, came to offer us their fervices. 
Thefe condudtors generally carry in. their 
dorfer, every thing which the traveller 
may have occafion for : their fpirit, agility, 
and ftrength are furprifing, and in ftiort 
their affiftance in thefe excurfions are not 
barely ufeful, but abfolutely neceifary: 
they ought not however to be taken at 
random, as there are fome of them 
doubtlefs who have more knowledge and 
experience than others. We engaged 
one to condudt us up Mount Breven the 
next day : this mountain, which is very 
high, is oppofite to Prieuré^ and it mult 
^have been ftill much higher, if we may 
judge froiù the rifts, and fallen rocks, we 
faw on its fummit. The reafon which 
induced us to begin our difcoveries from 
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this mountain was, that being • over* 
againfl the magnificent chain of tb 
Glaciers, and the neareft: to their (itiiati- 
on, we could have â hetttr general view of 
them from its top'; and as it was prudent 
to avail ourfelves of the weather,, which 
then promifed to be fair, we got up an 
hour before day-light, and the inftant it 
appeared began to afcend the mountain « 



D I F 
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DIFFERENT EXCURSIONS 

IN T R E 

m 

Valley of Chamôuni. 



Of the Mountain called Breven 



T 



HIS lîtioufttaîil, o^ wkich the foot îs 
covered with a few fir-trees, and fomc 
brulhy under-wood^ is entirely bare at the 
top. We were five hours and a half 
in dimbing it^ by a difficult pafïàge a*- 
mongft the ruins, which fall from time 
to time down its fides ; fome of thefe 
fragments are huge, mif-ftiapen blocks of 
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ftone, and others fl^t, with (harp edge&; 
no path is traced to its height^ : to arrive 
at one of its fuminits, there are three cmr 
brafures in this rock, -^ which are £o nearly 
'perpendicular, we could Ti^rdly believe 
this was the paffage:, but our guide afiiir- 
ing us it was the place which Mr. Z)tf-5«ïf 
/ure had. climbed the mountain before us, 
we then took courage : as the. furface was 
^<:overed with fmall pebbles, whjch flipped 
from under us, it was neceflarytOLunder- 
ftand how to take the advantage of the 
. clefts and fiflures of the rock, in fçcuring 
our hold and plying our feet; it was ^in- 
finite labour ; the fweat ran down our fe- 
ces ; the inftant we thought ouriehes 
fometimes perft ctly fafe, ip having- gpraip- 
ed the folid rock,, the edge would çleic^ve 
us, and break off in our .hands; .'or- the 
ftone upon .which w^ fet our foot 
would efcape, and we were carried down 
with the rubbiih ; but .thefe ^accidents, 
which might have been attended with' bad 

conr 
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Confequences^ (as we camé ofF unhurt) 
rather animated than difcouraged us, and 
became at laft a matt^ of amufement* 
more efpecially when we thought that our 
conduétôr was upon the watch two hun- 
dred feet below^ and Tèaày to receive m 
ihoûld we Aide down fo far : this indeed 
*never happened, and we got fafe to the 
cireft of the mountain* 

The fatigues of àrâVellers are not al-^ 
Ways fully rewarded, but thefe difficulties 
over, what beauties were difplayed around 
usf The air upoft the fummit where wc 
ftood was perfeâily farene and bright, 
Vhilft the valley linder us exhibited à ve- 
ry difFereflit appearance ; it was covered 
with thick clouds, at this time gilded by 
the fun, and moving with rapidity on ei- 
ther fide of it ; and as his power became 
ftrongcr, we could fee them feparate, and 

E 2 forming 

♦ The inhabitant» have fince dîfcovered a way left 
dangerous. 
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forming themfelves into different fleeces,' 
make their efcape by the feveral openings 
between the mountains. 

If the plaifi forded fo agreeable and 
fmgular a fight, the height in its turn 
gave us ibme perceptions^itogether new. 
We had the . magnificent profpedt of a 
<hain of mountains, equally -inacceffible^ 
and covered with ice i and above the rçft 
that of Mount Blanc^ whofe top ièemed 
to reach, and even pierce through the 
higheft region of the -clouds. The chain 
upon which this -mountain looks, down 
like a giant, is compofed of mafles of 
rocks, which terminate in pikes -or (pires 
called the Needles ; and which are ranged 
like tents in a -camp; their fides appear 
^lighter, and more airy, from the ornar 
ment of feveral hollow breaks and fur- 
rows fretted in the rock itfelf, as well as 
•from the different ftrealcs and panes of 
ice and fnow, which v/ithout changing 
the general charader of their form, or the 

majefty 
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majefty of their appearance, give thern 
a pifturefque agreeable variety. Lower 
down, the eye furveys with ravifhment, 
the gills of ice, and the feveral Glaci- 
ers*, extending almoft into the plain, 
whilft this appears like an artificial gar- 
den, embelliflied with the mixture of a 
variety of colours. la (hort, we have a 
pifture t oppofite to this chain,* which is 
formed by innumerable mountains at 
fhe diftance of near fifty leagues, be- 
tween whofe tops we have a glimpfe of 
thofe feveral plains which they environ.. 

E3 It 

* We counted five. The firft firuated at the foot of 
Mount Blanc f which they call the Glacier des Boiffons'y 
or Boffbns} the fécond the Glacier iies Pèlerins, or 
iiu plein de V Aiguille ; the third the Glacier des BoiSf 
or de Motttanvert ; the fourth that of Jrgentiere • 
and the fifth the Glacier du Tour; or in the country 
language du T&rd; the laft of which iadiftant from 
the firft about five leagues and a half. 

f What would it be then could we afcend the funk- 
mit of Mount Blanc ^ 
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It was upon this mountain- we enjoyed 
that fine fight, which two months before 
afforded Mr. De Smjjfure an experimental 
proof, in one of the moft remarkable 
phaenomena of Nature. As the Ikies be*, 
gan to blacken and.threatened a tempeft^ 
whiUl he was upon its top^ he waàçuri-. 
Qus to fee the effedt? of it, and for this he 
did not wait long ; . he foon found himfidf 
naturally eleftrified; but apprehenfiye of; 
danger, at feeing the lightening form-it-. 
felf too near him, he was obliged tOï< hap- 
ten quickly un4er fhelter. 

With refpeft to ourfelves, without 
any fear at prefent of the confequenççs of 
fo terrible a phaenomenon^ we heard., a 
long continued rumbling noife, like th^t. 
of thunder, which the filence of the plaee 
where we ftood rendered ftill more awfot^ 
The avalanches of fnow, which feparat-. 
ed firom the tops of the mou^taiois^ 
rolled down, bounding,, to the bottom ; 

con- 
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oonfiderabie fragments of the rocks which 
foUowedthem^, overturning others in their 
fall? mafly blocks of ice, confolidated - 
by retufiiing: winters,: which precipitated 
from" û^ higheft fumraits; torrents, 
ftreanfô of driven fnow reduced to duft^, 
pulhed on by the force of the winds, 
and hurPd atoft into the air ; thefe tbge- 
ther, were the principal caufes of the noife 
which we heard • though we beheld at the 
fame time the effefts of a thunder ftroke 
upon our own fummit, which had pene- 
trated its furface, and fliivered even the 
fçbbles of it. . 

Ac c OR D IN G to the moft general efti*-< 
mation, we were in this fituation raifed ' 
near twelve hundred toifes above the 
level of the lake of Geneva, which is 
more than twice the height of Saleve *. 

E 4 This 

• The Wgheft point of Salez^e, a rrfit^i*^|i,' âîftàiit 
«bouta league from Gcnfiw^ :< n^- Vi'Vj'iTrçiv ^"'f'.\ 
twelve toifes above the level of iU :. 
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This exceffive height, and doubdefs the 
neighbourhood of the ice which furround- 
ed us, except on one fide i", made us fed 
the moft piercing cold. It was now two 
of the clock in the afternoon, and our 
thermometer was only four degrees above 
O; we were neverthelefs entirely at our 
cafe, and took our repaft, which the fe- 
tigue we had gone thro', and the purity 
of the air we breathed, rendered delici^ 
ous. 

It was not without regret we faw the 
moment arrive, when we muft quit this 
fcene ; we threw one parting glance over 
all thofe magnificent objedts ; which we 
never could be tired with furveying. . We 
looked at one another, in expreflive fi- 
lence; our eyes alone could fpeak what 
we had feen, and told what paffed in 

our 

f I fay» except on one fide, becaufe we had fiun- 
mlts of ice like that of Buet behind us, of which to 
account will be given hereafter. 
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our hearts; they were afFe£ted beyond 
the power of utterance. 

We now had infinitely more anxiety 
and trouble in defcending, than we had 
in getting up; perplexed, (baking and 
trembling at every fiep, our danger paint- 
ed itfelf in all its terrors. We neverthe- 
lefs came off with fbrae flips ; but it was 
four hours before we arrived at the bot- 
tom^ though we ran part of the way. 
It was night when we reached Prieuré^ 
where we found the good people of the 
place had been fome time uneafy * ^ look- 

♦ They were the more uneafy, as fome day» before^ 
one of their townfmen had been taken npr dead. 
This poor man, having learned that Mr. Profeflbr D^ 
taufurty waffcxpefted at Cbamouni, formed a de- 
fign of' climbing the mountain, with a view of cha- 
fing a Chamois, to prefent him at his arrival ; but he 
had the ill fate to fall from the top of a rock. Mr, 
De Saujfurey touched with his misfortune, and the 
diftrefTed fituation of his family, confoled them by hi& 

gene- 
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ing out. with anxious cxpedlation, and* 
were then juft quitting their houfes.ta. 
come to our affiftance, apprehenfiye^ that, 
we might have met with fpHje unfortur 
nate accidents 

generofitj, maldng x^ confiderable pre(ent9 to ; die. 
widow and children. I had this account from the iitr 
habitants tfaemfelvcs, who take every opportunity of 
exalting his geoeroiity and , affi^bility of behavioui; to- 
them upon all ocQifionQ ; and fiich is the relpeft the|u 
bear him, that they oever fpeak.of hint without tak- 
ûg off their hatt.^ 



V A L- 
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AVING takén this general furvey^ 
of the Glaciers, we determined to fpend- * 
the reft of our time in examining the • 
conftrudtion of each of them particularly, , 
and to begin with the valtey of ice called ^ 






■■>-, 



For îthis çurpofe " w© afcended " Mon^ ^ 
Convert y the mountain oppofite tovMount t v 
Bféven\ it is lefs high, iefs-ileep, -and- Î ^ 
more agreeable, being çovared with beau- - 



•% 
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tiful fir trees, many of which we faw had 
been thrown down by the winds. The 
northerly winds blow with the utmoft vi- 
olence through the valley in the fpring, and 
the fouthern winds in autumn ; but that 
which they moft dread, is a wind from 
the Eaft, which pouring through the 
ftreights of the mountains, plunges to- 
wards their feet, tears up by .the roots, 
or overturns all the trees in its way, and 
not uncommonly, reverberated by fome 
other mountain which oppofes its paflkge^ 
it returns in eddies, unroofs the honfes^ 
and does infinite mifchief. We had the 
good fortune however to experience none 
of its fury; the air was perfèétly calm 
the whole tfme we (laid at this place, and 
gave us an opportunity of enjoying in ft- 
curity, the fight of its extraordinary ob- 
jects. 

We now looked over an entire valley 
of ice feveral leagues in* length, and a * 

quarter 

* Sçç the PielimUvaTy li'&wtfe, ^.i^. 
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quarter of a league in breadth. At the 
diftance of about three leagues, it divides 
into two branches, that on the right ex- 
tends behind the mountains commanded 
by Mount Bhnc^ and the fécond turning 
to the left, goes on towards Fal d' Aojle. 

A SEA violently agitated by a ftorm, 
and arrefted by a fevere fudden froft, 
might well reprefent the appearance of 
this Glacier ; the waves, hardened by 
fucceeding winters, are fome of them of 
a dirty, and others of a clear white, di- 
vided by oblique fiffures, which appear of 
a tranfparent blue. The waters murmur 
as they run along thefe clefts, feveral of 
which are very deep, and new ones fre- 
quently are opening ; the prelude to thefe 
new ones, is a loud burfting noifcj and 
probably t^e melting away of fome parts 
at the bottom of the Glacier, occaiions 
the cracking upon its furface. This valley 
is formed by high mountains, which ter- 
minate in Spires or Needles, and thefe 

have 
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have all different names; one is called/^ 
Aiguilk du DrUj another P Aiguille da 
Goute^ a third is called k MoinCy and a 
fourth k Giimt : fome of them have the 
form of obelilks ; but the Dru^ whidi 
furpaffes them all in height, i&. a moll 
magnificent pyramid*^ 

At Ae extremity of "this valley, is ah 
Amphithea^e, .compofed of very lofty 
mountains, which dofeî it; at the tops of 
which there iaan appearance of à gallery, 
adorned with feveral ftatues^ ranged in a 
fort of fymmetry ;. and it is here that the 
cnyftal is generally. . founds furrounded 
with a greenifh earth or..<mofs ; it has ncA> 
the form of a Die as in America^ but of 
a column of iucor feven faces, and. is ~ 
always terminated in points. . 

There are rocké^ which Tometinies-^. 
tweaking off from thefe. Needles ^ tumble 
after feveral bounds' upon the ice. We •. 
few an Avalanche oi fnow^. .which was in^.- 
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ftantly reduced intaa cloud by a gull of 
wind; and there fdl likewife from thefe 
mountjtins, ^ féyeral torrents \ of water, 
which form little cafcades,-. the fight of 
which is exceedingly agreeable. We de- 
fiaended -after wards, . upon the ice. 

Th^ earth at the edge of this valley *, 
ia white and friable like chalk ; they call 
it, ferpentine^^ It is aftoniftiing at this 
place, only to hok at the height of the 
ice ; its waves refembfe little mountains, 
heaped upon one. another, fome of which 
are not lefs thaafrom JcMrty to .fifty feet 
hi^: it is.difficiilt tQ make our,way over 
them at firft, but inv proportion as^ we 
advance farther up into the valley,^ thefe 
waves of ice infçnfîbly dççreafe ia height, 
and become, mc«:e evea ; We found here 
the; boaçs of a poor Chamois, which was 

brought 

♦ Probably ftom the form xrf" its ftrata, or from 
feme refcmblançç it beap to afEcd©» of «aarUe û 
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brought hither no doubt by an Avalanche. 
The ice feems to encreafe every year, and 
the old people at Chamouni aflured us, that 
formerly it was poflible to penetrate from 
the extremity of this valley, even to Fd 
a Aofie^ which the vaft accumulation of 
ice has rendered at prefent impra^lica- 
ble. 

There are two caufes- which appeared 
to us to keep the ice eternally in this val- 
ley; its height, and its fituation. The 
foil of the valley of Chamouni is about 
three hundred and forty toifes above the 
level of our lake; this height, join'd to 
the efFeft of the mountains covered 
with fnow, which furround it, renders 
the air very (harp, and the winters long. 
Its fituation neverthelefs, from weft to 
eaft, to eight or nine hours funftiine, eve- 
ry day for feveral months, and his rays 
refledted from the mountains, occafion a 
very confiderable heat ; but the valley of 
ice is elevated about three hundred and 

fifty 
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fifty toifes higher than that of Cbamouni^ 
whilft its extenfion from fouth-eaft to 
north-weft, and the prodigious moun- 
tains it has upon the fouth fide, permit 
the fun to (hine upon it but a few hours 
in the day, and this only in the height of 
fummer, when he is near the tropic ; at 
which time his rays do but juft glide o- 
ver it. 

After having walked upon the ice 
near two-thirds the breadth of the valley, 
we contented ourfelves at prefent without 
going farther, and re-afcended to repofe 
ourfelves near a fliocking hovel, which 
our guides called the Chateau de Montanvert^ 
of which we took ^he road to Prieure ^ 
with lively impreffions of what we had 
already feen, and an eager defire to pe- 
netrate to the extremity of this valley,. 



THE 
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S it was. our defign to vifit every 
thing interefting at Cl^amoumi a lift wc 
were favoured with by Mr. Profeflbr De 
Scniffurcy ferved for our diredtion ; and 
the Glacier des JPekrins was propofed in it, 
as well worthy of our obfervatioru This 
being the higheft in the chain commanded 
by Mount BJanc^ and likewife fo neat> 
the mountain, that it might even be reck- 
oned a part of its bafe, we determined, 
to afcend it, and to range from this Gla-- 
cier along the NeeMes^ all^the way to Mm- 
tanverty where having paffed the night, 
we might defcend the next morning into 

the 
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the valley of ice, . an4 pençtratc as far as 
poflible. . 

To execute our d'e(%rï we made choice 
of four guides, one to conduft us to the 
Glacier dès Pekrins^ and the odîfer three to 
go the fame day to MoHtanv€ri\^ to-prepare 
for our reception, and to accompany us 
afterwards into the valley ; fuçb was the 
plan we followed. We fet out very early 
the next morning, upon die fame fide of 
the valley with Mount 5feir^ and afcend- 
ed through a foreft of fir trees. In this 
walk we pafled over confiderable tradts, 
where whole woodï ravaged "and deftroy- 
ed, painted to us the terrible efFedts of^ 
thofe Avalàncbes'^ which frequently roll 
from the mountains, and particularly in 
the fpring.' Thefe AiJalancbâs are formed 
of fnow, driven by the winds againft "the 
recks, where the quantity is accumulated, 
and fiîpported by thdr ledges and projec- 
tions, till fiicceflively increafed, both iri v 
e^jienj; and dcjpth, to a prodigious, fize. 
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at laft they overcharge the bafe which 
kept them up, break off by their own 
weight t and falling with a dreadful crafti^ 
thunder down into the valley, carrying 
every thing with them in their way. 
There ia fomething very grand, and at 
the fame time frightful, only in>the fight 
of thofe prodigious falling mafles, which 
the wind, occafioned by the Velocity of 
their mjation^. renders ftill more horrid: 

U 

i 

f There are otEer caufes, both of the accumulatTon 
and fall of thofe vaft maffes of fnow, than what are 
here given. Vide Recherches fur les Modifications 

de V Atmofpherey torn. ii. p, 29^. 

• 

In crofling over the Alps y more efpecîâlFy durfng 
the fpring, the jingling of the hells upon the mules^ 
is frequently fufficient to bring down the Ayalanches\ 
which in narrow defiles obliges the muleteer to take 
them off, and march with the utmoft filence and cau- 
tion, under thefe threatening precipices;, or where 
they are likely to roll beyond the road, and reach the 
declivity of the mountain, to (hake them down by the 
difcharge of a piftol, before he ventures to proceed on 
his way» 
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It is a torrent that nothing can refift, 
raifmg clouds as it were 6f fmoke, and 
whirling it In vortexes to the flcies, which 
it darkens and even hides; hopelefs the 
poor inhabitants, whofe dwellings are too 
near: they are certain either to be carried 
down, and crufhed with the mafs, or Ju- 
ried alive with their families and their 
cattle. Several of thefe Avalanches ftill 
preferve fome memorial of the cataftro- 
phe they occafioned, as they retain the 
names of the places they have mined or 
overwhelmed ; one for inftance is called 
the Avalanche de la Coudre^ or des Noifetieres^ 
and another the Avalanche des Ingolerons\ 
the former of which appears to be near a 
quarter of a league oven It was not till 
after a walk of four hours, that 'we at 
laft arrived at the Glacier des Pèlerins^ which 
is called likewife Glacier du plein def Ai- 
guille. 

The Glaciers^ as hath been before ob- 
ferved, are beds of ice, more or lefs 

' thick, 
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thick, which are lodged upon the . gender 
declivities between mountains. Thefe 
beds, increafed from time to time, be- 
come of a confiderable extent and thick* 
nefe ; that upon which \ifc now were, is 
about fix hundred yards in length from 
top to bottom, and may be fifteen hun- 
dred yards in breadth. We <:rofled over 
it: it is feparàted in many places by rifts 
and clefts, of ^hich there iis no difcenp- 
ing the bottom ; but lîpon carefully exâ- 

• 

mining them, the flew ice may be readily 
diftinguiftied from the old : the new is 
white, and at Inoft not above fix feet 
thick, whereas the old below it, is of a 
bluifti colour. It is neceflary to be cauti- 
ous in Walking upon this ice; to ftrike 
with your ftaff before you place your 
foot, and to fet it wjien it can be done up- 
on the fweliing parts, which their convex- 
ity in general renders more firm : this at- 
tention is neceflary likewife, becaufe the 
clefts are fometimes concealed by frefli 
fnows-: but what baffles all precaution^ 

there 
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there feems befides to be a danger from 
the bulging open of new cleft$, which 
are- fometimes made without the leaft no- 
tice to exf9eâ them. We were now ad- 
vanoing farther vip upon the Xîlacier, 
when all at once a rolling aoife like, thun^ 
der under our feet, occalioaed i&s ta retire 
with precipitation the^ fame ^way ^we cande : 
but if we had reafon to be afraid of what 
might happen under^.us, i^at we faw a- 
bove our heads did not let our minds al- 
together at reft: thefe were the Needles, 
behind which we heard a fullen rumbling 
found, with now and then a (harp re- 
doubled crack -, and feveral rocks thrown 
down at no great diftance from us, were 
a demonftration of the danger we were 
in. In our hafty retreat, we found a but- 
terfly dead upon the ice, and faw fome 
Marmotts t, which we were upon the point 

of 

•f The Mannott is an animal of the Giis, or Rat 
kind, about the iGxe <)f a fmall hare) it lemains in a 

torpid 
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of taking : two Chamois afterwards made 
their appearance, but at our reproach re- 
tired, as if with a reludtant flownefs, to 
the heights of their mountains. We 
took the fame road they did, afcending 
pretty high ; and made no doubt of our 
arriving in a fliort time at the foot of 
the Needles, as Mount Blanc did not ap- 
pear very diftant : what a miftake ! wc 
reached them indeed, but not till after 
a long hour's tirefome and fatiguing walk. 

torpid flate, like the Dormoufe, near the tops of the 
rocks during winter, and is fo benumbed and ina^ye 
upon firft coimng out of its holes^ at to be eafiiy 

caught. 



REGION 
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Region of the Chamois. 



Laborious walk along the bafe of the 
Needles to Mo ntanvert. 



T 



HE view of the Neeedles from their 
foot, was a moft ravilhing fight; but 
when we refledted that from their fum- 
mits, the pklns of the fouth, the north, 
and the eaft were to be difcerned ; how 
mortifying to think them inacceffible ! 
a reftlefs inclination did it excite, to at- 
tempt at lead, to fet a foot upon their 
heads. My mind was flrongly agitated ; 
and looking at them with a longing atten- 
-tion, I thought I faw a poflibility of do- 
ing it ; urged forward by this flattering ^ 
inftant hope, I furmounted with deter-" 

F ts\vcvt\ 
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mined refolution every obftacle the rocks 
oppofed in my way, and mounting over 
the heaps of ruined fragments, , I at laft 
attained a ridge of that pi)ce which adjoins 
to Mount Slanc, 

The elevation I had now gained, was 
. njofl: exceedingly ddigbtfiJ ; but th« 
^ profpedt differed little &pm our view up- 
on Mount Br even : I was far from being 
fatisfied ; I wanted to get rid of that im- 
menfe rampart, which hjd from me the 
plains toward the fouth: redoubling then 
,my ardour, I climbed afrefh with irie^- 
preflible fatigue fjrom rock to rock, anii 
with the caution of a reptile ^ making its 
way upon fome briftly plant, I infinua- 
,ted along the traces of thofe ornamental 
. winding crypts, which gave thcfe maffes 
^11 that lightnefs we admired from Breveny 
till aftonifhed at the prodigious height I 
faw myfelf, and ftill more >yith what re- 
mained for me to do, I at laft difcemed 
the full length of my ability. 

But 



«- 
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But I wag fufficiently rewarded for my 
trouble^ by die beawtiful pifture that was 
before me -^ higher ûmith^ Breven^ my 
view extended over the mountain to the 
weft and north ; near me, and at my feet, 
were the valleys of Chamoum\ of St. Mi- 
chaelj of Senvty and of Sallencbe ; farther 
off I difcerned the valley which feparates 
the two Sakveéf^ and faw with aji aiFefti- 
onate regard, which it is.impoflible for me 
to exprefs, thofe parental plains upon 
which: Gatrja is feated^ its beautiful lake,^ 
and in. (hort the whole extent of Mount 
Jura^ to the fort of Edufe. On my 
right were the valleys of the Pays de Vah 
lais^ half of which only were difcovera- 
bkj and that immenfe chain of the Alps^ 
which- defcribing a curve, is terminated 
at Fourke^ and Mouîif *S'/. Gotbc^'d. 

The purity and clearnefs of the air, 
free from the exhalations of the plain,. 

F z enabled 

f Two mountsans XiKva Gsnenia^ 
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enabled me to fee all thofe objefts with 
fuch diftinftnefs, and precifion, that I con- 
ceived it would have bejen eafy for me to 
trace them in a Drawing ; but I foon loft 
myfelf by this very circumftance ; ifuch a 
number of objedts were too much brought 
together, and crowded under my- eyes^ 
fo that nothing kept its due dlftance. 

I H A D left my companions at the foot 
of the Needksy and could fee the little 
Jake upon whofe border we had appoint- 
ed to reft ouffelves ; it was impoflible to 
diftinguifli tbetn^ but I could hear the re- 
port of their ^n, which was the fignal 
^agreed on. 

I WENT down again with much anxie-> 
ty and labour : the ftones, the rocks roll- 
ed under my feet, and I dared not truft 
myfelf even to fome enormous mafles 
which feemed to hang upon nothing. I 
got fafe however at laft to the bottom, 
and foon rejoined my companions iij the 

journey. 
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journey. Seated upon a delightful bank 
of mofs, we took our repaft at the border 
of the lake, whofe water is of an in-^ 
tenfe coldnefs, and which is almofl co- 
vered by thofe threatening Needles : one 
of thefe in particular drew our attention; 
it was diftinguilhed and brought forward, 
by a glazing of the moft tranfparent ice, 
which added greatly to the efFedt of an ob- 
ject in itfelf excedingly magnificent. * 

From hence we were to go to Mon^ 
invert, where according to our plan, wd 
were expefted : it was two o'clock before 
we fet ofE; we bad to pafs the whole 

F 3 chain 

• Let any perfon form to hîmfelf, if it be poffiblcj 
a view of this mountain^ of which the front that it 
prefented is as large as that of Mole, which looks to- 
wards Geneva; and whofe covering of ice was fo 
perfe6tly clear, that the foliage of its plants, the veins 
of the the rocks, and their various colours, came out 
with To much fplendor and brilliance, that it might bo 
taken for a work of art, if its immeuHty did not ia- 
ftaatly forbid the fuppofitioUe 
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chain of the NeeMes over fallen rocks ; 
the road was bad, and never were we fe 
much deceived in the eftimation of dif- 
tances ; what appeared to us to be no moît 
than half a league, was always twice a& 
far, and the jutting parts of this cham^ 
whofe points (hut over one another, 
threw us into continual errors. It feemed 
that having reached the point which oflfer- 
ed itfelf immediately before us, we 
fliould foon beat the end of our journey; 
and when encouraged by this hope we 
attained it, fome new projeâ:ion, not lefs 
diflant than that we had fo refolutcly 
gained, oppofed itfelf to lengthen our 
fatigue. The viev/s however, at all 

m 

times moft engaging, were both beauti- 
ful and fublime: Abtwe us, we had the 
pleafure of feeing a torrent of fnow pre- 
cipitate from a rock ; fix hundred yards 
below us, was the region of lofty firs*^ 
four hundred yards below tbefe:^ was that 
of Larches y whilfl: ourfelvcs were in the re- 
gion 
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^on<)fÙit Marmom,(ànû Chamois ', very 
much out of bur place, as is evident from 
the labours and difficulties we ' experienc- 
ed, which fortîètimeô "almoft weired us 
down. PerpetvÉally deceived with refpedt 
to diftàïices, conftaHtly walking over 
biroken rocka^ either ragged or cleft, or 
edgy, frequently apprehenfive of being 
carried down along with them, or of tak- 
ing a falfe Hep, or of wedging of our 
foot in the cleft of a tock, (which it is 
irapoffiWe always to be certaitx of avoid- 
ing) and often obliged to run acrofs con- 
fiderable fpaces with the utmoft expediti- 
on, to efcape the danger from Avalanches, 
or the falling of the rock, it was not till 
after a laborious Walk of five hours in this 
manner, that we met our man, , the fer- 
vant we had engaged to attend us the 
whole journey. Ouir joy was reciprocal; 
he had been at Montawueft^ and was com^ 
in g up in feiarch of us. We foon after 
difcovered the valley of ice ^ the bot- 

F 4 * tom. 
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torn, and at laft the hovel of Montanvert^ 



which with us had now the merit of the 
ftatelieft Chateau: it was not however till 
after three quarters of an hour's walking, 
that we reached it, though we went 
down very faft. As it was in this place 
we were to pafs the night ; the third com- 
panion of our journey waited for us here, 
with our guides : they had brought us all 
the neceflary provifions; but the fight 
of this valley of ice, and the extreme 
cold nefs of the air, which he was unable 
to fupport, determined him to quit the 
mountain, and return to Chamouni. It 
was not without much concern we few 
him leave us, the inftant we almoft re- 
joined, and were juft going to enjoy 
the nobleft profpefts. The guide who 
had attended us the whole day, went 
down at the fame time ; there remained 
then only my firft companion, our do- 
meftic fer van t, three guides, and a 
Ihepherd, 

We 
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We faW with much tranquility the 
approach of night • the air was calm and 
ferene, and the ftarsnow glittered in the 
Iky, when < we fet down to our fupper. 
Seated upon the turf, or upon ftones near 
a large fire, we admired the fplendor of 
the heavenly bodies,^' which in that ho- 
rizon, bounded and confined by moun- 
tains, feemed to glide away with more 
than ordinary fwiftnefs, and give place 
toothers.' 

In V I T ED by fo rtiany extraordmary ob- ~ 
jedts to meditation, fatigue alone could at 
laft oblige us take repofe. They had 
prepared a bed- for us linf t^ie cottage, 
whith wa^^ nothing lEfore than a nich in a 
large ftone, th$ Ihfepheids hadt inclofed by 
a wall without mortar, and in this two 
perfons onFy could fhelter themfelves> 
from the weather. Our people in the 
mean time were ftretched' about the fire, 
with no other covering than the Ikies, 

F 5 and 
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and in fome meafure better off than our- 
felves, who were expofed to the piercing 
feverity of the wind, which forced, 
through every crevice of the wall. We 
were frequently under the neceffity df 
going out to warm ourfelves: and in imi- 
tation of our guides^ prefenting fome- 
times one fide to the fire; and fbmetimes 
the other ; in this manner we waited for 
the morning. 

It appeared, but its appear^mce wad 
for fome time doubtful^ becaufe the rays 
of the fun, which almoft inftamly ea- 
fightened the tops of the mountains^ 
had all the fil ver palenefs of a moon>-light ^ 
an efFeél which was occafio&ed by the 
whitenefs of the fhows and ice, ^ofe 
colour in thefe places ia the predominant 
tene of ^veiy obje^ 



SECONrr 
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SECOND DESCENT 

INTO THE 

IcEY Valley of Mokt-anv^ert, . 
And extraordinary Paj/age. over it. 



w 



E defcended into tfie Valley, a- 
bout three quarters of an hour after fun- 
rife^ when the Englijb Jlone^ to which we 
paid a vifit, recalled with much refpeft 
the firft difcoveries of Meflrs. Windham 
and Pocock: how inconfiderable, when 
compared with what we promifed our- 
ourfelves a fight of ! yet fcarcely had we 
gained our feet upon the ice, when we 
found ourfelves retarded by the clefts, 
that opened quite acrofs the valley. We 
paffed a number of theni '^ith the utmoft 

gaiety 






1 
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gaiety and fpirit ; but others foon appear- 
ed, it feemed impoflible to clear ; nor 
could we even look at thena without ter- 
Tor, Our guides accuftomed to fuch ob- 
jec\s, ventured over boldly-, provided 
with a ftafF or pole of feveu or eight feet 
only in length, they fprung with an a- 
mazing ftrength, agility, and refolution, 
and encouraged, and inftrudled us to do 
the fame. The farther we advanced, we 
met with openings wider yet, as well as 
deeper, and where even our guides were 
under a rieceffity of taking every poffible 
precaution. In fuch cafes they generally 
placed their pole horizontally under the 
left arm, with the longer part of it ex- 
tending backward; fo that if they 
fliould not have fufficient ftrength to 
reach the farther fide, they ftood a chance 
at leaft to be fufpended by it : one trem- 
bles at the.idea of fuch an accident ! Hap- 
pily no misfortune befell us, and we 
gained the middle of the valley j our ex- 

ercife 
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trcrfe rendered us more adive, and habit 
gave us courage, which in truth was nc- 
cefiary every inftant^ 

But a chafin we now arrived at,, caus- 
ed us infinite perplexity, its depth was 
about eighty feet, and we were flopped 
near half an hour upon the brink, by 
new difficultiesy. and the apprehenfions 
of our danger : one of our guides, at laft^ 
and my companion leaped it; for myfelf, 
I dared not follow them, and the want 
of refolution coft me many a fatiguing 
round. This difficulty happily furmount- 
ed, we flattered ourfelves the worft. was 
over, when all at once we were agaia 
furprifed with mounds x)f broken ice^ 
and chafms, of which we could fcarce 
difcem the bottom : we climbed however,, 
not without great difficulty, to thç top of 
one of thefe confufed heaps, never once 
fufpefting what it led to. It looked' into.a 
*uoid of a prodigious depth, which feem- 
©d to fever tfiis from all the other mafles. 
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We ftood motionlefs, to find tBe fituati- 
on we were in, and what hazards we 
muft rifque to pafs it : never was prefence 
of mind more neceflary; we threw our 
eyes in filence over all the obfeéks near 
us ; we meafured their extent,, remarked 
theîr Ihapes, their prominencies, and the 
grafp they could afford us ; every advan- 
tage was confidered,. anrf at length by 
ftridt attention, we difcemed a hole, as 
if it had been digged into the ice, ap- 
pearing like the entrance of a mine that 
had been worked -, and as we perceived 
an outlet on the other fide, it raifed our 
fpirits. There was danger ftill, in trufl:-^ 
ing to fo frail an arch, for fuch a diftance. 
^hich might upon the flighted fliock, ol: 
even upon the flighteft noife, fink in at 
bottom, or break down above and crulh 
us: we drew ourfelves however gently 
through It, and by means of this pre- 
caution pafled it fafe t^ 

Wï;. 

f The author is notfg àt^m\)û& ^s;^^>^^\.^^ ^\^ 
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We now were foon to fee .an end of 
dieie alarming hazards, and of our ex-^ 
cefTive labour. Arriving near the fall of 
rocks upon the ice, we employed our- 
feives in fesarch of cryftals; all thefe rocks 
are filled with fuch produetioos : and we 
could difcern the beds, or broken caverns 
they are formed in, at the fummits of 
the mountains. The farther we ad vane- 
cd, the more we faw of objetïls to ad-^ 
mire; yet ftirrounded by thefe beauties,, 
we could ttot but refleâ: with horroir, at 
the fight of this eternal frozen lake, ité 
yawning defts, and deep àî^ffcs j whilft 
the mountains that environed us, whoife 
antiquity mipréflcd rfreverentialkind of 
awe, the gradation of their floping iS^^s^ 
which fometknes ended in a headlong pre-- 
cipice^ the variety of their ftupefldoUa 
rugged forms, together with thofe piled 
of ice, and rocky fragments, which bro- 

. ken 

Pafs, as might be «xpeucd from his geûçral accuracy 
%)£ dcfcription* 
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whole of this enchanting view was termi- 
nated with the rocks of cryftal, and l^ 
others, all whofe feveral tints were ridily 
and prbftifely varied. 

N&w beauties dill continued to delight 
us, aftonifticd as we were at prcfcnt, by ^ 
a number of objedts fo magnificent andi 
vafl:_ 

The valley on our right was ornamentf-- 
cd with prodigious Glaciers,' that (hoot- 
ing up to an immeafurable height between ^ 
the mountains, blend their colours with 
the fkies, which they appear to reach. 
The gradual rife of one of them, indue*- 
ed us to conceive it prad\icable to afcend 
it; and fuch is the engroffing nature ^ 
thefe objeéts, that they feem to efface e- 
very other idea. We are no longer our 
own mailers -, and it is next to an impof- 
fibility to ftop the impuke of our inclina- 
tions.— —It would open (till new fcenes, 

of 
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of more extenfivc>graiKicur. Tha;t as 

we^ certainly (hould gain a view behind the 
Needles, fuch a point of elevation, (be- 
yond which^ no mortal whatever had 
yet ^one) would not only prefent Mount 
'Bkmc^ tous'under a newform, and with 
new beauties, but that in ihort, looking 
towards the fouth, we (hould have a pic- 
ture of all Ifafy as well as in a Camera 
Obfcura. It was thus the wildnefs of 
imagination prompted us to think the pro- 
ject poflible, and we were in the full en- 
joyment of our reverie,, when a horrid 
noife from the very feme Glaciers put an 
end to this delightful dream, and ftiat- 
tered the fcenery at once. Reafon didatr 
ed immediately^ that fuppofing fuch a fon*^ 
cied pifture as we had reprefented to our- 
felves, to be real, and that it were pofli- 
ble to afcend the height of the Glacier to 
enjoy a fight of it, the execution of the 
plan, would require our ftay all ni^t up- 
on this frozen valley, v^rhich was abfolute- 
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ly impoffible, from the want of fewd 
only. 

By this time reft was neceflary to osç 
and the only fituation where we could be 
fafe, was in the middle of die valley jift 
might here at leaft be out of danger fironl 
the falling down of ice or rocks. The 
dation of Mr. De Saujfure appeared moft 
eligible for our purpofe, and we were 
coming to the very fpot : it is a maiDly 
block of ftone, precifely at the middle of 
the ice ; we feated ourfelves upon it, and 
having taken out our neceflary refrclh* 
ments, poured a fparkling libation to the 
honour of the Profèflbr, as the firft per- 
fon who had refolution enough to penc-» 
trate thus far. 

We reded here two hours, our mindS 
voluptuoufly employed, in the contempla- 
tion of fo many wonders ; every moment 
was diftinguifticd with fome new difco^ 
v«ry. A. fingle glance over all thefe Gk- 

oers 
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cîers together, feemed to throw a light 
upon their t:orrefponclence and extent, and 
I ventured to .conjecture that the firft Gla- 
- cier in the valley upon the right hand, 
might end at the Glacier of Pèlerins^ and 
the fécond at that of Boffons. That the 
daciçr,/? Talefre^ over the valley on the 
left hand, joined to a Glacier like this we 
were upon, extending from thence to the 
Glaciers of Argentiere and 7î?«r, and then 
ftretcbing as it were its arms to the valleys 
of ice, in the Pays de VaUais^ as thofe again 
have fome connexion with the Glaciers of 
the Canton of Berne^ and the reft of the 
Glaciers in Sv)itzerland, 

From fuch conjeftures, which the fitu- 
ation of thefe Glaciers renders highly pro- 
bable, it feems to follow, that the antieht- 
eft and moft confiderable of them, are 
thofe commanded by Mount Blanc -^ that 
thofe of Fallais, and the other ftill more 
diftànt, are to be confidered as making 
up a regular train j and that farther, this 

relative 



r 
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relative pofition of them with refp 
each other, indicates the cauje of the 
greffion, and of the accretion of the 

It was now high time to quit the 
we looked at- all it« wonders with i 
aftoniftiment and admiration: w 
them doubtlefs for the laft time ; fc 
not with the beauties of this countr 
otherSj to be vifited again with cafe 
clination prompts us-: but if our j 
at this point was not accompliftied 
out labour and fatigue, the grande 
the objeâs we had feen, made us ; 
fatisfadion. We had taken everj 
fible advantage of our journey; the 
ther had continually favoured us ; \ 
is at one feafon of the year only, tha 
an enterprize can poflibly be underta 

Wb inftandy fet off again upoi 
journey, re-entered the valley of Ml 
vert y and walked a tolerable pace; 
clouds we faw approaching haftene 
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ftill more; it was n.ot long before they 
thickened, fo that they from time to time 
entirely hid the fun ; and a fudden return 
from this gloom to the moft d:^^ling light 
upon the ice, could not but endanger the 

• 

due placing of our feet. As. we approach- 
ed Montanveriy we begaan^to fee -upon the 
uiQuntainfl which furrounded us, forae 
verdant fpots, which gave refrelhment to 
our eyes •. in thcfe placos are produced 
thofe medicinal plants,. fo valuable for their 
properties, and their fcafcenefs, which 

-grow. there only, or in fuch like fituati- 
ons. My fellow traveller, who is an ea- 

. ger Botanift, was vepy defijrous of finding 
that particular fpeciiea of Abfynthhm^ call- 
ed Genept\ for this purppfe he afcended 
one of thpfe mountains, and had the good 
fortune to meet with it. There are feve- 
ral fpecies of this plant, more of lefs 
common; that he fought for, was the 
white, a plant pajiticularly agreeable to the 

tafte of thQ wild Goats ma Chamois^ which 

they 
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they generally are obliged to dig for 
through the fnow. 

We (aw none of the latter animals in 
this excurfion, but we met with feveral 
goats, which they drive to pafture in the 
mountains, and graze there for about fix 
weeks; leaving them without a keeper, 
and vifiting them not above once in ten 
or twelve days: there are herds likewiie 
of cows, which they leave to themfelves 
for the fame length of time, at the end 
of which they are driven to frefti paftures. 
The herds have no other enemies to fear 
in thefe places but T^mpefts and Avakmcbes^ 
or other fuch like common accidents of 
the mountains : it is highly agreeable, and 
even aftonifhing, to fee the great as well 
as fmall cattle, crofs the valley of ice, 
leaping its clefts, climbing over rocks, 
making their way along the hanging 
fteeps, and walking upon ridges one 
would hardly think acceffible: the moft 
venturous of them indeed fometimes lofe 

their 
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'» their lives through their ralhnefs ; but in 
this cafe the' lofs does not fall upon the 
particular owner, bûtiipon the public ; sin 
iother wbtds, it "is <fiftributed amongft 
the general proprfetofs, and every owner 
in a herd where fuch a misfortune hap- 
: pens, bears his Ihare of it. 

To avoid that Abyfs in our return, 
"ipv^hich we had paflfed with fo much hazard, 
it was neceffary to draw towards the fide 
of the mountains in good time, to keep 
-•on, clofe to their feet, and how" and then 
to afcend the ridges, to avoid fome beds 
x>f ice, or fragments of rocks, that oppof- 
-ed our paflage, and it was with infinite fa^ 
*'tigue we mjide our way to Montanvert. 

One refleiftion naturally occurs : All 

thefe labours, and fometimes dangers, it 

'may be faid, are too difcouraging, if they 

-do not even banilh every inclination tb 

^penetrate to the extremity of the valley. 

G I AN- 
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I ANSWER; it is truc that we experi- 
enced much fatigue, as well as many ha- 
2ards, but tliat it is praticable to êffeâ it, 
and yet avoid a confiderable part both of 
the one and of the other. 

For this purpofe, I would recommend 
it to fuch as have no averfion to a bttle 
trouble, not to get upon- the Glacier inv- 
mediately zxMontanvert^ but to go as far 
as pofTible from this place, before they 
defcend upon tlie ice ; to crofs the breadth 
of the valley diredtly from thence, and 
to coaft along the mountains on the left 
hand, as they did upon the right before 
they came down to the Glacier. This 
route, which is chofen by the herds, and 
which on that account alone I fliould be 
difpofed to think the fafeft, condudts the 
traveller at a diftance from thofe deep 
clefts we were under a neccffity of pafliog, 
by having defcended into the valley too 
foon. Thofe who are afraid of rocks, 

and 
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and not accuftomed to the fatigue of fuch 
a laborious walk, may charge their -guide 
with a fniall bridge made of ofiers, which 
may be doubled, to render it ftill more 
firm ; by rneans of this, the paflage may 
be confiderably (hortened, and rendered 
at the fame time fafer, as well as lefs fati- 
guing. It would be defirablej if poffible, 
to avoid lodging upon Montdnvert^ as thé 
cold which muft be endured there, cer- 
tainly weakens us. Lying then at Cba^ 
mouni^ and fetting out three hours before 
day, the traveller might get to Montana- 
vert by five o'clock; a good breakfaft 
would renew his flrength; he might then 
defcend upon the ice, go over the whole 
extent that we did, and return again to 
Montanvert by broad day-light, from which 
place he may get down to Cbamouni in two 
hours. And after all, what are thefe in- 
conveniencies and a little trouble, com*- 
pared with the pleafure arifmg from à fur- 
vey of objedts, fo amazingly beautiful, 
and where vaftnefs and fublimity reign 

G z through- 
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throughout the whole. To be fatisfieft 

Vith a ^fimple view of this valley, as we 

fee it frpm Montanvert^ one muft either 

^^entertain a very poor idea of the beauties 

of thefe places, of their nature, and their 

' elegance j or be deftitute of that Tafte 

which is reiquifite tp the enjoyment of 

them, or under the mortifying incaf)acity 

of gratifying it, from a weaknefs of coii- 

'ilitution. 

The Tame day we defcended the fhoun- 
tain, and arrived at Prieuré juft: as our 
third companion returned thither, who 
had been to vifit the fource of the Arve, 
Good provifions and reft perFeftly reco- 
vered us. We devoted however the next 
day folely to vifiting the fource of the lef- 
fer Arve^ called the Arveron^ whicTi is fi- 
tuated at the foot of the Glacier bïMontarc- 
uert^ and not ftiore than a league diflant 
from Prieuré • fo that it àf)pears we rather 
were difpofed to indulge ourfelves, like 
^people who had fufFered ftfftie fatigué. 

CoL- 
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O come at this coUeâed'mafs of ice;, 
we croffed the Arve^ and3 travelling; 
in. a tolerable road^. paffed fonxe villages 
or hamlets,, whofe inhabitants behaved- 
with much politenefs:; they invited : us to 
go in and' reft : ourfelves, apologized .for 
our reception^ and. offered, us a., tafte o£ ' 
their honey.. 

Aftbr amufing ourfelves fôme time^ 
amongft them, we refumcd our. road, andi 
entered a beautiful wood of lofty firs, in-f 
habited .by fquirrels •,. the bottom, is a fin^ 

G 3, fand" 
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fand, left there by the inundations of the 
At^veron : It is a very agreeable walk, and 
exhibits feme extraordinary appearances. 

In proportion as we advanced into this 
wood, we obferved the • objeét» gradually 
to vanifh from our fight ; furprized at this 
circumftance, we were earneft to difcover 
thecaufe; and* our eyes fought in vain 
for fatisfadion, till having paiTed through 
it, the charm ceafed. Judge of our afto^ 
pilhment, when we faw before us an 
tniormous mafs of ice, twenty times at 
large as the front of our cathedral of ^ ^, 
Petefy and fo oonftrudted, that we havo 
only to changQ our fituatiojn, to make it 
refemble whatever we pleafe. It is i| 
magnificent palace, cafed over with tfao 
pureft cryflal) a majeflic temjde, onuH 
mented with a portico, and coluiims of 
•feveral fhapes and colours ; It has ffie ap-» 
pearance of a fortrefs, flanked with towers 
and baflions to the right and left ; and at 
bottom is a grotto, terminating in a dome 

of 
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of bold coaftrudlion. This fairy dwel- 
ling, this enchanted rcfideticc, or cave of 
Fmcy^ is the fource of the Arveron^ and 
of the gold which is found in the Arve : 
And if WiB add to all this rich variety, 
the ringing tinkling found of water drop^ 
ping from its fides, with the glittering 
refraction of the folar rays^ whilft tints of 
the nioft lively green, or' blue, or yellow, 
« violetyhave the eflfeft of different com- 
paîtmen,ts, in die feveral divifions of the 
grotto, the whole is fa theatrically fplen- 
did, {o compleatly piétùrefque, fo beyond 
imagination great and bçiaii^iful, that I 
can eafily believe the art of man h^ ner 
ver yet produced, nor ever will produce, 
a buQdihg fo grand m rts coiiftfûSticHi, or 
to varied in its ornaments. 

Destrous of iurveyîng every fide of 
this mœifs, we eroded thé river about four 
hundred yards from its fource ; and mount- 
ing upon the rocks and ice, approached 
the vault ; but whilft we were attentively 

G 4 employed 
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employed in viewing all its parts, ailo-s 
nifhed at the fportivcnefs of Fancy, wet 
caft our eyes at one confideraWe member 
of. the pile.abo:ve us, which w^s unac-» 
countably fupported; it fcemed to hold 
by almoft nothing ; our imprudence was 
too evident, and we, bajdcned to retreat: 
yet fcarcely had wc ftept back thirty pacies, 
before it brokç off ^jKat onçe^ wi^ a pror 
digious noife, and tumbled, rolling to the 
very fpot where we- were ft&nding juft be? 
fore. It waÉi a moft fortunate, determi- 
nation, finçc. if we had. ftiwd a» inftant 
* longer, it would certainly have cru(fag(Vus 
by its fall; 

There have been much reafoning and 
debate, about the caufei^ that; pjoducç 
thefe heaps of ice. But being for the 
moft part-feated'at the lK>ttpra.of , the Gla- 
ciers, (of whiçh^ .iff I, may ufethe ex? 
preffion, they feeqvto.lay the . érft. foun- 
dations) it is probable that they are form- 
ed originally by an. over-fall of Aiow^ 
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which being heaped together by degrees^ 
Becomes in a fuccefEon of winters^ a- 
confiderable mafs of ice;^ and.fiich col-- 
lédtions are augmented, either, by the • 
caufes which at firft produced them^ or 
by the continued • rolling down of fnows.; 
and ice, .which come fromhigjier Glaciy 
ers. 

m 

The water of tWg Arveron^ whichH 
runs out of this mafs,: is excelleat,.. and-l 
though as cold as ioe itfelf, , ther&- i& na> 
reafon to be afraid ef drinking it^, cveni 
when one is very hot j and this is a gene- 
ral excellence of all thofe* watersj. which^ 
come from ice, when they are drank at.: 
the fource. . 

Wb toofcrUp feverabhandfiilK of fandy, 
to fee if wexoiild find any gold in- ir,. but 
tKere was none; it is* not however 'fcfs- 
certain, that there /j gold', and gold of* 
great purity, too^^, in the bed oF this- 
ftreÉun3. fome perfons from Gemva^ who ♦ 

G 5^, ea«ied3 
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carried away feveral bags of its fand, 
returned a fécond time ; but the orders 
fince received upon this occafion, have 
hindered any farther fearchf. The in- 
habitants of Cbamouni are carefully per- 
fuaded they have a Mine of this metal, 
affirming that there are indubitable figns 
of it, though thefe are frequently effaced 
by changes, owing to the melting of the 
fnows. They have alfo fome MarcaJueSj 
the traces of which, in like manner, are 
very foon deflroyçd; they neverthefcfi 
fometimes difcqver them, and they offer- 
ed us a confiderable vein of this (tone, 
(or metal, which-ever it be) but their 
expectations were raifcd too high^ for 
our acceptance of the offer. 

f Artificial Riches are nettlNT abondaiidj {loffiSed 
in this country, nor the general objedt of mem wUhei. 
They live, fays the ingenious RoufTcau, to tnj^ 
Lifey and not to acquire wealth and excite envy : If 
ever they have more money they will grow poor ; and 
of this they are fo fenfible, that they tread upon mints 
of Gold; which they are determined never taopenr 
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Maje^tig Walls of Ice^ 

AND 

Glacier des B o s s a n s» 



XJl 



Profpea of the Glaciers ia fo very 
eatertaiiiing, tfaat notwithllanding we 
had ieea that of Pekrinsy we were ûAl 
defif 0I1&. of vifUing that of Boffons^ which 
is the fijîil; we cUfcern at oiar entrance inta 
the vaUey of Cbanwuni. To come at it^ 
vre topk the iame road, by which we en- 
tered^ a/aà paiTing by feveral habitations 
of the peaiknts^ we flopped at one oif 
them, ta oWerve a young' Chamois return- 
ing from the pafture with tfie goats ; they 
had taken it very young, at the foot of 

the 
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the Needles, and brought it up with the^ 
herdj its horns were juft beginning to 
bud, its tcad was'fihe, its eyes ftill oT 
fire, and every movement witn^flbd a^- 
lity and ftrength. Ptovidence feems to 
have formed this animal with fuch a pe- 
culiar love of liberty, that it is hardly pof- 
fible to confite it lèng; when it is once ' 
fufficiently ftrong, it conftantly endea- 
vours to efeape into the crags of the rocks, , 
and almoft all the young ones they have 
taken^ with.a, view of bringing thenv-up 
tame, have mad^ thieir efèape, Ib-lboa 
as they were ftrong enough- to- get away. 
The manner of* takirtg them is fihgular ; 
when the hunter has killed a female Gha- 
mois that fuckles, ht fets it upo» its legs 
<again, as if it was ftill living, and*' con- 
cealing himfelf* under the belly of the 
dead Chamois, waits with patience' till the 
kid returns to its dam ; he then feizes 
the little fttuggling animal, and conveys 
it home. 
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. Setting, off again,, we took.the road 
ascrofs forae meadows*, and over feveral 
beds of ftones^ * collected by the violence 
of the torrents; when paffing by the Gla- 
cier, already vifited^^we foon began to 
mount, afcending through the midft of 
woods. It was not: till after walking a 
good league,, upon a. pretty, fteep flope, 
that we obtained a view of thofe amazing 
walls and buttreffes, by. which the Glaci- 
er is fupported. . They are folid maffes of 
' ice, which rife up perpendicularly, like 
the walls ef ' a prodigious citadel, built 
with ftrong towers^ that feem to be from 
about three to four hundred feet high. 
The upper parts of thefe euorraious to Wr 
ers,, are .tranfparent'j in:.the fame manner^ 
and for the fame r^eafopv, thatv the ends 
of our fingers appear fo, when oppofed 
ta a ftrong lig^t ;• we particularly^ admired 
a hole of «» jpval form, pierced through 
the wall, . it an almoft equal diftance 
ficom each end of the range, towards the 

' top^ 
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top, through which the (ky appears ;: and 
the fun at a certain time of the day, hav* 
ing his rays coUefted by it as a fpeciahim,,- 
darts them in a bundle to the very bottoiJi>. 
•of the valley. Our road lay direéfly; :;^ :. 
der this icey wall, but the apprehenfîôà^^çf . 
danger, in being cxpofed to the fall of 
fragments from fo brittle a fabric, made 
us draw more towards the right ; we ^ 
gain therefore entered into the woods, and 
afcending as before, found ourfelves at 
laft upon the Glacier, : ; t 

This Glacier, though lefs elevated, 
and lefs confiderable ûvanûi^tJes Pekrim^ 
is neverthefefs exceedîn^y V.ôf thy of cu- 
riofity, and we advanced upon the icfe^ 
which is ftifficicntly difficult to get over, 
being in fome pfaces almoft mountainous. 

Hav.ing reached the height of die 
Glacief, we had a view of the whole vaN 
ley of Chamoum'j which prefents itfeff 
here in'moft agreeable perfpeftive; ia 

profpea 
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profpedl of the other Glaciers, and heaps 
pf ice, that of the rivers which run from 
them ; the little iflànds which they form ; 
the cultivated fields ; the tender verdure 
of the meadows ; the contrail of the 
dark green of the firs, with the yellow 
colour of the woods of larch trees; all 
thefe different objedks, which termi- 
nated this vaft field of ice, from which 
we faw them, formed together one of 
the mod fmgular pifturefque landfcapes 
we had ever beheld : Above us we admir- 
ed afrefh the majefty of Mount BlofiCy 
and could better judge from this,, than 
froçi any other point of view we had yet 
come at, of its immenfe height, and of 
the abfolute impoflibility of afcending to 
its fummit. . • 

Having crolfed to the other fide of 
the Glacier, we kindled a fire, and fai 
down to dinner ; immediately after which 
we haftened to defcend through the woods, 
to efeape a violent fliower and tempefl, 
' . * • wKich 
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which feemed to advance upon us very 
feft. We were overtaken, , notwithftand- 
ihg all our expedition, .but faved a part of 
the diitrefs, by fheltering ourfelves a. 
while at the firft houfe o£ the neareft vil-^ 
lage. 

The rain now fëemihg to be over, we 
took advantage of the weather, and, in-* 
ftantly fet out again,- but we were 
ftbpped near the border of a torrent; 
whofe channel is generally dry. This 
torrent, . which came from the foot of the 
Needles, was fo confiderabië, that it was 
rather rafti for us to .think of paffing 
through : we neverthelefs determined to 
attempt it, but we had not gone on fai*, 
when a perfon eagerly caUed out to us to 
return as faft as pofliblej iri faft, we faw 
fuch a confiderable body of water com- 
ing down, and with' Co much impetuofity, 
that we fliould probably have been over- 
whelmed by it ; an accident which forne- 
times happens to thbfe who are not unacr 

quiiiltedk 
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quainted with the paffage j for the fwelling 
is often fo fiidden^ that it does not give 
time even for the cro0ing it; it falls again 
indeed asfuddenly, ^nd ^e pafled it 9 
few minuses after. . Its watery are fo mud- 
dy, as to tie almoft. bUck, . The rain hav- 
ing again catçhed u^., we w.<çre well foak-r 
ed when we got to . Prieure^ where the 
body of the tempeft. thi^çatened to . dif^ 
charge itfelf. The Qafties qf listening, 
with the burfts ai^. rolling of the thun- 
der^ were almoft without intermiffion, and 
\ve were î^pprehenfive, of fome dreadfuJ 
confequences^, Ibe Prior and Vicar were 
at prayers in the cburch^porch, and. thç 
fpund pf the bells*, mix^d wit^i thç 
ftorçv îiJld.thç, tbunçiçr, l^d a grand ef- 
feft. 

r 

Suc» 

• It îs ufual în Popîfh countries, to rîng the t)etls of 
tbeir churches, during a tempeft, which by virtue of 
d^ir baptlfmat coufecratton, are/uppofe^ tq hav^ a 
||)wer of difperfiog it. 



I20 JOURNEY TO THE 

Such were the interefting obje6ts 
which we few in the valley of Cbamoum^ 
and upon our route. We may be bold to 
fay, that except Mr. De Sauffure^ no per- 
fon has yet vifited fo many i^aces in this 
country, or advanced fo far into them ; 
I fliould neyerthelefs think my prefent fet 
IÂ Views defeétive, if I omitted to take 
a Drawing of the magnificent chain d[ 
Nfedks^ and of Mount BbnCy feen frortk 
the Glacier of Buet^ M it is defcribbd by 
Mr. DiLue^ the height of which no per^ 
fon before him ev«: afcended. As I pur* 
pofe vifiting the mountain of Sùct^ 
which fupports this Glacier, with ah in- 
tention of offering my Defigns from it t6 
the public, I prefum.e I (hall give no et* 
fence, if in this place I premife Mr. Dt 
Lu(f s own interefting narrative of its dif- 
covery, printed, in his elegant work, + iî^• 

cbercbt 

f It is much to be wiflied this excellent work 
trauflated into EnglifL 
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cherche des Mo£ficatkms de f Atfmfphere^ 
more efpcciaHy as it is not in the power of 
every ingenious perfon to obtain a fight 
of it. I at firll intended only a very ftiort 
abridgment of his journey, but as this 
would be depriving n^y readers of a con- 
fiderafale deal of pleafure from the peru* 
fal of it, in his^ fimple, unafTefted^ 
and yet ftriking manner of defcribing 
every objeâ and occurrence, I (hall re- 
trench as little of the Narrative as poflible ; 
a detail of his experiments only upon the 
weight of the air *, which were the prin- 
cipal 

* Having Tendered the Barometer as complete as 
poflible in its con&nâion» ope great end propofed \sf 
M^ De Luc at prefent, was to confirm his method 
of determining the precife point upon any Thermo- 
meter, of whatever conftra^ion, at which water 
boilsy vrhen the fiaromçter (lands at twenty-feven 
inches. 

During the courfe of thefe experiments, the inge- 
nious Author has obferved, that boiling water never 
ei^cecds a cçrtain degree of lieat, under the fame ftate 

of 



1 2a JOU R NE Y T O T HE^ 

cipal motiyesi of this very learned and in-^ 
genious Philofppher fot afcending to thq 
fummit of the mountain. 

of the air at the fame height, an4 that iti variations 

upon a change of that ftate, follow in a harmonicat 

progreffion» whilft the ooffrefpondmg heights • of the 

Mercury m the Barometer, Uf taken, in tuthmctU. 
cal. 
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R De Lite having nîany times gone* 
over that )part of xhitAlps (which is neareft 
to Geneva) m the Barony of Faucigny^ 
- had obferved many fummits much higher 
than the Canigouf^ but he notwithftanding 
defpaired of finding any that were pro- 
per for his experiments J the acceflibte 
f parts of this portion of the chain being 
>all too low, and -the fummits offering no- 

-thing 

t A mountain in the neighbourhood of Gene'va^ 
upon which Mr. De Luc had already made fome baro* 
netrical obfervations and experioients. 
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thing to his view but pikes in the form of 
obelilks, the more floping fides of which 
are cafed with ice. But he ha'd remarked 
out of this chain, and not fo far from Ge- 
neva^ a mountain whofe fummit, al- 
though always covered with ice, appeared 
to him acceffible. It may be feen from 
the weftem bank of the lake, near Gene- 
va, between thofe of JWbfe and Foircns^ 
but yet at a confiderable diftance. 

He endeavoured then to inform himfelf 
of the name of this mountain, the place 
where it was fituated, the road neceflary 
to be taken to arrive at it, and whether or 
not it was to be afcended ; but no perfon 
could be found that knew it, nor could he 
gain the leaft intelligence with refpeû to 
any of his queftions : He was obliged there- 
fore at all events to take a Journey in 
fearch of it, and endeavour to find k 
himfelf. 

Having 
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Having mentioned this defign to his 
Jt)rother, he confulted with him which 
road was beft to piirfue, and engaging his 
affiftance in the excurfion, they fet out 
from Geneva together upon the 24th of 
Auguft, 1765, direfting their route by 
Sl Joir-, but upon their approach to this 
town, they loft fight of the mountain they 
were in fearch of, though it was at this 
time clear, that it was neceflary to gain 
the valley of Taninge^ and they difcovered 
it in fadt at the bottom of that valley, as 
fôon as they entered it ; when ' ftopping 
to examine it attentively with glâffes, they 
were now confirmed in the opinion that it 
was acceflible, even to its fummit, and by 
that very fide too which fironted them. 

But what errors does not diftance oc- 
cafion ? that which appears the moft in- 
acceffible when wc are far diftant, affords 
fometimes the eafieft afcent; whilft we 
are frequently ftopt ftiort fa thofe places 
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Nvhere we could forefee no difficulty at all-^ 
even at Toning they ft ill judged their pror 
jeft eafy^ but the nearer they approached 
the mountain^ the fteeper it appeared^ 
in the mean time they had no idea of the 
kind of difficulty which ftopt them in the 
end. 

As they approached the towtt of Safnch 
ing^ they obferved the icey funlmit of the 
mountain (which was properly the objeâ' 
of their journey) lower by degrees with 
refpedt to a certain line of -rocks, which 
had till then appeared to be a part of it^ 
and beyond Samoing.^ their mountain was 
concealed by one nearer to them, which 
It Was neceflary to get round : Night ap 
J)roached ; at the fame time the road be- 
t:ame more difficult ; and they were much 
embarraffed, when they fortunately ' over- 
took a peafafit travelling the fame way^ 
he informed them that the village of Sixt 
was at the bottom of the mountain, and 
that he was going thither himfelf. Thqf 

fo> 
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Tollowed him ; and after having eroded 
by Fallon^ a village fituated in a delightful 
plain, they entered into a defile, which 
conduced them along the banks of the 
G^i^, to the village of Sixt^ where they 
aniived at night, after walking eleven 
lioùrs. 

RiFR^EsHMENT and repofe were high*» 
îyfequifite; and their guide gave them 
flo^ hopes -^df finding any accommodation, 
but at the Abbey, the Canons of which 
«e Lords of the place; but the Convent 
î^ais now (hut. Emboldened however by 
neceffity, they had the good luck to make 
themfelves heard, laid open their diftrefs, 
and were received with all imaginable hof- 
pitality. 

Whilst their fuppér wars preparing,- 
thefe getittemen had the politenefs to fend 

H for 

• This river lias its rife k The vcty Aountaîn tO 
irUch they were going. 
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fer feveral perfons of the village, who 
'were acquainted with the mountain. But 
the paftures (as they call them) being no 
more than ' half way oip, they could fay 
nothing concerning the fiunmit our tra- 
ilers were fodefirousof vifiting^ one of 
thefe people only offered to conduit them 
to the higheft granges of the mountain, 
where they pofTibly^ might find a fliepherd 
better able to direét them. It was deter^-' 
mined then to fet out with this ptxfoa the 
next morning for the difco very ; and their 
generous Hofts fupplied them widi provi- 
fions ueceflary for the expedition. 

The hamlet they were to goix>, is call- 
ed ks Granges des Commîmes ; it is a firing 
of huts ranged in the direftion of the 
flope upon the mountain, under a little 
rock ; thefe- hut« confift only of an in- 
clofure of ftones fdacedone upon another^ 
without mortar, to the height of about 
three feet ; whofe roofs are covered with 
ibingle^^ or fxat pieces of deal, ihaped 

like 
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like tiles ; the ridge of thefe roofs is in 
the fame direction with the line of the 
huts, which are fo low, there is no ftand-, 
ing upright under thena, but in the mid- 
dle; and in diefe, inconvenient habita- 
tions, the peafants of Sixt come to pafs 
the time, an interval indeed of no great 
length, whîlft the paftures are free from 
fnow. In fadt, it would be but a ufelefs 
trouble for ^ them to beflow more care in 
their conftrudtion, fince in fpite of the 
connedion with each other, and the or- 
der of their arrangement, wlrich contri- 
bute to fupport them, and notwithftand- 
ing the protection of the little rock which 
covers them on that fide next the moun- 
tain, they are very often cruflied by the 
fall of zxi Avalanche t, and this muft equal- 
ly happen, were they built with ever fo 
much coll. 

These paftures are overlooked by 
rugged precipices, formed out of the 
ruins oî the upper part of the mountain ; 

H 2 anH 
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:tnà .their craggy flopes, widi the rocks» 
which jcommand them, form a perpendi- 
cular .height of more than three thôufand 
jFrench Éeet, for a prodigious extent a^ 
Jong its fide; almoft^atll this fteep furface 
js covered with (how, which is accumula- 
it l)y ;the winds: when the depth of 
the fnow is not confiderable^ it gradually 
jnejts away, without jcftlUig dowii in maff- 
^te^ but during the winter feafon ij69 
and 1770, there fell fuch a prodigious 
quantity of (how^ that the mafs could n^ 
longer be held up, and its parts being 
contracted by the long feverity of tho 
iraft^ and rendered lefs tenacious, it 
fumbled all at once upon thefe paftures^ 
^hich it entirely covered, and its extre- 
flinity reached the flope beyond the plain. 
,The eflfeft of the air, prc:flèd by this jiva^ 
hncbe of fnow, was fo terrible, that the 
liurricane occafxoned by it forced itfelf a 
paflage tfirough a foreft of beeches and 
firs, which covered thte flope, and did 
not leave a tree ftanding in its way 5 if fr- 

vea 
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ten (topped the courfe of the Gtffrr^ 
(which ftbwsr along the valley) atid over^ 
turned on the oppofite Iknk^ a number' 
pf trees ând^ granges, much ftronger' 
than thofe, which' remained cruftied hy 
the Avd^ke upon the Pqpùres dts Comf^ 
mmcs. 

A« they wcte to afcend the vary tod6af 
over which thi^ Jvahncbe cariie, it msy 
fiSiGiy be conceived how fteep and ruggoi^ 
a road they necefiarily had to pafs; it 
mud be diflScult to fiacttfe their feet, whero^ 
even the fnow failed of a fupport; The- 
¥ery aril appearance of thefe rocks, upon- 
their arrivar at the Granges dès Cmmmtf^f 
pointed out the necèffity of their placing- 
an entire confidence in their new gutde^ 
fince they were abfolutely to be diredecï 
By his judgment : He joined thetti^ anct 
tfiey now began the enterprize. 

Bu T what gave them the modt unea-^ 
finefs was, that they had entirely loff' 

H J ^x^ 
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fight of that frozen fummit, the otgedl 
of their journey. Their guide, who, 
though an inhabitant of the mountain, 
had never clinibed thefe rocks, pretended 
it was dill higher ; and that when they 
were once beyond them, they (hould 
foon arrive at the ice. Committing them- 
felves therefore to his conduct, they con- 
tinued mounting for near four hours, by 
paflkges, in which they were often o- 
bliged to help themfelves up with their 
hands, and frequently to ufe great pre- 
cauton if they wanted only to turn their 
heads to look back. An impatience haw- 
ever to difcover wHat thefe rocks conceals 
cd, ftill urging them to get the better of 
thefe obftacles, they arrived at laft at 
their top; but what was their furprife and 
thagrih, when they pereeived themfelycs 
iip^n the brink of one of the moft fright-' 
ful precipices*, which feparated them 

from 

* The Line of Rocks they were upon, is called 
Crenitr des Communes^ and this is likewife covered 
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from the (Ummit they came in fearch- 

TffEY ftbod motionlefs a confitlerablô 
time, with admiration as well as horror. 
Mount Blanc ^ appeared before them in 
all its majefty : this^ without faying too 
much, is the very expreflion it naturally 
mfpires; evenf the precipice which ftopt 
them was majeftic. Let any one figure to 
himfelf a fteep 6f more than three thou- 
fend feven hundred French feet, encom;-^ 
paffed round with pointed rocks, and up- 
on which every ftèp they fct^ it feemed as 
if the next would carry them down into 
the air beyond its edge^ and the very 
idea will be enough to make him Ihudder j 
and yet the fight having dwelt a while 
upon the£e frightful naked pikes, was; 
foon. relieved, and felt an agreeable rer 
pofe at their fêet.. Rich finiiing paftures, 

H 4 . : , fiir- 

wnÛL a Line of Cnaller Rock39 the higfaeft of whidiui^ 
called Grenairoftf or the little Grenkr. 
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furrounded by woods, with here ani 
there a fcattered. grange, foftened the hor* 
ror of their fituation, whilft die moft fo- 
îçmn filence w^s mtèrrqpted only by th« 
^^ing of cafcades froni rock to rock^ 
the bwing of the herds CQuld not ï^eadi 
then?. 

As foon as they co\dd difengsige thsk 
attention from objedts fo ijiew $o tfaem^ 
tiiough not unacquainted with mountaînsi 
they (howed their guide the fummit dief 
were defirous of getting to, but it wa? 
now too late; half the.dsiy was already 
fpent ; and though it appeared to them^ 
that by only tvuning die precijMce on the 
left hand, they might arrive at it, the 
Journey was too long and hazardous for 
riie remainder of the time ;. and as they 
were hindered from puxfuing the intended 
plan the next day, by an accident whicli 
happened to thdr thermometer in climb^ 
ingthe rocks of Grenier^ they now re-- 
turned badsL agaiin to Gcff^tEKi. 
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t It was not tW the year i^^o, that 
Aey again-' entertamcd hopes of accom- 
p^lifliing their dei%tr, when they fet out 
ijifpon the 24th of Auguft^ and- arrived^ 
the fame evening at the AJbbey^. where 
they were received with a double wârmt)* 
of^ civility by their friendly Canons : the^ 
converfation foon turned upon the difap- 
pointment of their former journey^ and- 
they were earneffi^o jprevent the feme dif- 
agreeable event .a fécond ûisA ^r &^ ^ thp 
ehamoîë-hunters are generally employeçl' 
' M this feafon about getting in their hai;-^ 
veft, our travjeljers wei» under the iieeef- 
fity of taking up with fuch guides* as they 
had before. Leaving the Abbey there-" 
fore at four the next mornings they reach*- 
ed the Pq/iures des Communes about fix^» 
where a young man at the ^ange belongr 

H 5: mgf, 

f From the beginning of âus fm^jivf/k to^ pagf ^ 
r4^, Is added from Mr. De Lue's Nànptife» |ffinted^' 
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îng to the Canons, an apprentice to ^ 
hunter, joined the guide who came with 
them, and promifed to condudt them to 
the ice. The way he led them was over 
feveral flopes of frozen fnow, till he^ 
brought them to the middle of the range 
of Grenier^ at which place the rock is fo 
prodigioufly deep, that it was aftoniftiing 
any perfon (hould have the hardinefs to 
think of climbing it ; but the hopes that 
It wouM lead them to the icey fummit 
they were in fearch of, and the defire of 
completing their experiments, conquered 
every difficulty. They mounted from 
one jutting point to another, up the clisfts 
of an immenfe wall' of ftone, which waa 
almoft perpendicular ; and after infinity 
difficulties^ which were ihcreaféd by their 
humanity to a little dog that followed 
them from the Abbey-grange, whom in 
pity to his cries, they were frequendy 
obliged to hand from one to the other, 
they had the mortification to find' them- 
fclyes at laft on the very fame precipice 
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diey had been at in their journey five years 
before. Giving up therefiare theb expec- 
tations of attairring the height they wiflieci 
to come at, after picking up feveral beauH 
tiful irnpreflions of the Cornua AmmomSy 
at Pwo thouf and /even bundr^d and eighty^twtf 
Englifh yards above the level ef the Mé^ 
Mterranean, they determined to relf fatiC- 
fied with makirrg their experiments, up^ 
on the fummit of Gr emir on. This^ rockr,. 
which crowns the ridge of rocks they had 
afcended, is fëparated- in feveral plaees 1^ 
ferge openings and fiflures; ftvcral of 
which were jet filled with fnow^ whilft 
in others it confifts of rugged pikes, 
whofe rough projedfcing points were the 
means^of their ^fcent; it was^very where 
difficult: and their guidés were fo mû- 
midated at one pafs, that they refufed to 
follow them*: this was na difcourage^ 

ment 

*^Âfriend wBo-eame withtiiem &om Gene<iM hud 
te&obiiged to defift^ and go down again, before thejr 
Md attained the ridge of Grtnm. 
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ment to thefe Gentlemen ;: they furmount*- 
ed it, and ihame prevented the return of 
their condudtors, they foUowediand at*^ 
tained thé foHunit.. ' 

But here an; accident befet them, 
which had like to have been, fatal : the 
youi^ man, who had ankUiâedv ùiem 
from the grange,, fatigued with the labour 
tie had undergone, and in a fit of lai^h^ 
ter at the fblly of taking all this, trouble^ 
to boil a little water,, threw himfelf un?- 
luckily with all his weight upon Mc. D^ 
Luc"^ foot, who was ftretched at his length 
upon the rock, attending the fire for their 
experiments ? die care of thefe pi;evented 
his attention to the hurt for ibme time;: 
but no fooner had he finifhed his ol^* 
vations, than upon rifing up^. he foui^ . it 
impoffible for him to fupporthimfelf,, and 
he was ready to faint with pain i all hopes^ 
©f reaching the fummit were now at an 
end J but this was the kail of their naif- 

fofltUQK' 
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fortune;, it was neccflary to go down a- 
gain : he remained^ féveral haursr incapa- 
|>le of fupporting the very idea of it, till 
pecefllty at laft got the better of every 
thing., k was impoflible for. them to con- 
tinue where they were all ni^t ; bad . wea- 
dier might come onv the wind, , the cold, 
the rain^^ and the clouds^ niight expofe 

them to eveiY ^^^ ^^ ^^^^ y ^^ ^^ abfo- 
lutely neceflary to quit a region faliable to^ 
ftorms; he. dragged himfelf along there- 
fore, by the af&ftance of his brother and 
one of the guides, (for the author of the* 
misfortune had abandoned diem*, to go^ 
down and milk his cows) defcending a- 
bout fifteen himdred perpendicular feet^ 
the greater part of wJiich way hp wa» o- 
bliged to Aide upon h^ back, not being;; 
capable of fetting his foot to the ground*. 

Night 

^ Mr. De^Lutivf tuxSStf imputes t&is beliavf«' 
«Bf to the manVxniftaken 4uty to hi^Mafler^ rather 
want of icclinst for his dift rf fi. 
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Night came on ; they were at the moft 
difficult part of the defcent^ and it was- 
determined upon confultatîon to go down^ 
no farther, but to remain at this heightj^. 
though the fituation of the place did not 
afford the leaft ftielter, and was furround- 
ed on every fide with fnow. Mr. De 
Luc's fpirits were exhaufted, and he had 
long been wilhing his companions to ftop^ 
though he had not confidence to propofe 
it, from the dangers they muft be expofed 
to' in fleeping (b near the douds^ hut eve- 
ry limb had now tired in its turn; he was 
quite worn down, and moreover fuffered 
inexpreffible anguifti: all that could be 
done was to make a barricade of frag- 
ments, to prevent their rolling do\^i the 
fteep, ftiould they change their fituation 
during fleep^ and to cover their legs^ 
which were moft fenfible of cold, with the 
table-cloth that wrapped up their provi- 
fions. The night moft fortunately prov- 
cd calm and fine, and the fatigue they 
had undergone procured them repofe for 

ibme: 
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fome hours; but they were awakened by 
the feverity of the cold, and there was na 
walking to procure themfelves warmth : 
the day was never fo long in coming, and 
the night feemed never to have an end. 
They fet out again at day-break, as he^ 
numbed as Marmotts, and it was fome 
time before they could recover the ufe of 
their limbs : happrly the repofë he had 
enjoyed, confiderably leflened Mr. De 
Luc's pain^ the foot indeed was blown 
up, but he could Hand upon it, and de- 
fcended to the Granges des Communes with 
very little affiftance, where they refted 
fome hours, and arrived at Sixt about 
noon*. 

As this dlay.happened to be a feftival^ 
the inhabitants of the neighbouring vil- 
lages were affembled to hear Mafs. The 
fight of ftrangers coming from the moun- 
tains, and the inftruments, drawing their 

attention,^ all concluded they were come ia 

fearch. 
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fcarch of Mines t; it was for-fome time 
to Iktle purpofe to explain the nature of 
their experiments ; : they fmikd in- anfwer 
to them^.- that they knew better; foihe^ 
few of the. more intelligent however at laft 
imderftood them, and iipoa their pointing 
to the Icey fiunmit, they now firft leani- 

. cd, that the Mountain they hadvmade two 
fruitlefs expeditions in feardi of^ wastbe^ 

. Glacier of Buei ; the fan^e perfons like- 
wife mentioned the huntera who were ca- 
pable- 

-f- Satisfied with litâe more than the nrntundwljaBr 
Cages of Society, which are truly BiefGngs, this happf 
People look upon the introduâion of new arts with aa>' 
eye of jealoufy, as tending to deftroy Contentment» • 
byincrea&ig mens îmmagînary wants ; but diey dread'- 
the yain difcovery of thofe hidden treafoies» whidr 
bave ruined every country they are found in, ^uyi haie 
rendered foetal life an eviitoa large proportion of axu^ 
kind in general, 

Aurum irrepertum (ut fie melius fitum 
Qgum terra celat) ipemere fortior 
Q^uai cogère humanos mufus 
Omne iacrum rapiente Deztrl 
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liable of conducing them to it,, and ia 
about a month after, they had the fatif- 
faftion of meeting with one who< had 
been at die foot of this very Glaeicr, in 
purfuit of a wounded Chamois. 

• 

The route which thiey took at 1^ war 
^y Granges des Fonds^ a hamlet fituated at 
the bottom of that frightful precipice they 
|iud furvfçyed &om the edge of thofe 
Jiocks above the paftures as Communes*: 
Sctttng oiijr Aen from the abbey of &>/^ 
at two o'clock in. the afternoon^ they af- 
oended all the way Àrough roads whicfi 
gradually prepared them for the grandeft,. 
the wildeft, and the nioft romantic prof- 
pedk that can be imagined, without the 
leaft mixture of horror to difturb the- 
contemplation; df its various beauties». 
The eye was^i^ver fatisfied with looking 
at the diflferent views which oflfered ia 
Aeir route:: thci pathdiey followed was 

acroika 

♦Page ijtï 
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acrofs the middle of the hill, through si 
narrow valley Ihadowed* upon either fide 
with forefts of firs and beach trees; 
whofe daric mailèsy feparated^ here and 
there by rocks, and paftures glittering 
in theT fun, formed a moft agreeable op- 
pofition to each other, whilflr difièrent 
flieets of water pouring from the hei^itft 
of the mountain, coUedted in a torrent at 
the bottom of the valley, now and thca 
appeared, but was more frequently con- 
cealed by interwoven boughs, and fo- 
liage projedling over on each fide, or by 
the rocks under which it is precipitated; 
and thefë pidlure{que views were continu- 
ally varied, from the winding contour of 
tht valley which they followed. 

The foil of Fonds, is extended almoft 

horizontally towards the rocks whidrwell 
nigh environ it, but falls away with a 
fudden flope on the fide of the valley^ 
by which it is approached; and this hang- 
ing fteep as we afcend, like the curtain of 

a for- 



r 
t 
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à fortified town, hides the place entirely. 
Within a few paces of the top of this 
rampart, we perceive nothing ; but after 
taking five or firx fteps more, the view 
enlaiges all at once, and opens into the 
moft fuperb amphitheatre, difcovering 
all thofe beautifiil paftures which are fur- 
rotmded by it. The air was clear when 
Mr. De Luc and his brother ganied this 
dfelightfiil plain; it was haïf an hour 
after four o'clock, and the fun ftill en^ 
X^tened one part of the romantic folitude. 
It is impoffible to exprefs the emotions 
which they felt at this view ^ they could 
tiot ceafe admiring it, with mutually re- 
peated recognitions of its beauties;^ TFhey 
were here near the higheft grange of 
Fonds^ a thoufand eight hundred and 
fixty-lix French feet above the Abbey •. 
and four thoufand two hindred and 
thirty-fix behw the fummit of Grenairon^ 
which commands one fide of this amphi- 
theatre, whilft the oppofite fide is crowned 
,by the Glacier oî Êuet^ which is eleva- 
ted 
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ted upwards of a thoufand fœt li 
ftill. The eye takes in the whole of 
extent, npr could any opening of 
{weepmg girdle be di&emed^e eixej 
iK^ve the tops of thpfe declining ^ 
dirocigh whidi Aey had afcended.- 

Ti« remaindeîî of the day waar^ 
ployed in walking^er, ^ conter 
ing this beautifutretirenient; enqmni 
their guide of all thofe extraord^nài] 
jeûs which prefented themfelvea ar 
tbom ;, abov« all,. the hiftory of the p 
inhabiting thefe mountains interef&d 
extremely :.it isacomerof the worl 
little known^ though wellwortbf dî 
quiries of aphibfopher* We may 
difcem the real^' wants of man,. the 
of all^his neceffiury cares, and> how i 
the force of habit is capable of eflfefi 
but above all,. how {weet that calm r 
of mind, when -the foul is in the han 
nature only ; unanxious about idle fj 
lationSj^and removed from the folicl 
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0f artful life, they tread that ftreight anâ 
feven path which (he herfelf has pointed 
out to theim, beyond the labyrinths of fo- 
ciety, and unfeduced by its corruptions. 

These people -have their troubles it is 
truç j becaufe they are men ; but they nei- 
ther gwiticipate themi by reftlefs defires, nor 
aggravate them by refleftion ; they hope, 
hetaak .they expèd every thing from the 
Author of .Nature; and a fteady firmnefs 
of refignation (that laboured eflfort of ftoic 
philofpphy) is here the natural effeft of 
their Belief-, a full perfuafion, that the 
evils they experience, are iiifpenfed to 
théitij by the very Tame hand, which 
ikauitifully difpenfes every ileffing*. 

The 

* Votwithftanifii^ tlie rocks of das country appear 

4d1m fteep and abfbhitely inacceifible, ah attentive fur- 

1K7 of tfaem wiU dHcoVer a number of pfojeefioH», 

^hich Nature» who hégleéts nothing, has tovered 

"midk venkirei and no fooner is the ûicm mttc^> than 

thefç 
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The coldnefs of the evening havîr 
obliged thefe gentlemen to retire, th 
took poffeflion of a cabin which its owne 
had not come to occupy, what a lodgin 
for the natives of a city ! It was rather 
cage than a houfe, conlifting of the bodw 



thefe xnôuntalueers who are acquainted with die p 

fages that lead to them, conduô thither their flod 

with the lambs that have been dropt during the wiotx 

Each parlfli has a mark to know their own, and th( 

leave them there in common ; the feed is much U^ 

flavoured than in the vallies, and the (heep contmi 

upon thefe ledges of pafture> till they are coyere 

with fnow, when they return of their own accord t 

their refpe£tive hamlets. They count bat iirtle of tl 

lambs that were not fallen before the flocks Wo 

driven into thefe places, not that they have any thing t 

fear from bears and wolves, againft which the precipia 

are a fufHcient protection ; but predpicçs are no pro 

tedion to thefe animals againft the Eagles, of whicl 

there are very large ones amongft die rocks f Mr. D 

Luc faw fome the next day, hovering and watcfaiii] 

for the Marmotts ; and the guide aflured him, he ha( 

found a feadier of the black eagle two fef t «ad a M 

in length. 
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-of fir trees, rough and unhewn, placed 
horizontally acrofs each other at right an- 
gles, and covered with flat pieces of the 
fame wood ; thefe huts are in general not 
more than five feet high, to the top of the 
roof ; fo that it is impoffible to ftand up- 
right in them ; the intervals between the 
trunks of the firs let in a fufficient quantity 
of light, and it is by thefe openings, and 
by thofe of the roof, that tbe fmoke ef- 
capes when they make a fire. The door 
of thefe cabins is never locked, though 
ithe furniture of them is not removed^ and 
our travellers found here the feats, the ta- 
ble, and the couch of the owners : they 
lighted a fire, fupped, and prepared their 
bed, which was of boards roughly hewn^ 
fixed up near the roof, and covered witli 
dried leaves ; fome pradlice is required to 
get into it, and the lodger ought by no 
means to walk in his fleep. • . i 

Before 
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* Before they went to reft they con* 
Suited the Barometer ; it was fallen fincê 
their arrival ; fo that notwithftanding the 
(ky was yet clear, they were not without 
uneafy apprehenfions about the weather. 
They could have flept here with lefs in- 
convenience from the cold, than they had 
reafon to imagine, but were moft wretch* 
cdly tormented with fleas ; which though 
undoubtedly they did not fpare their fîîend 
the mountaineer, appeared to give no fort 
of interruption to the fouhdnefs of Wt 
fepofe. They clofed their eyes however 
about midnight, but were prefently awak- 
ened by the pattering of a heavy fliower 
upon their roof; the thunder foon was 
heard to roll amongft the rocks ; the Winds 
blew hoHow ; and thé fall of rain, incrcaf* 
ed the pouring and dafliing of cafcodesi 
in (hort the lowing of the cattle, with the 

piercing 

♦ From this ptragraph to tbc 154th pag^: if «dcW 
from the original Narrative. 
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piercing fcreams of women calling up 
their ftraggling co\ys, whofe voices were 
Te^echoed from the mountains, all toge- 
ther formed fuch a confufed, difmal 
noife, as by no means tended to compofe 
their fpirits. 

They could lie no longer; they got 
up, rekindled their fire, and fat down 
before it, eagerly wiftiing for the approach 
of morning. The Barometer was ftill 
falling ; but when day appeared, the rain* 
was over ; the Iky was not entirely co- 

I vered, 

* It may give the reader an idea of the rich covering 
of thefe paftures, that notwithftanding the vaft quan- 
tît)rof rain which fell, fome peafants who continued 
all night upon the mountain to attend a ilck cow, had 
been abfolutely (hehered from it under the fpreading 
{^ranches of a large fir tree ; they kindled a (ire at its 
foot during the temped, and laid them down to fleep 
with the utmoft tranquility ; it was not long before the 
fire reached the trunk, and they gave themfelves as 
ufual no trouble in exunguifhing it. Not far diflant 
from this place^ there Hood another mod magnificent 
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vered, yet the wind blew ftrong at South, 
And drove fotne heavy clouds aSbove their 
heads^ whilft others rifing from the valley, 

rolled 



;Sr, of about twelve feet m girt, under winch JWr. Dt 
Luc and his brother happened to take (heiter the fol* 
lowing afternoon ; the former ill requited tree contlaiied 
burning, but was undermined on that fide next the 
fteepf when after boiling the water at it for their expe- 
«imentSy th^ rolled it ^niing down the precipice. A 
mountaineer makei no fort of ceremony about burning 
down a tree to warm himfeIC and in thefe fituatiou 
-dxere is Utde -danger of the fire's being communicated 
from one to another. As thefe gentlemen were look« 
ing out of their hut the next night, thej were enter- 
tained with the fudden appearance of a bright fpark- 
)ing fiame, rifing up upon a neighbouring eminencei 
in the form of a pyramid : it was an old "ûx tiee fet oi 
fire upon a like occafion, whofe pendant ragged mofi^ 
and withered branches, were inftantly in a blaze. It 
inuft have been a fine object by itfel^ amidil the dark- 
iiefs^ but the gleam of yellow light it threw upon tiie 
cnrerhanging rocks above, and upon the tops of woock 
below it, the partial diflant gleams upon the catde» 
with the glittering of cafçades^ ^ve us an idea of the 

iweetefl^ 
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"Tolled along to the foot of the rocks, and 
fometimes filled the area of the paftures. 

In this ftate of the weather it was inv 
practicable to afcend the Glacier ; and to 
:go back to Sipit would be lofing the whole 
day, fhould it afterwards prove fine. It 
cleared up a,bout noon, yet continuing ftiH 
^o rain at intervals, they refolvcd to pafs 
mnother night upon the mountain; but 
this too proving ftoriiiy, and the Baro- 
meter not rifing, they went down again 
to the Abbey with chagrin. The next 
morning their friends prevailed with them 
Co ftay yet one night longer ; they engag- 
ed it would be fair, and never was the 
barometer fo little confulted; it rofehowt 
ever in the afternoon of the day fqUow-? 
îng, and the fame evening they returned 

to Fmds. 

I z Thev 

fweeteft folcmn nîght-iMece in nature; and might fin;- 
aifli a companion to that bright expanded moon-lîght 

•t tbe coaçluiîoa of the eighth book of the Iliad* 
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They now fcarcely flept a wink all 
^ight, the pleafure of looking at the ftars 
which promifed a fine day, kept them 
•waking, and often times allured them 
out of the hut. They could not wait for 
the morning to begin their journey ; it 
delayed their fatisfactions too long, and 
they haftened to afcend the mountain, 
with that pleafure which is always doubly 
Tcliftied after difficulties. Propofing to 
make feveral different experiments, at à 
xonfiderable height before they reached 
ihe fummit of the mountain, the Plain 
de Lechaud (where they arrived at feven 
o'clock), was the place appointed for 
thefe obfervations. It is a beautiful paf- 
ture, abandoned wholly to the Chamois, 
from the impoffibility of getting up either 
x:ows or Iheep, befides that this part of 
the mountain being far above the forefts, 
jt would be too difficult to build lodges, 
or procure wood to burn. 

3^ 
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No fooner had they gained this plain; 
than they faw three of its native Burghers.^ 
•who had nothing to fear from them, their 
guide being unprovided with his gun*, a 

I 3 circum- 

• 

*' The Chamoîs-hunters gun is of a very peculiar 
Conftru£tion, it confifts of a ilngle-rifled banel with 
t^o locks, one before the other, and receives two 
charges of powder and ball at the fame time, the bul- 
let of the firft charge being either fcrewed down, oi 
rammed fo tight, as to ferve for a breech-pin to the 
fécond chargé, and prevent the communication of the 
fire, to it, upon pulling down the cock neareft the muz- 
ale. The difficulty of purfuing thefe animals over the 
heights of the mountains, renders it neceflary to have . 
the piece as light as pofTible, confident with the advan^ 
tagc of a double charge. 

■' The Chamois feems to hold a middle place between 
the goat and the deer,, and to exceed in flrength and 
agility together, almoft every other animal of its fizet 
it is aftonilhing to fee with what fwiftnefs they bound 
along the fteepeft Hopes upon the edge of precipices, 
to efcape purfuit : but its iwiftnefs is its chief fecurity, 
for there are but few places, over which the Chamois 
b-capable of going, where an expert hunter is not ca« 

pable 
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circumftance, which though regretted hj 
the hunter, rather heightened the pteaduâD- 
of fight to thefe gentlemen, as the hifto- 
ry of the perXecutions thofe poor, animals 
fuffer, with which their guide was oftea 
entertaining thpm, had ftrongly moved 
their pity and compaffion. After having 

içfted 

pable of following. Theft hunters ahvaj^ cany vnûk^ 
them a pocket tclefcope, and having gained a (bperior 
eminence, run over the moft elevated paftures with, 
'their glafs to find the game, which they endeavour to 
come upon unawares, but the leaft noife is (ufficient 
to give the animal an alarm, when it flies with a pro- 
^ious fwifbefs ; the (kill and addcefs «f the huntec 
is then Ihown in driving it upon fuch narrow ledges^ 
as lay the timid creature under the neceffity either of 
leaping down a precipice, or of prefenting itfelf trem* 
bling before him: it fometimes indeed in inch a £tu-^ 
ation turns (hort on a flidden, and encleavours to darl 
paft him ; in which cafe the hunter himfelf is in aa 
little danget of being precipitated down the fteep, if 
Jbe has noi time to flip aflde, or ding dofe to the- rode* 
% Chamois remains in fight of the hunter but 
«It ato it haspafled him» its refdudoii does 
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•eftcd no more than three quarters 'of aa* 
liour^ in the highelt: part of this pàfture,. 
Aey again: continued their walk.. The 
road was always entertaining from' the va- 
riety of its plants, its foil, and ils appear- 
ance ; though in all thefe, there was no- 
thing perfedly new to ''them i but after 
having left the plainte Eecbaudi a very lit- 
tle way behind, a number rf circum- 
.ftances confpired at the fame time to ex- 
^te the moft agreealde feniations. 

The fun now rofe upon them in iti^ 
^lendour ^. the air was calm, and of a 
fcrenity unknown below, upon the plain ; 
and they advanced fo fenfibly, a» to per- 
ceive the efFeât of every ftep upon the fur- 
rounding objeéte r having climbed an emir 
nence which ftood wholly by itfelf, the 
neareft objefts feemed to fmk under their 
feet, and they were continually difcover- 
ing new ones, fcene behind fcene, in al- 
moft endleft perfpe&ive ; whilft a mix;-^ 
ture of the iircmgeit brighteil li^ts, with 

I 4 large 
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large maffes )f (hade which were foftened 
here and ..lere, by the interpofal of a thin 
light vapour, wonderfully feparated every 
part of this changeable progreifive picr 
turc*. They had now been walking more 

than 

^ As the fun was new but very Httle elevated above 
tbe Horizon, the long extenfîon of the fhadows un*^ 
doubtedly contributed beyond every other advantage 

• 

to preierve the Keepings in this boundless pfofpedj 
whereas in Mr. Bourrii*^ view from one of the Needles^ 
the fhadows mud have been comparatively ihort, the 
fun being then not far from the Meridian, and the Air, 
at the fame time was perfedly free from the leaft ha- 
xinefs. See page 8 1 . 

It has long been obferved, that it is impofHble to 
paint the brightnefs of Noon, from an împerfeétiôn 
in the colours of the pallet ; bujt befides this defeat m 
'the materials of imitation, Nature herfelf with all that 
glared about her, is not fo well underftood ; we are 
deceived in diflances, becaufe every thing is brought 
forward, and crouds upon the eye ; and thus we fee 
things feparate which are joined, or conne6ted which 
really are feparate j it is à Principle therefore in copy- 
ing nature that a prçfpeô over a large tra£t of coun- 
try, efpecially from an extraordinary enunence, can 

never 
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than three hours in a very fatiguing road ;, . 
notwithftanding which, whether it was 
owing to the fatisfaftion of attaining 
their end, and in fo favourable a mo* 
ment ; or the pleafure of extending their 
profpedt every inftant ; or to a phyficd ' 
effect of the purity of the air they breath- 
ed, or all together, they felt fuch an ar- 
dour in the attempt as nothing could re* ~ 
' ftrain. 

They enjoyed for two hours, this fen- " 
fible fucceffion of new objects without any 
other inconvenience than that of walking ' 

Is ' up' 

never have a good effedl, though taken^with the w/- 
moft exadtnefs, when the fun is high.. • The ihadowji 
of objects may be as broad, and even fometlmea 
broader at noon, than either in the morning or even- 
ing, but the fliadows at this time being (hort; confine 
the eflFedls almoft to their rcfpeftive particulars^ ^ 
whereas a length as well as breadth of ihadows fepa* ' 
rates the groups better, and ftretches acrofs the piece * 
fo as to dift'nguiih and throw off th« feveral different 
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up an exceeding fteep flope ; which was^ 
nothing to their fpirits and lefblutionc 
But their fituation was foon changed;;^ 
unforefeen difficulties occurred, and -the 
Iravifhing delight they fo unexpedtedly en? 
joyed, was to be amply paid for. 



CON- 
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Journey to the Glacier of.Bxji&v^ 



Ti 



•ther had afcended by the . South fide of 

the mountam, either upon a; fteepDowOy 

or over (loping ri^es of finall ftonca 

-ftrewed with thofe minute plants whidi 

grow for dzie moft part^oniy uj^c»! fiidi 

*. eminences. This front not being^ xtcy 

abroad, they. could difcover to the Weft, 

rjâie whole. ipftce i)etw€en tbesi^.and the 

Jurai 
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Jura ; and to the Eaft one part of the 
chain of the j^lps^ whofe pi{^es rofe gra- 
dually into view, in proportion as our 
travellers advanced in height ; but turning 
now towards the weftem front,, upon 
which the mountain is much more exten- 
five, it entirely barred from them the prof- 
pedt on the fide of the /llps^ and they 
were fo n&uch employed upon the road it- 
felf, as never once to think of looking be- 
hind them. 

Thev foon began to approach the 
fnow, and after that the ice at the foot of 
the Glacier of Buet ; which is faid to take 
up the whole fùmmit of this mountain. 
It was at this time covered with fnow j that 
which had fallen in the preceding winter 
not having been entirely melted, during 
fummer; and there were ftill fome re- 
mains of the nçw. The furface of this 
fnow was very hard, as it had frozen all 
the preceding night, and the fun had not 
yet ftiined upon it.. They had forefeen 

the 
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tUe difficulty arifing from this circum'»' 
ftance, and to guard againft it, were pro* 
vided with thick, woollen focks+ to put 
over their (hoes,, by means of which, and 
their ftaves pointed with iron, they pre- 
fumed it poflible to ftep with the utmoft 
• fecurity., 

This invention was applauded for 
fome time, and they afcended firmly, 
without Aiding, up a very rifing flope : 
but it became at laft fo extremely fteep, 
that all at once their feet flipped from un- 
der them, and without the affiftance of 
the pointed ftaff, which forced itfelf into 
the cruft of ice, and kept them up, 
they inevitably muft have bpen preci- 
pitated headlong, to the Granges des Fonds. 
The fpace they had to pafs upon the fnow, 
in the front of this precipice, was in fad 

of 

f They had before experienced the inconvenience of 
cramps fattened to the ihoes, which were apt Xo 
tarn upon the foot^ and deceive them. 
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of a confideiable widdi, and as the 
flope of the decHvity became fucceffively 
lefs ftecp, there was no fort of danger in^ 
it, widi a very littk prefence of mind. 

NoTwrTBSTANDiNathis, they could 
not have been able even now^ to reach 
the fummit, without riieir guide^ their 
ihoes being abfolutely improper for fuch 
zn undertaking-; whereas the Mountai- 
neer,, with folesof a prodigious thicknefs^. 
and at the fame time filled with nails»^ 
drove the fides of his flioes into the (how 
jevery flep he fet, as he went iq> aflant, 
ajid thefe imprefTions upon the firozea cruft 
which fecured his own feet, formed Sk 
"kind of ftairs, by which our Travellers, 
with the fiipport of their ftaves were ena- 
bled to follow him» But this drciunftance 
which anfwered very well as they afcend- 
cd, would have been of no fervice to 
them in coming down again,, and they 
dared not to have run the hazard of j^o* 
cecding, if they had not been fully per- 
vaded 
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fiiaded that the fun in turning to the wefti- 
ward, would" fbften the furface of the 
£iow, upon that fide of the mountain :. 
làtisfied by this refleftion^ that they 
might defcend agaia with fefety, theic 
minds were perfectly at eafe, and they 
gave themfelves entirely up to thofe fen- 
fetions which the nature of the place im* 
prefled upon them. 

It is hardly polEWe for words in any 
degree to explain'what they felt, much: 
lefs to excite emotions equal to their feel- 
ings, and it w-ould be folly to prefume 
they could convey precife ideas of them 
to the Reader : Not a found was heard to^ 
interrupt the univerfal fdenc e " ■ n o rea^ 
faming was required, to prove theife height» 
were never made to be inhaWted. Theic 
guide.was equally a ftranger to them witb 
bur travellers ; the Chamois never come 
there; and of confequence no hunter ever 
climbed fi>high. They are not however 

abf 



j66 journey to the 

abfolutely deftitute of life, as numbers 
of thofe little flies the Naturalifts call 7/'- 
pulaSj were feen, and fome few bees ;■ 
but the latter animals were now dead ; 
thefe flying about the neighbouring rocks,? 
to regale upon the flowers of Genepiy 
are frequently furprifed by ftorms, which 
hurrying them up the Glacier, they muft 
perifti almofl: inftantly. . 

Their fentiments upon this profound 
folitude, are in the number of thofe it is 
eafy to communicate to others ; but thefe 
by no means can convey a full idea of 
their fituation. They found themfelves 
upon an immenfe extent of polifhed 
fnow, the purity, and whitenefs of which, 
was no where fallied. The rays of the 
fun which now began to (hine upon it, 
refleAed from the fnow dire£tly oppofite, 
gave them an opportunity of feeing how 
itspolifli was in part brought on, and this 
gradual diflblution of its furface muft ex- 
tend it in fucceflion to the whole. 

They 
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They faw no other objedts than the 
Heavens and this fnowj the latter of 
which was rounded off in fuch delightful 
cafy fwelling volumes where they met 
each other, as perfectly to refemble thofe 
fleecy fitver clouds, fupported in a ferene 
iky, whofé majeftic precipices the ima*- 
gination wanders over with fo much plea* 
fure ; their fituation here appeared to them 
the fame, as the ideas it excited were en- 
tirely fimilar. They feemed fufpendèd in 
the air, upon one of thofe majeftic clouds; 
and what air! never had they till then, 
beheld it of fuch a colour ; it was of a 
lively, yet at the fame time a deep blue, 
producing a kind oi fenfation of Immen- 
fity, it is impoflible to explain. This 
deep full colour of the (ky, was doubt- 
lefs owing to the extraordinary purity of 
the air itfelf, as well as the thinnefs of 
that medium of vapours, (in comparifon 
©f tlieir denfity upon the plains) which 

in* 
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interpofed between their eyes and the ob- 
fcurity and darknefs of infinite j[pace» 
At the lower part of our Atmofphere, die 
colour of the air is always, rendered. more 
or leis fisiint^ from the great quantity of 
^poturs floatii^ m it^. though they cer- 
tainly contribute to difperfe the ligfa% 
^ith more advantage. The (ky ni.gene- 
tûi appears to us of a very pale blue, k 
becomes the deeper fometimes a&>the ak 
is clearer, . but it never even approaches^ 
to that lively, ftrong, full colour^ ia 
which thefe gentlemen . now ûw it^ 

It was almoft noon, when they attain* 
cd at length the fummit of the Glacier^, 
and' railing all at once their heads above 
the ridge of that curtain which had long 
concealed from them the eaftem part of 
the horizon, they inftantly difcovered the 
immenfe chain of the jilps, to an ex- 
tent of at lead fifty leagues ; towards 
whatever point they turned their eyes, the 
horizon was covered with mountains^ 

The 
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The bounckry of their fight to the Weft 
was doubdefe nothing, but the thickne& 
of the air itfelf ; for they were fo much 
«aifed above the chain of Jura at thirteea 
or fourteen leagues diflance^ as to have 
difeemed the fdains of Franche Compté and 
of Burgundif beyond it,, if the air had 
been fufficiently cfear^ Their profpedt t(» 
the South-^weft extended as fiar as Mount 
Cents ^ and upon the North-eaft probably 
to St. Gotbard.^ in ftiort, they commanded 
in a manner at one view^ all the ftreights^, 
of the AlpS:y of whofe pikes there were 

but few which raided their points above 
Jhem. 

In all this vaft extent of country, co- 
vered with mountains upon mountains,^ 
they could, perceive no plain^ but in a 
little corner to the Weft, in the middle of 
which &axyi» Geneva : to the Nortb-Eaft^ 
tiiey could difcern almoft from one end to 
tiie other, that large valley through which 
iht Rhone ]^^&s^ from its fource, as far 

as 



ryo JOURNEY TO THE^ 

as Sion^ the capital of Fallais^ diftant 
from the place where they ftood^ about 
ten leagues: all the reft. of the profpedt 
was rough with mountains, every part of 
which, and much more the whole toge-^ 
riier, might have excited the adrniratioii 
of the moft indifferent perfon. One fin-*^ 
gle caft of the eye^ over that immenfc 
quantity of ice and fnow which covers 
the Alps^ would amply fatisfy a fpeôàtot 
about the continual flow of the Rbone^, 
the Rhine ^ the Po^ and the Danube: it 
is here thefe rivers have their refervoir; 
and it- might fuffiee for many years of 
drought : they compared (for there want^ 
ed no calculation) thefe ftreams with their 
fources : the Rhone ^ in all' the whole of 
that extent which they difcovered, appear- 
ed but as a little brook, upon account of 
its diftance ; and * yet an equal diftance; 
did not leflen their immenfe idea of the 
Mafs of ice, from which it flowed^. 
Nearer and not more than a league from 
this mountain^ they difcerned the fources 
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-pf the Arve^ which unites itfelf to the 
-Rhone hûo^^ Geneva. Thefe ftreams ap- 
•peared to them no more than flender 
threads of water, when compared to the 
valleys loaded with ice, from whence they 
•flow. Mount Blancy which raifes itfelf 
amidft thofe vallies, alone feemed capable 
of furnifhing for a long time the courfc 
of a river; fo much was it loaded with 
4ce, the whole of that amazing extent^ 
.from its fummit* down to the very bafe. 

TThis fide of the horizon, offered a 
;moft fenfible image of winter; it recalled 
.all the ideas which voyagers have given 
•us of .i^/>z5^r^ and Nova Zembla: in a 
?word, it prefented to their eyes, nothing 
•but enormous heaps of ice, terminating in 
,bare frozen pikes or obelilks, from three 
:to four thoufand feet in height ; whilft the 
,reftof the mountains^ every where dif- 

played 

♦ They have found that its height îs four thoufand 
,& hundred and eighty three EngKfli yards above the 
lake ofGemvik 
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played a variety of produftions according 
to their different foils, and at the very 
feet of thefe miftiapen heaps of ice^ they 
beheld paitures and harvefls. 

After having fome time carried their 
attention to every objeâ: round them, it 
returned with ^ftrength upon themfelves, 
when they found that they were (landing 
upon a mafs of congealed fnow, which 
jutted over a moft frightful precipice. The 
firft effedt of this difcovery, was a preci^ 
pitate retreat : but foon refledling that the 
addition of their weight to this prodigioi» 
frozen mafs, which had been fuppbrteë 
thus for ages, could have no effect to bring 
it down, they laid afide their fears, and 
went again upon that horrid terrace. The 
mountain was as fteep on this fide as upon 
the fide of Fonds ^ and the projeâion of 
the ice carried them fo far over the pFec»>* 
pice, that if a cord had been let down 
from the point where they flood, itwbuld 
have taken upwards of a hunditd and 

fcrçnty 
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'feventy Englifli yards, to approach the 
«leareft of thofe pikes with which this 
fide of the mountain is jagged; and the 
'fight would have met with nointerraptian, 
till it reached the valley, whofe depth was 
^probably not lefs than feventeen hundred 
yards below them. 

The cruft of ice in thofe parts where 
they were capable of diftinguiftiing its di- 
tnenfions, (which were confiderably be- 
neath them) was at the leaft full fixty feet 
in thicknefs 5 and bordered with more or 
ilefs projeâion, all that fide of the fummit 
rcf the mountain, the whole front of 
which likewifc for a very confiderable ex- 
tent was covered over with ice. 

What a fight for the inhabitants of 
the plain!— They reflected upon it with a 
mixture of aftonilhment and horror^ and 
held each other by their cloaths, as they * 
advanced their heads to look beyond the 
precipice. Each of thefe gentlemen, 
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perfectly at eafe for himfelf, wanted that 
fecurity for the fafety of his brother. Ei- 
ther would have trembled at the leaft ftep 
h^ faw his companion take without him— 
and this mutual apprehenfion, made 
them both retire from the brink of the 
precipice, fooner than either of them 
would have thought of doing it, had he 
been alone. 

They were never tired of confidering 
that aftoniihing mountain Mount Blanc^ 
at the diftance of about three leagues; 
the cruft of ice which entirely covers it, 
from its bafe in the valley of Cbamouniy to 
its fummit, rcfembles in (bme places a 
tempeftuous fea ; in others* one may fan- 
cy the remains of antique towers, and 
caftles, fplit and mouldering into ruins; 
in others, it projeds beyond the points 
and fides of pikes and precipices, where 
a tolerable judgment may be formed of 
its amazing thick^efs, which appeared 
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to be not lefs than from five to fix hun- 
xired feet. 

Having made two experiments upon 
the fiimmit of the Glacier of Buet, where 
they could continue only three quarters of 
an hour, they wçnt down again to make 
another, near fome little rock, from 
•whence as they afcended they had broken 
fever ai flakes of flate *, of which the 
height of this mountain feems to be com- 
pofed. They found in the cracks of thefe 
rocks, feveral coUeftions of §^arts of fin- 
^gular forms; and a fmall bed, or matrix, 
' of very pure rock chryflai. They judged 
from the pofition of thefe rocks, about 
two hundred feet below the highéft eleva- 
tion of the ice, that they were part of the 
true fummitof thé rîioun tain, and that all 
which rofe above them, was onlyamafs 
of frozen fnow in the form of a truncated 
<one^ two hundred feet in altitude, whofe 

K broad 

y To /lipport àe feçt of thàc ft.0N^ \x'çcsû.^'5,Smx^. 
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broad bafe featcd upon an immenfe extent 
of permanent ice, covers the whole de- 
clivity of the fummit ♦ 

They call this ice permanent^ not be- 
caufe they apprehend the very fame ice al- 
ways remains there, for befides the confi- 
derable quantity that is melted by the heat 
of the fummer, there is a continual diffo- 
lution of it below, which is as great or even 
greater in the Winter fcafon, owing to the 
internal heat f of the earth ^ but they call 

It 

* Monfieur Èouguer^ one of the French a^sademh 
cians who accompanied Dên Antênio de Ulloût into 
Sbuth Âmericay has obfervedi that the (iiow iavaiia* 
hly becomes permanent, even upon tfaoiè mountains of 
the Andes, which are fituated in the midft of the tor« 
rid zone, at the height of 2434» tolfejs, or 5 1 72 En-* 
glifh yards above the level of the South Sea % fb that 
a juft elHmate of their feveral heights, vûAj be form- 
ed hy infpeôion only, as below the line of this cap» 
the fiiow is liable to be melted every day* 

f The extraordinary ihtehfenefs of the cold in Win- 
ter, not only upon the firoEen cap of the towmwn^ 
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it permanent on account uf its being renew- 
ed every year by the fnow from above^ 
and it increafes not lefs in thicknefs, than 
it does in extent. The melting under- 
neath not being at all times equally per- 
formed, over the nvbok of the inferior fur- 
face, it muft fometimes happen, that a 
large part of this mafs wanting the fup- 
port of the rock, breaks and tumbles all 
at once ; and it is to this finking jn, with 
the enormous weight above, that they 
attribute thofe openings fo prodigious in 
their depth, their width, and their ex- 
tent, which we fee upon fome Glaciers, 
and which are made with fuch a horrid 
thundering cralh when they fettle down 
to fill up thefe vacuities. 

bat upon its fides, maf jtfobaU^ ccpdeofe a larger 
quantity of vappurs rifing fi*oiB tlie internal parts of it, 
which cfcapc during the Stmuncr, Arough mnumerablc 
pores. 
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There can be no doubt of the in- 

wcreafe of all the Claders of the Alpsr: 

their ^^refcnt exiftence is a proof that in 

preceding ages, the cjuantity of fnow 

Avhich fell during the winters, much ex* 

xeeded the quantity imelted in the fum* 

Jners ; and not only the fame caufe .fub* 

jfifts, but moreover, the excefs of cold 

occafioned by thofe heaps of 4ce already 

formed, will contfibiite to increafe it 

more, the confequence of whidi muft be 

a greater fall of fnow ilill, during the 

fucceeding winters, and a lefs diilblution 

:of it. 

They obferved a very fenfible efFedt 
of this lad caufe in x:omparing the moun- 
tain of the Glacier of Êuet^ with that of 
Gr emir on $ this latter offers on the fide of 
Fonds ^ a face of the fame .form, and 
equally expofed as the eaftem fide of the 

.mountainof the <jf lacier of 5«?/.- but that 
of Grenmron is entirely without ice, and 

tcven cloathed with verdure upon the jut- 
ting 
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ting parts of it, whereas the other is al- 
mod wholly: covered with ice;, the reafoiï 
of which ai>pear$ to be,, that jffw^r/ is im- 
mediately fronting the Glaciers o£ C&z-^ 
fifouHi;, find Mount BJanc, and that Gr^— 
ftairon is defended from their influence.. 
There can he no-doubt thea,, but that as 
the Glaciers have continued to inçreafe^^ 
they muft ftill go on^ in an increafinç; 
progreffion-, and that confequentîy Mount 
'JBlanc^ which may be called a diftindi: 
Glacier, muft.fénfibïy, heighten.. 

They were very eafy.and comfortable* 
near thofe little rocks to which they hadi 
defcendedj where there waa lefs^ cold^. 
and lefs wmd; but they were furprized 
at not having perceived' any difierence in •- 
the denfity of the air, but by their inftru- 
ments only ; that no inconvenience ot 
difagreeable feni^tions, . fhould^ have 
warned them, that what they now breath- 
ed, was near one third lefs dénfe, than 
that of the plains ; and that the weight 

K S o£ 
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of the atmofphere had dimmidied an 
hundred quintak upon the body, with- 
out the equilibrium being difturbed 
within *. 

What 

* Mr. De l^e obferves in this place how much noL^ 
turalifts and Phyficians are deceived, in attributnig thcr 
alteratfoBS many perfons experience upon the fiiUhq[ 
of the Barometer, to a difiîsrenûe either in die wd^ 
or denfitjr of the air, ^dJUgi^iji^M é^eiai(& tl^ £iihirr of 
an equilibrium between the external and internal air, 
or a difference of motion ia the heart and lungs, occa- 
fioned by thé air's being more or leCs denft. For if 
theiê changes could fo (enfibly affedt our organs, what 
would become of tHolb Chamois-hunters, who pais 
erery day from the bottom of the vailles to the fumi- 
mits of the higiieft-monntiips ? What would become 
of the women of the hamlets by Sixf^ who go up to 
FanJs every night in the iummer feafbn to milk their 
cows, and leaving the cattle to the care«of their chil- 
dren, go down again every morning to aflift the honeft 
fellows their hulbands^ in the cultivadon of the lands ? 
Thofe people, in the fpace of a few hours only expe^ 
rience the greateft variation in the weight of the air, 
than happens lo any one place at a confiderable dif-* 
tance of time ; for the difference in the height of the 
Barometer at Sixt and FonJs, is about twenty- two 

lines. 
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Wh a t a wonderful machine is . this ! 
which accommodates itfelf to fuch extraor- 
dinary changes even in the very caufes of 
its principal movements, without which, all 
its irr^ularity would be at an end. 

After having continued an hour and a 
h^lf^ near thefe little rocks they began to 
ddS^nd ; the fun had foftened the fnow 
aB they expe<?ted, and they went down 
the fteepefl: flopes, without difficulty, by 
a^ v^y agreeable method their guide 
pointed out to them ; they jumped upon 
their heels, which funk into the fnow deep 
enough to fiipport them : it was undoubt- 
edly neceflary to obfcrve a regularity , arid 
due libration in thefe jumps, that the bo- 

K4 dy 

■ 

lines, from which they perceive not the leaft iaconve* 
nience ; even afthmatic perfons find none$ and it û 
^neceflary therefore to have recourfe to fome other 
caufe, which ordinarily accompanies thç variatiboei of 
the Barometer, to account for the i^atiôBS Jn o»t 
health, and particularly in our ftreifgtb9 from v^hich 
lew people perhaps upon fuch occafions are entirely 
exempted. 
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dy might always follow the precife move- 
ment of the legs, without which, they 
would have been in danger of falling ei- 
ther backward or forward ; however with 
this cautioa, it anfwered very wcU, and; 
they dared not venture to attempt another 
of coming down, which they faw prac- ' 
tifed by their guide, with much more eafe, 
as well as expedition. It was not an eli- 
gible fituatipn inwhichto try experimentSi 
of this fort. He feated himfelf upon the 
end of his ftafF, which he pafled between^ 
his legs, and driving his, heels more or 
lefs into the fnow, he fkaited, if I may fo 
call it> to the bottom, with what degree 
of fwiftnefs he thought proper, of. which, 
he was abfolutç mailer : he would fome-^ 
times fuflfer himfelf to go with prodigious, 
rapidity, and then by plunging his heels 
gradually deeper, and deeper, would ftop- 
bkufelf with all the eafe imaginable *. 

As 

♦It is common, we are told, for thofe peafants who 
have the care of the roads in the Alps y to Aide down 

la 
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As foon as they had paffed the fnow, 
and turning towards the fide of the plain 

in this maimer upon their fnow fpades: and that it is a < 
Yeiy agreeable iight^ to fee ten,, or a dozen of them, 
upon a fummons following one another down a fteepr 
mountainy with an amazing velocit}»; avoiding the 
precipices, which they mn almoft to die edge of, by 
a fmart ftrokeof th«r-heel, that gives a new direction 
to the ^tion of theii body f juil as an expert fksuter 
makes his way by the very edge of a broken (heet of 
ice, without the leaft apprebenfion of going beyond it/ 
But the manner of defcendihg the precipices of the 
Cordilliers, with the fkgacity of the mule9> as-itisre* 
kted in Dm Antonio de UUôa'^ Voyage to South A- 
xnerica, is-heyend meafure aftonifhing. On one.(id& 
are fteep emincnces, «nd on the other fi-igh^l abyflèà ; 
and as thcfe get^çralljT follow the diredion of themoun- 
tain, the roady^ioftead of lying in à level, forms two 
or three fteegj^jj^ges and declivities, iii the dîftance 
of three or fogg'hu^ed yards. The mules are fenli- 
He of ihecautipBJ^g^fl^^ thefe defc'ent^, for com- 

ing to the top of-an^minerice, they iniké a ftand ; and 
having placed their forefeet clofe together, as in a 
pofture of flopping themfelves; they brrng theiV hinder 
feet together likewife, a little forward, as if going to 
Ifedgwo. In dus attitude^ having as it were taken a 
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de Lécbaudy began to difcovcr the herbage, 
they heard from diflferent quarter» fevcral 

(hriU 

funrey <if the road» tfaej Aide down wkh die fwiftnea 
of a meteor. All the rider has to do, btokeephiof 
felf faft m die faddle, widiout cheddi^ die beaft ; for 
tbe leaft modon, is fuficieDt todiforder die equiUbiiiim 
of. the mule, in which cafe diey nmftbodiiinaTdkbbl/ 
periih. The addrefi of thefe crettaics it here truly 
wonderful ; for m this rapid notion» whcftthey tseta 
to have loft all gorenioient of them&lf es^ diej feUow 
the feveral windii^ of the road as exafUj at if diey 
had before accurately reconnoitred it, and previouflj 
fetdedmtheir mindl what routé they were to purfiie^ 
and tidLen every precautianfc» didr (afetyamidft fi> 
many irregularities* There would indeed othetwife be 
no poffiUiity of travelling over iocb places^ i^bmt tjh^ 
ikfety of the rider depends .endrely on the experience 
andaddreûof his bead:. But'tfae longeftpraâiceof 
travdling thefe roads, cannot entirely fiep the ammab 
from ft kind of dread or horror which appears when 
they arrive at the^p of a Aeep declivity. Thg^ ftop, 
without being' checked by the rider i ihouid he fpur 
them on, they continue immoveable $ nor will they fiir 
from die place, till they have put thendelves into the 
above-mentioned pofture. They i^m at thefe mo* 
mentsto be aâuated evenby Reafon^ they not only 
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flirill founds like the blafts of a whittle, 
which had they been in a wood upon the 
plains, they fhould have taken for the fig- 
nals of Banditti, and have been afraid of 
falling into the hands of robbers : but ia 
this place, how much foever they alarmed 
others, they were under no alarms them- 
felves : thefe founds being only fignals of 

the 

attentively view the road, but tremble and fnoTt at the 
danger ; which if the rider be not accuSomed to, thefe. 
emotions cannot fail of infpiring him with terrible ideas. 
The Indians go before, and place themfelves along the 
fides of the mountain, holding by the roots of trees^ to- 
animate the beafts with fhouts, till they at once ùaxt 
down the declivity. It is really wonderful to confider. 
thefê mules, after liaving overcome die fir ft emotions of 
their feas, tmd they are gomg^to flide down the decli- 
vity, with what preciiion they fbetch out their fore 
legs, that by preferving the equilibrium they may not' 
fëll on oneiide, and yetat a proper (Bftance make that' 
gêndé inclination with, thev bodies, necei&ry to follovr- 
the feveral vimidihgs of the road> and hfkfy^ their ad- 
dceiâân^ppii^ themfelves at the end of their impetu» 

ous.Gireer. 

Ujlloa's VoriiOKi Book r. g i«- 



i86 JOURNEY TO TBE 

thQ Marmons, wbo perceived them firfl?^. 
to give their comrades notice : when they 
foon beheld the frighted creatures hurry- 
ing away as faft as poffible froni every 
quarter, to conceal themfelves in their- 
holes ; and the fame mufic was frequently 
repeated, white they were traverling the • 
region of this animal. They got down ta* 
the plain de Lecbaud^ at half an^ hour after 
three o'clock, fet out again at half an ; 
hour after fojiir, and by fix arrived at Fonds. 
They r^çftedïhere not quite an hour, choo- 
fing ràthfer tor lengthen their fatigue, than . 
not reach the Abbey the feme day, and, 
notwithftanding the woods they had to : 

pafs excluded every ray of light r«nain- 
ihg in the Iky, and they could follow 
their guide onjy by the found of hisfhoes, 
they got thither at half an hour after eight 
o'clock, without the lea£t accident, where 
they were received as ufual, with that ge- 
nerous hofpitality and fcîhdnefs, the feafo- 
nablenefs of which they had already ex- 
çeriencçd^ A good night's repofe^ and- 

the 
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the fatisfadtion of having compleated 
cbeir defign, made am^ads for ail the fa- 
tigues they had undergone ; they fet oft 
the next day from Sixt^ affedted with the 
fenfe of the goodnefs of ' their hofts, 
laid that evening at St. Joire, and returned 
the next day to Geneva^ by noon. 

Though experiments upon the heat 
of boiling water, at different heights, 
were the principal defign of Mr. De Luc 
and his brother in this journey, it is fo en- 
tertaining and agreeable in itfelf, that 
they fhould not have regretted undertak- 
ing it, merely from curiofrty. It is true 
that the particulars they had before ob- 
ferved in the environs of the valley of 
Cbamounij greatly augmented the pleafure 
of which they received from the view 
the j4Ips^ when they were upon- the GJaci-- 
er of Buet^ and it is to- thofe who have al- 
ready contemplated the heights which fur-- 
round this valley, who have furveyed 
them with pleafure upon the fpot, that 

theï. 
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they would by all means recommend this 
/^journey; which they have endeavour- 
ed to render more eafy by a detail of par- 
ticulars, the principal of which are as fol- 
low. 

From the Abbey to the G/a^/>r of Buet^ 
is certainly a very laborious journey, but 
it is by no means a dangerous one, to 
thofe who are capable of fupporting fa- 
tigue any confiderable time, and of look- 
ing down from great heights without 
dread. As the traveller afcends, from 
Foruis to the plain de Ucbaud^ there is a 
perpendicular deep where their guide pro- 
pofed to them two roads, one of which 
is farther round but fafe, the other confi- 
derably fhorter, but which they would not 
advife every one to take. Impatience, it 
is truç, and only their impatience made 
thefe gentlemen prefer it : and the tra- 
veller may choofe the former, which is 
not in any part of it the leaft dangerous. 



It 



GLACIERS OF SAVOY. 189 

It is advîfeable for thofe who think they 
are capable of undertaking this journey, 
to provide themfelvs with fuch (hoes as the 
mountainers of thefe places wear; they 
are not only neceffary to walk upon the 
hard fnow, but aUb very convenient in 
fupportiiig the traveller upon the fteep turf: 
fhoes without nails foon become fo fmooth 
and poliflied, that he flips almoft every 
ftep, if he does not help himfelf with his 
hands. 

• 

This journey ought to be made in the 
month of Auguft^ the days arc then lon- 
ger, and the weather more fettled than in 
that of September, and the people of 
this country are lefs engaged with their 
harveft. It is moreover highly proper to 
be at Sixt upon a Sunday by the hour of 
Mafs, to be more certain of meeting 
with fome one of the hunters for a guide. 
Setting out from Geneva^ on the Saturday 
morning, the traveller may without in- 
con- 
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convenience get to Samion that night, 
where he may lay in his provifions : and 
in fhort, upon the Sunday he muft fettle 
every thing at Sixt^ fo as to be able to lie 
the fame night at Fonds. 

Mr. De Luc concludes thefe diredi- 
ons for the journey to the fummit of the 
Glacier^ with a wiihthey may prevail up- 
on his readers to undertake it. The 
ipountain of Buet feems to be themoft en- 
gaging to a man of Tafte of all the 
mountains of the Alps^ and he (hould fe 
forry, that fo many beauties (hould have: 
no admirers but themfelyes. 
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Departure from C h a m o u n i. 



AND 



Return b^ Vallaib. 



A 



F TER having refted two whoïe 
days, at Prieuré^ we prepared in earneft 
for our return : The road by which we^ 
came, would have faved us two days 
walking, but we preferred, going through 
ÛicPays deValhis^ and accordingly took 
that route. In following' the courfe 
of the Afve to get out of the valley of 
Chamoutti^ .we pafled by its third parilh 
called Argentier e^ which is faid to have ta- 
ken this appellation from a filver mine 
found near it. We few'likewife the Gla- 



c\&r^ 
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cier^ to which this village gives its name ; 
it is cut like the lining of a baftion, and 
the profpedt it affords is the more ftrik- 
ingy as it runs up between large woods of 
fir-trees, which are admirably oppofed to 
the whitenefs, the clearnefs and the^van- 
ed colours of the ice. Thofe who enter 
Cbamouni^ from the Pofs de Fallaisj are 
exceedingly furprized upon their arrival, 
becaufe this road not having gradually 
prepared them for the ftriking eflfedts of 
the ice and Glaciers^ (as when we enter 
on the oppoftte fide,) the very firft ftep 
they fet into the valley, unexpe£kcdly 
prefents the front of this Glacier^ which 
may be about twelve hundred feet in 
its extent from top to bottom. But to 
us, who had afcended thofe which were 
much higher, who had walked eight or 
nine leagues upon the ice, and who were 
juft returned from feeing the very extre* 
mities of the icey vailles we have defcrib- 
ed, thofe immenfe Glaciers^ whofe fum- 
mits feemed to reach into the Iky, and 

who 
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who had enjoyed the: magnificent prof- 
peek of the Glacier of Talefre^ over a- 
gainft Val ^ Aofte^ to us this view of the 
Glacier di Argentiere^ afforded nothing 
very remarkable, or to be compared with 
what we had already feen. More dîftant ' 
we difcovered likewife that of •Tîwr, 
which defcends like a cafcade down a 
fpacious valley of ice : it differs from o- 
thcr Glaciers in the form of its frozen 
waves, or beds of ice, which are round- 
ed off more like regular 'globes, fb that 
when feen from a diftance, and the fun 
happens to fhine upon it, there are a 
thoufand funs refieéted inftead of one. 
The valley crowned by this Glacier^ is a 
coUeilîon of mountains of ice, piled one 
upon another, and is not to be afcended ; 
its very afpedt which is frightful, gives us 
an idea of SpitTherg and Nova Zembla^ and 
the falls of ice are too frequent to admit 
even a near approach to it ; the thunder- 
ing down of thefe fragments, is heard fe- 

veral leagues off^ and fuch is the violence 

of 
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of their flxock, that Vahrfine hath been, 
frequently alarmed with the concuffion.. 
In the mean time^ it is remarkable, that, 
the fpace between this valley horxid with, 
broken mountains of ice- zxià fCal ^.^Aofte^ 
which partakes of the fine climate, 'and, 

the fertility of Itafy^ is At n^ofl npt abov^ 
two leagues. 

At a lefs diftance, .more towards the. 
North, we may difcern likewife the fource 
of the ^rw,^ which flowing at firft from* 
three fpringp only, is, very foon confide- 
Xably increafed by the torrents from thofe: 
Glaciers I have juft fpoken of. .• 

Two hours walk from Frieuré carried' 
us out of the valley of Chamouni^ at the 
oppofite end to that by which we had enr 
tered . A road we afcended on our left, , 
conduAed us into the /^for/î»^, which on 
that fide borders upon die country of 
Vallais. This valley which extends from 
South-weft to North-reaft; may be about 

three 



\ 
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three leagues in length, and lefs than a 
tjuarter of a league in its greateft breadth. 
-From its broken ruinous appearance ome 
would at firft think it uninhabited ; but 
farther on, we difcover fortie few houfes, 
and in the middle of it, on the left hand, 
is to be feen an opening, with the moft 
^beautiful fall of water imaginable. 

To ^o to it we were obliged to quit the 
(^eat road ; and it is not till we come 
/very near, that it appears in all its beau-* 
ly. It is a confiderable river that defcendâ 
*Br6m the Glacier of B«(?/, and falls eight 
Imndred yards from the ridge of a rtioun-^ 
ijun which is almoft entirely covajjpd by 
^Ae. fpouting flieet of water ; this torrent 
. toi^ificent and even terrible, far more 
grand and fublime than the cafcade of 
"Term ^ J pouring from a refervoir which 



* * The cafcade of ^^r«/, cbmmonly called Ga/cati 
'&t Màrmore^ from the mountain it runs oyer, is in 
the dûtchy ^ tpoletto^ near the city of Terni, and 
•îi forœed by the river Vtlcin^, Thi» river, after glîd- 
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it has hollowed upon the mountain, rolls 
along its rocky channel, and bounding 
to the very bottom of the valley. 



-magno cum murmure Montis 
It Mare prserupcum, et Pelago premk arva ibnantl 



At 



ing many miles with a gentle quiet courfe, reaches 
the deep declivity of its channel, which is (haded 
with thick trees of a perpetual verdure, as are like- 
wise the furroundmg mountains. The (bream ad 
(boner reaches this declivity, than it proceeds with 
fuch rapidity, that every wave feems ammated in 
prei&ng forward to overtake that whidi is before it, 
till they rufh at once with a tremendous noife dowa 
a deep rock, at leaft three hundred feet in be^i^ 
and M^JI upon other rocks agalnft which they daft . 
and break, the waters rife again in mifts, which ho" 
vering fome time m the air, above the levd of 
the catara^, and the neighbouring fields, defcead ii 
a continual drisezling tain upon the adjacent y^Skf. 
After this they rufh again tumultuoufly into the cavi- 
ties of the mountain, and foaming, burft throi^ fc- 
veral openings, when after rolling over fonae odier 
precipices, diey at lafl reach the bed ^ the riw at 
thç bottom. 



/ 
\ 
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At the fame time this fine water-fall is 
embellifhed by large trees, which (hoot 
from the fummit of the mountain into 
the clouds, and in its front, by lofty firs 
and rocks, fo as altogether to form a pic- 
ture the moil delightful as well as extra- 
ordinary. 

•Arrived at the parifti of Vdorftne^ 
we had .the pleafure of meeting a Briga- 
dier we had been acquainted with at Chene^ 
. who commanded a party of eleven men 

.quartered at this pafs to prevent the 
.finugglers entering into Sawy. It was 
here we croifed the Buetine^ commonly 
called the Skckwater^ where the Aone .or 
boundary, is feen that feparates the two 
States \ and going on a little ferther, en-' 
tered foon into a very narrow defile, 
where there ftill remain fome ruined 
fragments of a gate and tower, whidh 
formerly defended die- entrance into this 
country. As we walked without a guide, 
every thing that furi;punded us was 
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enough to alarm even thb moft intrepM 
mind ^ we faw nothing in our route, biit 
rapid torrents, naked rocks^ or moun- 
tains entirely covered with lofty woods of 
fir-trees ; in fliort/ there was not the leaft 
appearance of a country that could poffi- 
bly be inhabited. 

Not far diftant however âhother valley 
opens, which though it has no plaifi, 
has notwithftanding fome habitations, 
and a few paftures enclofed by large 
woods. It is commanded by a fingte 
parifli, called Ep'egHon: This village, feat- 
ed upon a green turf, almoft at the top 
of a mountaiti, and upon a fteep decli- 
vity which is crowned with pines^ pro- 
' duces a very fingular efFedt. 

Leaving this parifli on our left, wc 
iafcended a mountain full as high as the 
P'oirons: our road conduced us through 
beautiful woods, and. over rocks of « 
blackifti colour, but was fo extremely 
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narrow, it is difficult to conceive, Jiow a . 
jtnule can poffibly make its way through 
it, and the fky was almoft always hid- 
den from us. Two thirds of the way up 
this mountain, is a rock in the form 
t>{ a chimney, one face of it indeed is 
wanting, but the obfcurity of the place, 
and fome large trees, fupply the defedt. 
In this road we could not but remark the 
prodigious height of the pines, of which 
many were from a hundred to a hundred 
and ten feet high. We obferved feveral 
t)f thefe had no other foundation than the 
rock, from which they at firfl (hoot out 
horizontally, and at the diftance of half 
foot from it turn up into the air. In 
examining how they could be nouriflied 
and fupported, we found their roots to 
run between the joints, and clefts of tlie 
rocks, which were very numerous, and 
that they perfedly filled up every rift, 
and every vacuity in them ; but the mold 
that is originally generated by the rotting 
of the liverwort, and other rock produc- 
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tions of a fimilar kind, which is waftied 
into thefe clefts, being perhaps the richeft 
fofteft foil in nature ; and as the faplings 
iriufl have continued to te moiftened by 
the waters and faits which diftil from 
thefe plants, till their roots were (hot to 
ti prodigious depth, it is not difficult to 
account for the abundant nourilhment of 
them, and the caufe of fuch an extraor- 
adinary vegetation. 

Arrived near the fummit of the 
mountain, we had the fatisfadlion of 
finding a plain fmooth rock with feveral 
names engraved or written upon it, 
amongft which we difcovered that of 
Mr. Profeffor De Saujfure. The fight of 
thefe names revived our fpirits ; they af- 
forded an ideal prefence of the Writers, 
they were a proof that we were in the 
right road, and gave us hopes of being 
foon delivered from thofe .<?:1ocmv forefts; 
1 . * .. .:.. »}- .: 

; ■ . i 
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inclined us to believe, that we had only 
to continue lirait forward beyond Epeg- 
non. We were fully poflefled of this 
idea, when acrofs fome trees, we difco- 
vered our road cut by a valley, which 
drawing towards the right hand appeared 
only like a broad deep ditch. It was 
here, that already harrafled by our long 
fatiguing- walk, we again were not with- 
out our fears of the diftance we had yet 
to go ; more efpecially as we were with- 
out a guide, and could not perceive the 
leaft trace of habitation : add to this our 
being furrounded on every fide by moun- 
tains covered with extended woods, fo 
thick and dark, that they gave us no 
idea but of the retreat of the moft favage 
animals, and that we were unacquainted 
with any certain path by which to extri- 
cate ourfelves out of them. 

We did not however wholly lofe the 
track that had conduced us thus far, it 
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"extended to the right, with this new 
opening ; and the more our fituation wai 
alarming, the ftronger were our efforts 
to get out of it. This valley which was 
terminatçd by an immenfe ratiipart of 
pines, might be near three leagues iri 
length; believing therefore we muft tra- 
vel to the end of it, we doubled our 
qpace; the fear of being benighted in 
thofe horrid forefts, gave us wings, and 
in three quarters of an hour we at laft 
difcovered a fmall plain, which afforded * 
hopes that we might foon arrive at habi-* 
stations. * ^ 

Ik fadt it Was not long before we dif- 
tinguifhed feveral houfes with a chapel : 
it proved to be the village of orient ; and 
and here We learnt that it was ftill three 
4ong leagues farther, to 'Martigny^ the 
town ôîydlais where we were to lodge. 
Beyond this village is an opening between 
the mountains, by which we were to ' 
:pafs5 we took the road to it which was 
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fteep, and it was three quarters of zm 
hour before we could reach it,. 

But having gained at length tiixs nar- 
,row ftraight, a landfcape as delightful as^ 
jt was unexpeéted, opened before us;. 
judge Rbader of our tranfport at the 
profped of the Pays dç Fallaisy which 
from this point is fo pidturefquely ftrik- 
ing, that all the labours and difficulties' 
we hj^d underg^e ieemed nothing to the 
fileafure we now felt. Two mountains 
covered with lofty fir-trees, and whofe 
appearance was romantic, extended orv 
our right and left, and clofed bdiind us ; : 
at their bafe were fertile paftures j and m 
front, but far below us, at the bottonj^ 
of the valley, the very firfl objedl which' 
pftfcnt^d itfelf upon the plain, was the 
town aad city of Martigny^^ fomewhat 
more than two leagues diftant. Thii|/ 
valley runs forward from Màrtigny in a 
ilrait line for fix or fe^n leagues in 
length, and- a league in breadth; and is 
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.divided through its whole extent by the 
Rhone. There are other ftreams befides, 
which winding with a mazy movement 
rather feem to be the work of Art, than 
that of Nature, the brilliancy of whofe 
tranfparent waters, the trees, the mea- 
dows, the vineyards, the com-fields, 
the great and crofs roads, the villages, 
the towns, the fplendid colouring of the 
mountains oppofite to the fun, and the 
brown tints of thofe on the contrary fide, 
with Sion^ the capital of Vallais^ difcover- 
able in the diflance, all thefe objects af- 
fected us in the mod hvely manner, and 
gave us jointly an idea of the richeft 
country, or rather of the mod beautiful 
and magnificent garden. 

We had yet two leagues to walk to 
Martigny^ and feveral villages to pafs up- 
on the declivity of this ftraight : and in 
this road it was we faw for the firft time, 
feveral perfong with the fwelled throat, 
of a prodigious fize 5 who have generally 

a thick- 



GLACIERS OF SAVOY. 205 

a thicknefs and a faltering impediment 
in their fpeech. We alked one of thefe 
ftag-necked men, how far it was to 
Martigny^ but it was impoffible to unckr- 
ftand him, and we doubted whether he 
underftood our queftion^. we at lad how- 
ever arrived at this place an hour after 
funfet. 

. Marti ON Y is divided into two parts, 
the City, and tfie Borough : they are a 
a quarter of a league diftant from each 
other ,^ and the Borough has more the ap- 
pearance of a cîty than the very city it- 
felf ; it fs a long and fpacious ftreet; the 
church is large but has fcarcely any paint- 
ings, and by its difpqfition and the fim- 
plicity of its ornaments, and of the organ 
which decorates it, one would take it for 
a Proteftant church. The buildings of 
this city are not difagreeable ; but though 
tolerably well inhabited, it has confider- 
ably declined, fihce it is no longer the 

L 4 refidence 
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refidence of the Biftxop and Prince of 
Fallah. 

We were tempted to pufli om as far- 
as Sim^ but this excurfion not being con- 
fiftent with our plan^ we Wfere "obliged to 
give it up^ thenext day' then, we took 
the road to St^ Maurice^ following the 
courfe of the Rhone for the length of a^ 
valley of about four leagues^ but incom* 
parably lefs beautiful, lefs in breadth,, 
and not fo well .peopled as that which I 
have defcribed from Martigny to Sim : the 
road is neverthelefs engaging, and it i& 
in this route you fee the celebrated fait 
of the BlackwaUr, which is not very de* 
licately called here Le Piffe Vacbe^ It 
preciptates down the mountain from the 
height of about eighty feet; but this, 
fall which many people boaft of, is not 
to be compared with that of the Vdorfine^ 
or with that of NxM tP Arpenaz^ in the 
valley of Sallencbe ; when we fee it near 
indeed, its fheet is broad, which together 

with 
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with the fine mift which expands to fome- 
diftance from it, conftitutes its principal 
beauty. But what it has of iingularity 
IS, a very narrow paflage acrofs the gill 
of the mountain, over a few flender 
ÎK)^dfi placed upon fome projedtipns of 
the rock ; this fort of bridge is very dan- 
gerous, and ufeful only to the inhabitant* 
of the Falorjine and Epegnofij who it feems 
pafs by this ftrait into the heart of FaUais^ 
which ftiortens their road confiderably . 

There isndJiing mpre that is parti- 
cular here, unlefe it be the fituation of 
a tolerably handfome buildii^ as we ap^ 
proach St. Maurice*^ it is placed upon the 
flielf of a rock about half way up the 
fide of the mountain^ which feems as if 
it were cut down perpendicularly by art, 
and we learned it was a faerinitage; 

L 5' Thb 
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The avenues to St. Maurice * arc 
charming. This city, famous for the mar- 
tyrdom of the Tbeban Legion^ is tplerably 
handfome ; the houfes are regularly built, 
and the ftreets in good order, neat, and 
clean ji The women are remarked for the 
regularity of their Ihapes, the greater part 
of the young women have no other head 
drefs than their hair, unlefs perhaps a 
little hat adorned with ribbands, and 
their difference of condition is to be dif- 
tinguilhed only by the quality of the 
fluff their cloaths are made of, and not 
by their fafhion, which is in all degrees 
alike. Thofe who are the moft diftin- 
guiftied, wear a coloured petticoat, and 

bodice 

* MauritiuSy from this place received its honorary 
name, is Jaid to have commanded a Theban Legion^ 
confiding of about fix thoufand men, in an expedition 
into Gaul, under Maximian^by v^hofe order the whole 
body was cut to pieces, with their leader, for refufing 
to fight againft their brettiiea the Chriftians. 
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bodice of the fame, with a fine muflia 
apron, and the richeft of them adorn the 
bottom of their petticoat with two . rows 
of ribbands of different colours, which is 
all their finery; this elegant manner of 
drcfling has fubfifted with them time out 
of mind : in ftiort the city rs well peopled, 
and has feveral churches. Being a fron-» 
tier to the Canton of Berne^ it guards the 
entrance of the lower Vallais^ of which 
it is the capital V and its fituation betweea 
two deep mountains and the Rhone that 
walhçs it, would render it in time of war, 
a poft of great importance ; though the 
caftle of the Governor is but ' a very rude 
antique building, cafed with brick: its 
ftone bridge upon the Rbone^ is firm and 

i 

ftrong, and confifts only of a fingle arch. 

From this city you have the choice of 
two roads to Geneva j one through the 
States of Berne which is on the other fide 

of 
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of the Rhone J and that which is upon the^ 
left, on this fide of it. Having gone by 
both of them, I (hall (ay fomething of 
each. 

Taking, then the latter, you do not. 
carofs the river, but travel in a very agree- 
able route, where you are entertained withr 
the aftonifliing contraft between the rug- 
ged mountains of Sawy^ on one fide,, 
and the beautiful country under the go- 
vernment 0Ï Berne y on the other. This- 
part of the lower Fallais that w^ pafs 
over, ftiU keeps its fertility ; die lands are 
finely cultivated, you -meet with many 
handfome villages, and pais by Monthey^, 
a fmall city, whofe fituation is exceeding- 
ly agreeable. This road too is well beat- 
en by the guards, . whofe care contributes 
to its fafety, and relieves the mind of the 
ttaveller ; fuch precaution here,, as like- 
wife that of defending all the crofs roads. 

under 
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xmdcT rigorous puniftiments, has not long 
fince been neceflary ; it brings us in fhort 
to the head of our lake, and within a few 
hours to St. Gingo^ the laft village in the 
country of Vallais. From this village ^ou 
pafs by EviuHj Ripaille^ Tbonon-, which 
jointly with the pro(pe£t oppofite to the 
lake, along which you coaft, agreeably 
diverfify this route ; and two days are 
fufficient for the whole journey. 

T H E other route by the province of 
Berne, though fomewhat longer, is in ma- 
ny refpe6ts much preferable, whether we 
regard the beauty of the country, and the 
Guribfities that we meet with in it, or the 
Gonveniency of being able to accomplifli 
the journey either onhorfeback^ in a car* 
riage, orby water J an advantage this not 
to be de^ifed by harrafled weary travel- 
lers ; who after having fufficiently indulged» 
liieir curiofity,. are apt to gjrow impatient 

of 
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of fatigue and wifti to be at home. This 
road then remains to be defcribed. 

Having croffedthe bridgeât Sl Maw 
r/V^ the traveller is inflantly in the terri- 
tories of the Canton of Berne ; within an 
hundred paces of this bridge is a door like 
that of a barn, where guards are ftation- 
ed to make the ufual enquiries at going 
out of one government into another, 
and the Bear (the enfign of Berne) is 
painted up on the front of this gatehoufe : 
as foon as we have paffed it, the 
country opens to a confiderable ex- 
tént, and immediately its beauty^ its fer- 
tility, the richnefs of its hills,, and the 
number of its inhabitants, give the mofl: 
favourable idea of the governmet of Jigle ; 
the other fide of the Rhone^ as far as the 
lake of Geneva^ makes, as I faid before, 
part of Voilais. 

We were no more than three quarters 
of an hour in going from Sl Maurice tç 
JS^^;. This village^ çttVvia.^^ \Jcv^ fev^ft. i 



■Y 
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Switxerlandy . is well known for the falt- 
works in its neighbourhood, which are at 
the fame time very large and ingenioufly 
conducted, and afford many things well 
worthy the curiofity of a traveller. From 
Be^ you go to Aigk^ a pleafant town, fi- 
tuated at the foot of a fine fertile moun- 
tain, its inhabitants are men of fpirit and 
gaiety, who live much at their eafe ; 
there, are many clock and watch makers 
refiding in it, but it is to be feared this 
manufacture is in a ftate of decline, 
owing to that tafte for the pleafures of the 
country which moft of the workmen fall 
into. The trade begins already .to feel a 
kind of languor, and the diforder moft 
probably will increafe. 

A FEW leagues beyond this city bring 
you to the head of the lake, and you foon 
reach Villeneuve^ which is fituated upon 
its banks. From this laft town we came 

to 
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to Fivay, a delightful little 'place, from 
whence begin the beautiful vine-yards of 
La Vauxy which continue ï(x the extent 
of near four leagues. In this conclufion 
of our walk, we often looked behind us, 
for a glimpfe of thofe mountains we had 
vifited, our eyes aecuftomcd to the fight 
of fuch amazing heights, confidered 
thefe which now furrounded us, as only 
hillocks. Mount Jura notwithftanding, 
as likewife the Mok^ are diftinguilhable 
and fupport their dignity; but Mount 
Blanc is more than twice as high as the- 
higheft of thefe,, computingonly from the 
valley of Cbammni^ and it appears fo even 
at its bafe, which we had gone over *. 

Ou R return to Geneva was without any 
accident, we felt nothing of our fatigue, 

and 

• Mount -&//znr in 80 French fcçt^aboye the vallçy 

pf Chamount. 

The Mole no more than 456a French feet above tbe^ 
lake of G^mva^ 
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and the exercife we had taken kept us for 
a confiderable time in fuch a degree of 
ftrcngdi, as made us look upon an excur- 
jBon of four or five leagues but as an air- 
ing, \vhich gave us no more trouble than 
a walk of a fingle league would have done 
before we fet oiit upon this moft agreea- 
ble expedition; 



Dire^ionsi 
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DIRECTIONS 



FOR THB 



Journey toCHAMOUN"K 



O E T T I N G out from Geneva early in^ 
the morning (if on foot), before day- 
break, the traveller may dine at Bonneville^. 
and lie at Clu/e. This journey is rathec 
too long in very hot weather ^ as it is a. 
walk of about ten leagues. 

The fécond day the traveller may lie at 
Sallencbe, which is not above five leagues 
from Clu/e^ but then four hours may be 
well employed in vifiting the cavern of 
Balme, which I would by all means advife. 
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I 

The third day brings to him Prieuré in 
the valley of Chmouni : This laft walk is 
long, and veryfatiguing, but it is not pofli- 
ble to (horten, or to render it eafier. 

F1R8 T Excursion 
In the Valley of Cbamouni. 

Ip the weather be fine, advantage Ihould 
betaken of it, to afcend Mount Breven. 
This excurfion will employ an entire day, 

SficoND Excursion. 

As the Glacier of Pèlerins is intereftîng 
in many refpefts above the other Glaciers, 
the traveller may afcend it, fetting out 
very early in the morning, and fee the 
Glacier of Bojfons in his return ; or if he 
prefer it, he may afcend that of Bojfons 
firft, and go from thence to that of Pèle- 
rins: this he will find a very laborious 
day's walk. 



ai8: JOUR^TEY TO THE 

I 6 AY nothing of our walk along the 
Needles. The fight undoubtedly is very 
grand, but it mufl be dearly bought by 
thofe who are not exceeding good walk* 
ers ; for which reafon there are few perfons 
to whand I wouU veature to recQipmend. 
it. 

Third Excijrsion*- 

To fee the valley of ice of Motttanvertj. 

and advance into it, will take up a day, 
and the traveller mufl fet out three hours 
before fun-rife 5 or otherwife he mufl: af- 
cend the mountain the day before, and 
lie there, as we did Thofe who caç 
be fatisfied with a fimple profpeft of 
this valley, niay take a view of it, and:^ 
fee the mafs of ice at the fource of the 
Afixerm.m, their dèfcent, the fame day». 

Return 
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'Return by the Pais de Vallais, 

m 

From Chamouni to Martigny iis aday*s 
gourney. From Martigny the traveller 
may, if he pafles by Savoy ^ lie at St. Gingo ': 
or he may reach as far as Evian^ but this 
^muft be with great fatigue. I fay nothing 
of the route by Switzerland^ as every per- 
fon may in this refpedk confult his own in* 
clination* It is almoft needlefs for the 
rtraveller to burthen himfelf with provi* 
^ons, but it will be abfoluteiy neceflary 

r 4:0 provide a pair of Mountaineers thick 
•ihoes with nails, and to be warmly clothed, 

^ ?to fence againft the cold of the Mountains, 



r 
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Heights above the Level of the 
Mediterranean Sea. 



LAKE of Geneva^ at the lower paflage 
of the Rhone - - - • - - 
Lake of Neufcbatel - - - - - - 

Highell: Point of the Needle of Saleve 
Summit of Canigou - - - - - - 

SumiAit of Dole^ the higheft Mountain of 

Jura - -. - - 
Summit of Mole - - 
Valley of Cbamouni - - - 

Ridge of Breven - - 
Valley «f Montawvert - 
Abb^y of Sixt - - - - • 

X3rranges d^s Communes - 

Higheft Grange of Fonds - - 

Summit of Grenier - - 

Summit of Grenajron - - - 

Plain de Lechaud - - • 

Summit of Buet - - - - 

Mount Blanc - - - - 

MQ\ycX/E>ina - - - - 



Fiench 
feet. 

1 1 26 
IZ87 
4220 
8718 



Eng. 

Yd«. 



398 

1488 

3088 

1800 
2014 
1121 

2949 
1.865 

797 
1769 

145^ 
2782 

2958 

2295 

3315 
5081 



5082 

5688] 

3166 

8326 

5266 

2250 

4995 
41 16 

7854 

835^ 
6480 

9360 

14346 

1129414000 



Heights 



Heights above the Level of the 



Ocean. 



HIGHEST Part of the Tahky at the 
Cape of Goad Hope - - - . 
Top of Sno'wdon in Wales - - - - 
Pike Rucco in the Ifland of Madeira 
Pike Tenerife -•--..--- 
The fame Pike^ according to the late Dr. 
Heberden of Madeira. - -" - - 
Summit of Cotopaxi, in the Province of 
S^uitâ, according to Don Antonio deUlloa] 



French 
feet. 



3255 
3456 

4769 
12420 

14490 

18756 



Eiig. 
Yds. 



1153 
1224 
1689 

4399 
513a 

6643 



RIDCE of Bremen frem its Bale in the 
Valley of Cbamouni - * - - 
Summit of Mount Blanc above the Valley 
of Cbamouni -.-.«.- 

Granges des Communes above the Abbey of 

Sixt -- 

Summit of Grenier above the Abbey of 5i>/ 
Summit of Grenarion above the Abbey of 
Sixt 




5160 
11180 

^745 
5604 



Icey Summit of Buet above the Abbey ofj 
Sixt ------fe. -I 711 



6102 
O 



\df. 



1828 

972 
1985 

2179 

2518 



\ 
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